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INTRODUCTION: THE UNIQUE WORLD OF HARLEY DAVIDSON GOLF CARTS

Downloaded from old.setefer.com by Hatfield Erickson

When most people hear the name Harley-Davidson, they immediately think of thundering V-twin
motorcycles cruising down open highways. However, few enthusiasts realize that the iconic
Milwaukee company also produced a line of golf carts from the 1960s through the early 1980s.
These small, utilitarian vehicles are now cherished by collectors and restoration hobbyists for their
classic styling, robust construction, and unmistakable Harley character. Whether you are a seasoned
restorer or a new owner of a vintage Harley Davidson golf cart, one document stands above all
others as your guide to keeping your machine running: the Harley Davidson Golf Cart Parts
Manual.

Without this manual, finding the right components, understanding assembly sequences, or
deciphering part numbers can quickly become a frustrating guessing game. This article explores the
importance of the parts manual, what it contains, how to obtain one, and practical tips for using it
effectively. Whether you are sourcing replacement parts for a gas-powered D-Series or an electric
model, having the correct manual is the foundation of a successful restoration or repair project. Let's
dive into the world of HD golf carts and discover why the parts manual is your most valuable tool.

WHY HARLEY DAVIDSON GOLF CARTS ARE STILL RELEVANT

Before discussing the manual, it helps to understand the special place these carts hold in
automotive history. Harley-Davidson entered the golf cart market in 1963, after acquiring the
Tomahawk Boat Manufacturing Company, which had been producing carts under the name
"American Motorcycle." The early models quickly gained a reputation for durability and simplicity.
Many of these carts—especially the three-wheeled "D" models—are still in use today on golf courses,
in retirement communities, and as off-road utility vehicles.

The appeal lies in their mechanical straightforwardness. Unlike modern golf carts loaded with
electronics and specialized plastic body panels, vintage Harley carts are built with steel frames,
mechanical (or early electric) drive systems, and engines that can be rebuilt with basic tools.
However, because production ended decades ago, parts are no longer available from the original
manufacturer. Instead, a thriving aftermarket and salvage network exists, and the key to navigating
that network is the Harley Davidson Golf Cart Parts Manual.

WHAT IS A HARLEY DAVIDSON GOLF CART PARTS MANUAL?

A parts manual is not the same as a service or repair manual. While a service manual explains how

to disassemble, inspect, and reassemble components, a parts manual is a comprehensive catalog of
every individual part that makes up the vehicle. It provides:

e Part numbers - unique identifiers for each component

Exploded diagrams - illustrations showing how parts fit together

Quantities required - how many of a given fastener, washer, or seal are needed
Descriptions - names and dimensions of each piece

Model compatibility - which models and years a part fits

For example, the manual for a 1969 D-series gas cart might include detailed diagrams of the engine,
clutch, steering assembly, frame, body panels, and electrical system. Each diagram is labeled with
callouts that correspond to a list of part numbers. This makes ordering the correct replacement parts
straightforward—no guesswork, no trial and error.

Digital vs. Printed Manuals

Today, the original printed manuals are collector's items themselves. Many owners rely on digital
reproductions (PDF scans) that are readily shared within online enthusiast communities. While a
printed manual has charm and can be used in the garage without worrying about grease on the
screen, a digital version is searchable, which is a huge advantage when you need to find a specific
part quickly. Both formats contain the same essential information, so choose whichever fits your
workflow best.

COMMON PARTS YOU'LL FIND IN THE MANUAL

If you own a Harley golf cart, you will eventually need to replace worn or broken components. The
most commonly sought-after categories in the parts manual include:

Engine and Clutch Parts

The engine on gas carts (typically a 2-stroke or 4-stroke, depending on the model) has many
serviceable parts. The manual lists pistons, rings, gaskets, carburetor rebuild kits, and the all-
important centrifugal clutch components. Many owners upgrade to modern clutches, but the stock
parts are still available through specialty suppliers if you use the original part numbers from the
manual.
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Brake and Steering Components

Brake shoes, cables, springs, and steering gears are frequent wear items. The manual provides
exact dimensions and part numbers, ensuring you order the correct shoes for your specific drum
size. Cross-referencing with aftermarket suppliers is much easier when you have the OEM number in
hand.

Body and Trim

Body panels, seats, windshields, and trim pieces are often missing or damaged on vintage carts. The
parts manual shows how each piece attaches and the correct fasteners to use. For rare body parts,
you can search salvage yards with the part number, increasing your chances of finding a match.

Electrical System (Gas and Electric
Models)

Electric carts have a wealth of wiring, solenoids, contacts, and batteries. The manual includes wiring
schematics (often in a separate electrical section) and lists controller components, switches, and
cables. Gas models also have a simple charging system, switches, and lights. Having the manual
prevents ordering wrong voltage components.

HOW TO OBTAIN A HARLEY DAVIDSON GOLF CART PARTS MANUAL

Finding the correct manual for your specific model is essential. Here are the most reliable sources:

1. Online forums and clubs - Communities like the "Harley Davidson Golf Cart Forum" and the
"Golf Cart Enthusiasts" group often have digital copies available for download. Many members
are generous with their scans. Search for your model year and "parts manual."

2. Vintage parts vendors - Specialty dealers who sell HD golf cart parts frequently sell
reproductions or have links to PDFs. Some include the manual free with a purchase of a major
component.

3. eBay and online auctions - Printed original manuals occasionally show up. They can be
pricey but are a tangible piece of history. Look for manuals labeled "Original" and verify the
model coverage.

4. Libraries and archives - Some public libraries or automotive museums have microfiche or
bound copies of old manuals. This is a less common route but can be fruitful.

5. Manufacturer's legacy websites - Harley-Davidson itself does not provide these manuals,
but some PDF archives like "Manualslib" or "OwnerManual” sites host user-uploaded scans.
Always check the quality before relying on it.

Once you have the manual, you should also identify your cart's serial number plate (usually under
the seat or on the frame) to confirm the model. The manual will list the serial number ranges for
each model revision.

TIPS FOR USING THE PARTS MANUAL EFFECTIVELY

Having the manual is just the first step. To truly benefit, follow these practical guidelines:

Start with the Model Index

Most manuals begin with a table of contents or a model index. Locate your specific model and year.
Some manuals cover multiple models, so make sure you are looking at the correct set of diagrams.
Using the wrong diagram can lead to ordering incorrect parts.

Understand the Diagram Layout

Exploded diagrams are drawn in a logical order—usually from the main assembly down to the
subassemblies. Follow the arrows and numbers. Each part callout leads to a corresponding row in
the parts list. The list will state the part number, description, and quantity. Always note the "key
number" (often a reference number) and the actual OEM part number.

Cross-Reference Part Numbers

Many OEM part numbers are obsolete. Use the number to search for aftermarket equivalents.
Websites like "Golf Cart King" or "Vintage Golf Cart Parts" have search tools that accept original
numbers. Additionally, some parts were shared with other vehicles (e.g., Harley motorcycle
components). The manual helps you identify these crossovers.

Make Notes of Supercessions

Parts often get updated or superseded by a new number. The manual may be outdated, so check for
revised numbers in later editions or on vendor sites. Write down supersessions in your manual for
future reference.

Use the Manual for Assembly Reference

When rebuilding your cart, the exploded diagram shows the correct order of assembly. This is
invaluable for clutch rebuilds or steering box overhauls. The manual also indicates torque
specifications in some sections (though not all—the service manual covers torque).
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MAINTENANMEEOAND RESTORATION: WHY THE MANUAL IS A WORTHWHILE

INVESTMENT

Restoring a vintage Harley golf cart is a rewarding project, but it requires attention to detail. The
parts manual helps you maintain authenticity. If you are aiming for a factory-correct show finish,
using original style bolts, decals, and even hose clamps matters. The manual tells you exactly what
was used. For daily drivers, using the correct parts ensures a safe and reliable ride.

Moreover, the manual can save you money. Instead of buying entire assemblies when only a small
component is broken, you can identify and order just the broken piece. For example, a broken
throttle lever can be purchased separately rather than buying an entire carburetor. That kind of
precision is only possible with the manual.

Many owners report that the first thing they do after acquiring a barn-find cart is locate the parts
manual. Without it, they risk ordering parts that don't fit or missing critical hardware during
reassembly. The time spent searching for the correct manual is an investment that pays off many

CONCLUSION: YOUR ROADMAP TO A PERFECT HARLEY GOLF CART

Whether you are a weekend tinkerer or a dedicated restorer, the Harley Davidson Golf Cart Parts
Manual is the single most important resource you can possess. It transforms a pile of rusty parts
into a coherent project, demystifies part numbers, and connects you with the community of
enthusiasts who keep these classic carts on the road. The manual is more than a list of components;
it is a historical document that preserves the legacy of Harley-Davidson's foray into the golf cart
world.

If you have not yet obtained a manual for your D-Series, DE-Series, or any other HD cart, make that
your first priority. Search online forums, contact specialty dealers, or invest in a high-quality
reproduction. With the manual in hand, you can confidently source every nut, bolt, and gasket
needed to bring your vintage Harley golf cart back to its former glory. Happy restoring, and enjoy
the ride!



