
Catherine Of Aragon Whoniverse 1

Catherine Of Aragon Whoniverse

Catherine Of Aragon Whoniverse
Downloaded from old.setefer.com by

Kimberly Rishi

INTRODUCTION: A TUDOR QUEEN MEETS THE TIME
LORD

The  Whoniverse,  the  sprawling  and  intricate  fictional  universe
built  around  the  long-running  British  science  fiction  television
series Doctor Who,  is known for its ability to weave historical
figures  into  its  fantastic  narratives.  From  Charles  Dickens  to
Queen Victoria, from William Shakespeare to Winston Churchill,
the Doctor  has  crossed paths  with  some of  the most  pivotal
individuals in human history. One figure, however, stands out for
the unique combination of personal tragedy, religious upheaval,
and political consequence she represents: Catherine of Aragon.
The idea of the Catherine Of Aragon Whoniverse connection
is a fascinating lens through which to examine how the show
treats  history,  the nature of  fixed points  in  time,  and the untold
stories  of  influential  women.  While  Catherine  of  Aragon  has  not
yet  had  a  starring  role  in  the  modern  television  series,  the
potential and the thematic resonance of her inclusion within the
Doctor  Who  mythos  are  profound.  This  article  explores  the
historical reality of Catherine of Aragon, her potential place within
the Whoniverse, and why the intersection of her story with that of
the Doctor offers rich narrative soil for exploration.

WHO WAS CATHERINE OF ARAGON? A BRIEF
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

Before  diving  into  her  potential  role  in  the  Whoniverse,  it  is
essential to understand the historical Catherine of Aragon. Born
Catalina  de Trastámara on December  16,  1485,  she was the
youngest surviving child of the formidable monarchs Isabella I of
Castile and Ferdinand II of Aragon. Her life was one of immense
duty,  faith,  and resilience.  Betrothed at  a  very young age to
Arthur, Prince of Wales, the heir to the English throne, she made
the arduous journey to England in 1501. After Arthur's sudden
death  just  five  months  into  their  marriage,  Catherine  found
herself in a precarious political position. A papal dispensation was
obtained to allow her to marry Arthur's younger brother, Henry,
who would become King Henry VIII.
For nearly 24 years, Catherine was Queen of England. She was a
popular and capable queen, serving as regent while Henry waged
war in France. Her most famous act as regent was the victory at
the Battle of  Flodden Field in 1513. However,  her inability to
provide  Henry  with  a  surviving  male  heir—only  one  of  her
children, Mary, lived past infancy—sealed her tragic fate. Henry's
growing obsession  with  securing  a  male  successor,  combined
with his infatuation with Anne Boleyn, led to his quest for an
annulment. This "Great Matter" would consume English politics
for years, leading to the break from the Roman Catholic Church
and  the  English  Reformation.  Catherine  fought  fiercely  for  her
marriage and her daughter's legitimacy, refusing to accept the
annulment and dying in isolation in 1536 at Kimbolton Castle. Her
steadfastness, piety, and dignity in the face of profound personal
and  political  persecution  have  made  her  a  compelling  and
sympathetic figure for centuries.

DEFINING THE WHONIVERSE: MORE THAN JUST A TV
SHOW

The term "Whoniverse" encompasses the entire fictional universe

of Doctor Who, including the television series, spin-off shows like
Torchwood,  The Sarah Jane Adventures,  and Class,  as well  as
audio dramas, novels, and comic books. It is a universe of infinite
possibilities, governed by rules that are often bent or broken. Key
concepts within the Whoniverse include time travel, regeneration
(the ability of the Time Lord protagonist to change appearance
and  personality),  fixed  points  in  time,  and  the  constant  battle
between order and chaos. The Doctor, an alien from the planet
Gallifrey,  travels  through  time  and  space  in  the  TARDIS,  a
sentient time machine disguised as a police box.
Within this framework, historical figures are often treated with a
mixture of reverence and playful revision. The show operates on
the  principle  that  certain  historical  events  are  "fixed  points"  –
occurrences  that  cannot  be  changed  without  catastrophic
consequences.  Other  events,  however,  are  in  flux,  allowing  the
Doctor  to  intervene.  The  Whoniverse  also  has  a  tradition  of
revealing the "behind-the-scenes" truth of history, often giving
aliens or cosmic events a hand in shaping human affairs. This is
where the potential for a Catherine Of Aragon Whoniverse
narrative becomes so compelling.

THE CASE FOR CATHERINE OF ARAGON IN THE
WHONIVERSE

Why would Catherine of Aragon be a suitable subject for a Doctor
Who adventure? The answer lies in the dramatic tension inherent
in her story. The collapse of her marriage is one of the most
significant  turning  points  in  English  history,  setting  off  a  chain
reaction that led to the Reformation, the rise of Protestantism,
and centuries of religious and political conflict. In the Whoniverse,
such a monumental shift would almost certainly be a fixed point
in time. However, the details surrounding it could be the source
of a compelling mystery.

Potential Plotlines: The
Alien Influence Hypothesis
A classic Doctor Who trope involves revealing that an alien force
was manipulating historical  events.  Could  Henry VIII's  sudden
obsession with Anne Boleyn and his desperation for a male heir
be  the  work  of  an  extraterrestrial  influence?  Perhaps  a  parasitic
species feeds on the energy of political and religious upheaval.
Alternatively,  a  group  of  time-traveling  meddlers  might  have
attempted to alter the timeline, and the Doctor's mission could be
to ensure that Catherine's fate remains intact. The Doctor could
find  themselves  in  the  court  of  Tudor  England,  trying  to  protect
Catherine  from  external  or  even  temporal  interference.
Catherine's  unwavering  faith  and  her  refusal  to  bend,  which
historically led to her downfall, could be portrayed as a vital force
in preserving the correct timeline. Her strength of character, a
quality the Doctor always admires, could be the key to thwarting
a scheme that would have erased the English Reformation from
history.

Fixed Points and Personal
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Tragedy
The concept of a fixed point in time is central to any Catherine
Of Aragon Whoniverse discussion. The Doctor cannot simply
save Catherine from her fate. Her death in exile, her separation
from her daughter Mary, and the annulment of her marriage are
all  likely  integral  components  of  the  timeline  that  leads  to
Elizabeth I's reign and the Golden Age of English history. A story
centered on Catherine would  force  the Doctor  into  a  morally
complex position: having to stand by and allow a kind, intelligent,
and  wronged  woman  to  suffer,  because  interfering  would  cause
even  greater  damage.  This  is  the  kind  of  emotional  and
philosophical weight that Doctor Who handles brilliantly, as seen
in  episodes  like  "The  Fires  of  Pompeii"  or  "Vincent  and  the
Doctor."  The  Doctor  can  bear  witness,  offer  small  comforts,  and
remind  Catherine  of  her  enduring  legacy,  but  the  ultimate
tragedy must unfold.

HISTORICAL FIGURES IN THE WHONIVERSE:
PRECEDENTS AND PATTERNS

To understand how Catherine of Aragon might be portrayed, it is
useful to look at how other historical figures have been integrated
into the Whoniverse.

Queen Victoria (Series 2, "Tooth and Claw"):
Portrayed as a strong-willed and formidable figure who
deduces the Doctor is an alien. She founds the Torchwood
Institute to protect Britain from extraterrestrial threats. This
is a case where a historical figure's existing legend is
expanded upon in a way that fits seamlessly into the
Whoniverse lore.
William Shakespeare (Series 3, "The Shakespeare
Code"): The Doctor helps Shakespeare defeat alien
witches and provides him with some famous lines.
Shakespeare is witty, intelligent, and aware that there is
more to the world than meets the eye. This episode blends
historical fact with playful fiction.
Charles Dickens (Series 1, "The Unquiet Dead"): The
Doctor encounters a cynical and ailing Dickens and involves
him in a story about gas-fueled alien spirits. The episode
plays on Dickens's fascination with the supernatural and his
social conscience.
Agatha Christie (Series 4, "The Unicorn and the
Wasp"): A lighter-hearted episode that positions the
Doctor and Donna Noble as participants in a real-life
Agatha Christie-style murder mystery, with the author
herself as a guest.

These  examples  show  that  the  Whoniverse  treats  historical
figures  as  fully  realized  characters,  not  just  props.  Their  known
personality  traits  are  amplified,  and  their  moments  of  crisis  are
used to reveal their inner strength. Catherine of Aragon would
benefit from this treatment. Her renowned piety, her intelligence,
and  her  formidable  determination  would  be  showcased.  The
emotional core of her story—her loss of her husband's love, her
separation from her daughter, her fight for her marriage and her
faith—is precisely the kind of  human drama that grounds the
science fiction elements of the show.

The Untapped Potential of

Tudor England
The Tudor period is a rich vein for science fiction storytelling. It is
an era of immense change, superstition, and political intrigue.
The court  of  Henry VIII  was a  dangerous place,  filled with  spies,
shifting alliances, and fatal consequences. The Whoniverse could
easily populate this world with alien threats that exploit the fears
and tensions of the time. A story featuring Catherine of Aragon
could introduce a creature that feeds on the anxiety of those
awaiting execution,  or  an entity that uses the power vacuum
created by the Reformation to infiltrate the highest levels of the
church. Catherine, as the rejected queen, would be in a unique
position to  see the truth,  precisely  because she is  no longer
blinded by the king's favor.

FAN THEORIES AND THE EXPANDED WHONIVERSE

While  Catherine  of  Aragon  has  not  yet  made  a  live-action
appearance, the expanded Whoniverse of audio dramas, novels,
and  comics  has  more  room  to  explore  niche  historical
connections.  Big  Finish  Productions,  which  produces  official
Doctor Who  audio dramas, has a history of  tackling historical
figures  with  depth  and  creativity.  A  story  featuring  the  Fifth
Doctor (played by Peter Davison) or the Sixth Doctor (played by
Colin  Baker)  visiting  Catherine  in  her  final  years  is  a  popular
subject  of  fan  speculation.
One of the most intriguing fan theories regarding the Catherine
Of Aragon Whoniverse connection involves her daughter, Mary
I,  or  "Bloody  Mary."  In  the  Whoniverse,  Mary  I  has  already
appeared in the 2013 special "The Day of the Doctor" alongside
her half-sister Elizabeth I. This has led to much fan discussion
about what other Tudor queens might be lurking in the timelines.
Another theory suggests that Catherine's unwavering faith might
have drawn the attention of the Church of the Papal Mainframe, a
religious  entity  seen  in  the  Ninth  Doctor  episode  "The  Long
Game." If a version of the Catholic Church existed with advanced
technology in the far future, its origins could be traced back to
the pious traditions that Catherine so valiantly defended.

The Doctor and the
Divorce: A Missed Meeting?
Could  the  Doctor  have  been  a  silent  observer  during  the
annulment hearings at Blackfriars in 1529? It is certainly possible
within the lore of the show. The Doctor often visits times of great
tension and emotional crisis. The image of the Doctor, in disguise,
watching Catherine make her impassioned plea to Henry VIII,
refusing to accept the court's jurisdiction, is a powerful one. His
respect  for  her  dignity  and  her  righteous  anger  would  be
palpable. Yet, he would be unable to change the outcome. This
type of scene, a silent observation of a fixed point, is a staple of
the series and would add immense depth to both the Doctor's
character and the story of Catherine of Aragon.

WHY THIS CROSSOVER MATTERS CULTURALLY

The  exploration  of  the  Catherine  Of  Aragon  Whoniverse
connection  is  not  just  an  exercise  in  fan  fiction.  It  highlights  a
broader cultural trend of re-examining the stories of historical
women  who  have  been  marginalized  or  defined  solely  by  their
relationships to men. Catherine of Aragon is often remembered
as  "Henry  VIII's  first  wife"  or  "the  one  who  couldn't  give  him  a
son." A Doctor Who story could reframe her as a central figure in
a cosmic conflict, a woman whose personal strength was so great
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that it literally helped hold the timeline together. It would give her a platform in modern popular culture that recognizes her
agency, her intellect, and her bravery.


