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In the vast tapestry of
Renaissance

philosophy, few works
are as audacious,
complex, and
misunderstood as The
Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast by

Giordano Bruno.
Published in 1584
during Bruno’s

tumultuous stay in
London, this allegorical
dialogue is far more
than a mere
philosophical treatise;
it is a radical manifesto
for moral and cosmic
reform. To understand
this work is to step into
the mind of a man who
dared to envision a
universe without a
fixed center, a morality
without dogma, and a
divine that resides
within ~ the infinite
fabric of nature itself.
For those seeking a
deeper understanding


https://old.setefer.com/

of Bruno’s intellectual
legacy, exploring this
text offers a gateway
into the revolutionary
ideas that would
ultimately lead to his
execution at the stake.

The
Historical
Crucible:
Giordano
Bruno
and His
World

Giordano Bruno was a

Dominican friar,
philosopher,
mathematician, and

poet whose life reads
like a tragedy of
intellectual courage.
Born Filippo Bruno in

Nola, Italy, in 1548, he
abandoned his
monastic order after
being accused of
heresy for his
unconventional views.
He wandered across
Europe—Geneva,

Toulouse, Paris,
London, Wittenberg,
Prague, and finally

Venice—carrying with
him a revolutionary
worldview. The
Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast
was written during his
stay in England, a
period when he was
under the protection of
the French ambassador
and engaged in
debates with Oxford
scholars.

The sixteenth century
was a time of profound
religious and scientific
upheaval. The
Protestant Reformation
had fractured
Christendom, the
Copernican revolution

2 The Expulsion Of The Triumphant Beast 2025-01-29
By Giordano Bruno



The Expulsion Of The Triumphant Beast By
Giordano Bruno 3

was challenging
geocentric cosmology,
and the Inquisition was
tightening its grip on
dissenting thought.
Into this volatile
environment, Bruno
unleashed a work that
attacked the very
foundations of
Aristotelian philosophy,
Ptolemaic astronomy,
and institutional
religion. The result was
a text that remains

both a historical
artifact and a living
philosophical
challenge.

THE STRUCTURE
AND FORM OF THE
WORK

The Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast by
Giordano Bruno is
written as a dialogue, a
literary form favored
by Plato and revived by
Renaissance
humanists.

conversation

The
takes

place over three days
and involves three
primary characters:
Sofia (Wisdom),
Saulino (a
representation of
Bruno himself), and
Momus (the Greek god
of satire and criticism).
Through their
exchanges, Bruno
unfolds a complex
allegory of moral and
cosmic purification.

The “triumphant
beast” of the title
refers to the
constellation of vices,
superstitions, and false
beliefs that have
triumphed over human
reason. The
“expulsion” is the
process of casting out
these errors to make
way for a new,
enlightened morality.
Bruno wuses the
framework of classical
mythology and
astrology to construct
a narrative in which



the gods themselves
undergo a reformation.
Jupiter, the king of the
gods, convenes a
celestial council to
purge the heavens of
corrupt constellations,
replacing them with
virtues. This celestial
reform mirrors the
inner transformation
that Bruno advocates
for each individual.

The
Allegorica
I
Framewo
rk: A
Celestial
Reformati

on

At its core, the allegory
of The Expulsion of
the Triumphant
Beast operates on
multiple levels. On the
surface, it is a story
about the gods
deciding to clean
house. Jupiter
announces that the
constellations—which
represent various vices
and errors—must be
replaced. For example,
the constellation of the
Bear, symbolizing
brute force and
ignorance, is to be cast
out. In its place, new
constellations
representing truth,
wisdom, and justice
will be installed.

But Bruno's allegory
runs much deeper. The
constellations are not
merely astronomical
figures; they represent
the institutionalized
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dogmas and
intellectual errors that
have dominated
human history. The
“triumphant beast” is

the accumulated
weight of superstition,
religious
authoritarianism, and
philosophical
stagnation. By

expelling this beast,
Bruno envisions a
purification of both the
cosmos and the human
soul. The work is,
therefore, a call to
intellectual and moral
revolution.

e The Role of
Momus: As the
god of mockery,
Momus serves as
the voice of
critical reason,
exposing
hypocrisy and
absurdity in
traditional
beliefs.

e The
Transformation

of Jupiter:
Jupiter’s decision
to reform the
heavens
symbolizes the
potential for
even the highest
powers to
recognize and
correct their
errors.

e The Place of
Sofia: Wisdom is
the guiding
principle that
illuminates the
path toward truth
and virtue.

KEY
PHILOSOPHICAL
THEMES

1. The
Critique
of




Aristoteli

anism

and

Scholas

cism

Bruno was a fierce
critic of the Aristotelian

philosophy that
dominated medieval
universities. He

rejected Aristotle’s
finite universe with its
fixed celestial spheres
and instead embraced
an infinite cosmos filled
with countless worlds.
In The Expulsion of
the Triumphant
Beast, he uses the
allegory of the
constellations to attack
the rigid categories
and hierarchical
thinking of Aristotelian
logic. For Bruno, the

universe is a dynamic,
living organism, not a
static machine. This
critique of Aristotle was
not merely academic;
it was a direct
challenge to the
intgllectual authority of
hurch, which had
integrated Aristotelian
philosophy into its
theology.

2. The
Unity of
All Things
and the
Immanen
ce of the
Divine

work is the idea of a
single, infinite
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substance that
underlies all reality.
Bruno was a pantheist
who believed that God
is not a distant,
transcendent being but
is immanent within
nature itself. The
expulsion of the
triumphant beast is, in
part, a rejection of the
dualistic separation
between spirit and
matter, heaven and
earth, divine and
human. By purging the
heavens of corrupt
symbols, Bruno is
arguing for the
recognition of the
sacred in all things.
This philosophy of
immanence was deeply
threatening to
orthodox Christianity,
which insisted on a
clear distinction
between Creator and
creation.

3. Moral
Reformati
on and
the
Heroic
Enthusias
t

Bruno envisioned a
new type of human
being—the “heroic
enthusiast”—who
pursues truth and
virtue with unrelenting
passion. The expulsion
of vices from the
celestial realm is
mirrored by the need
for individuals to expel
ignorance and
superstition from their
own minds. This moral
reformation is not



achieved through
external rituals or
dogmas but through
the active exercise of
reason and the
cultivation of inner
virtue. Bruno’s ethics
are deeply connected
to his cosmology:
because the universe is
infinite  and alive,
human beings are
called to participate in
its ongoing creative
process.

1. Self-
Knowledge: The
first step toward
reformation is
understanding
one’s own nature
and potential.

2. Critical
Reason: Blind
acceptance of
authority must
be replaced by
rigorous inquiry
and doubt.

3. Active Virtue:
Moral
transformation

requires action,
not mere
contemplation.

BRUNO’S
REVOLUTIONARY
COSMOLOGY

While The Expulsion
of the Triumphant
Beast is primarily a
moral and allegorical
work, it is inseparable
from Bruno's
revolutionary

cosmological ideas.
Bruno was one of the
first thinkers to fully
embrace and extend
the Copernican model.
He went further than
Copernicus by arguing
that the sun is not the
center of the universe
but merely one star

among countless
others. For Bruno, the
universe is infinite,

homogenous, and filled
with an endless
number of worlds, each
potentially inhabited
by living beings.
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This cosmology directly
informs the allegory of
the constellations. By
reimagining the
heavens as mutable
and subject to reform,
Bruno is challenging
the fixed, hierarchical

structure of the
medieval cosmos. The
expulsion of the

triumphant beast is,
therefore, also an
expulsion of the old
cosmology. In its place,
Bruno offers a vision of
a universe without a
center, where every
point is equally close to
the divine. This radical
decentralization of the
cosmos had profound
implications for human
self-understanding. If
the universe is infinite
and without a
privileged position,
then humanity is not at
the center of creation
but is part of a vast,
interconnected whole.

THE RELIGIOUS
AND POLITICAL
IMPLICATIONS

It is impossible to
overstate the danger of
the ideas presented in
The Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast by
Giordano Bruno. In
an age of religious
wars and inquisitions,
Bruno's attack on
dogma and his
advocacy for religious
tolerance were seen as
deeply subversive. He
criticized not only
Catholicism but also
Protestantism, arguing
that all institutional
religions had corrupted
the original message of

spiritual truth. His
vision of a unified,
divine nature

transcended sectarian
divisions.

Politically, Bruno’s
work also carried
radical implications. By
arguing for the reform



of authority at the
highest levels (even
the gods themselves),
he was subtly
undermining the divine
right of kings and the
authority of the
Church. The use of
Momus, the god of
satire, as a central
character was a
deliberate choice.
Satire is a weapon of
the powerless against
the powerful, and
Bruno wielded it with
devastating effect. The
work suggests that no
authority, whether
celestial or earthly, is
beyond criticism and
reform.

Bruno’'s fate was
sealed by these ideas.
After vyears of
wandering, he was
arrested in Venice in
1592 and handed over
to the Roman
Inquisition. He spent
seven years in prison,
repeatedly refusing to
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recant his philosophical
views. In 1600, he was
burned at the stake in
Rome’s Campo de’
Fiori. His execution was
a warning to all who
dared to challenge the
intellectual and
religious authorities of
the time.

THE LEGACY OF
THE EXPULSION OF
THE TRIUMPHANT
BEAST

For centuries, Bruno’s
works were suppressed
and largely forgotten.
It was only in the
nineteenth and
twentieth centuries
that his ideas began to
receive serious
attention. Philosophers,
historians, and
scientists have since
recognized Bruno as a
precursor to modern
thought. His advocacy
for an infinite universe
anticipated the
discoveries of modern
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astronomy. His critique
of dogma and his
defense of intellectual
freedom prefigured the
Enlightenment. And his
pantheistic philosophy
found echoes in the
works of Spinoza,
Schelling, and other
thinkers.

The Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast
remains a challenging
and provocative work.
Its allegorical form
requires careful
interpretation, and its
fusion of mythology,
philosophy, and
cosmology can be
disorienting for modern
readers. Yet, for those
who persevere, the
work offers a profound
meditation on the
nature of truth, virtue,
and the human place in
the cosmos. It is a
testament to the power
of ideas and the
courage required to
uphold them in the
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face of persecution.

Relevanc
e for
Contemp
orary
Readers

In an age of increasing
polarization, the
message of The
Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast by
Giordano Bruno is
more relevant than
ever. Bruno challenges
us to question our
assumptions, to reject
the triumph of dogma
over reason, and to
embrace a vision of the
universe that is infinite,
interconnected, and
sacred. His work is a
call to intellectual
courage and moral
integrity. It reminds us



that the expulsion of
the triumphant beast is
not a one-time event
but an ongoing process
that requires constant
vigilance and effort.

¢ Question
Authority:
Bruno’s example
encourages us to
think for
ourselves and to
challenge
institutionalized
beliefs.
Embrace
Complexity: His
allegorical
method teaches
us that truth is
often layered
and requires
careful
interpretation.
Pursue Unity:
Bruno’s vision of
a unified cosmos
offers an
antidote to
fragmentation
and division.
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CONCLUSION

The Expulsion of the
Triumphant Beast by
Giordano Bruno is
not merely a historical
curiosity; it is a living
philosophical work that
speaks across the
centuries. Bruno’'s
audacity in reimagining
the heavens, his
fearless critique of
authority, and his
vision of an infinite,
divine universe
continue to inspire and
challenge. By
understanding this
work, we gain insight
not only into the mind
of one of history’s most
courageous thinkers
but also into the
enduring struggle for
truth and freedom. The
triumphant beast may
take many forms, but
the path to its
expulsion lies through
reason, courage, and
the relentless pursuit
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of wisdom. In reading universe is indeed
Bruno, we are infinite, and so too are
reminded that the the possibilities for

human transformation.

13



