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THE MYSTERIOUS DEATH OF A
MOB UNDERBOSS: UNRAVELING
THE FRANK DECICCO AUTOPSY

The story of organized crime in America
is filled with tales of betrayal, violence,
and sudden, brutal ends. Few events
capture this grim reality more vividly
than the assassination of Gambino crime
family underboss Frank Decicco. On the
evening of April 13, 1986, Decicco was
killed by a powerful car bomb outside a

Veterans of Foreign Wars post in the
Dyker Heights section of Brooklyn. The
method of his murder was both shocking
and unprecedented in the New York
Mafia world at that time. Central to
understanding this pivotal moment in
mob history is the official medical-legal
investigation that followed. The Frank
Decicco autopsy report, while not a
public spectacle, provides critical,
forensic insight into the event that
reshaped the Gambino family and
accelerated the downfall of John Gotti.
This article delves deep into the
circumstances of Decicco's death, the
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findings of his autopsy, and its profound
implications within the broader context
of organized crime history.

The Man Behind
the Myth: Frank
Decicco's Place
In the Gambino
Family

To fully grasp the significance of the
Frank Decicco autopsy findings, it is
essential to understand who Frank
Decicco was. Born in 1935, Decicco,
known as "Frankie D," rose through the

ranks of the Gambino crime family. He
was a close ally of John Gotti and served
as a key figure in the coup that saw Gotti
take control of the family after the
assassination of boss Paul Castellano in
December 1985. Decicco was named the
family's underboss, the second-in-
command. His role was crucial; he was
the operational manager of the family's
day-to-day activities and a trusted
confidant of the new boss. His death,
therefore, was not just the loss of a
single mobster but a major blow to the
new Gotti administration, leaving a
power vacuum and exposing the volatile
nature of Mafia leadership.

THE ASSASSINATION: SETTING
THE STAGE FOR THE AUTOPSY
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The Bombing at
the VFW Post

The killing of Frank Decicco was a
meticulously planned hit. He was lured
to a meeting at a VFW post on 86th
Street in Brooklyn. As he and his
associate, Frank "Punchy" Pinchock,
approached a parked car, a massive
bomb—believed to have been placed
under the driver's seat—was detonated
remotely. The explosion was
catastrophic. Pinchock lost a leg and was
critically injured, while Decicco was
killed instantly. The event sent
shockwaves through the underworld,
primarily because it involved a car
bomb, a weapon rarely used by the

American Mafia, which typically favored
handguns or shotguns for close-range
executions. This departure from tradition
immediately raised questions about who
ordered the hit and why, making the
subsequent forensic analysis of the
Frank Decicco autopsy even more
critical for investigators.

Forensic
Context: Why the
Autopsy
Mattered

In high-profile murder cases, especially
those involving explosive devices, the



autopsy serves multiple purposes. It
aims to establish the cause and manner
of death, identify any contributing
factors, and collect trace evidence that
might link a suspect to the crime. For the
Frank Decicco autopsy, the medical
examiner's primary task was to
document the specific injuries caused by
the blast and to determine if any other
factors, such as a pre-existing medical
condition or a secondary weapon, played
a role. The autopsy also served a legal
purpose, creating an official record that
could be used in future prosecutions or
historical accounts of the event.

DISSECTING THE FRANK DECICCO
AUTOPSY: KEY FINDINGS

While the full Frank Decicco autopsy
report remains sealed or is otherwise

difficult for the public to access in its
entirety, historical accounts and law
enforcement summaries provide a clear
picture of the findings. The medical
examiner determined that the cause of
death was massive blunt force trauma
and extensive internal injuries consistent
with a high-velocity explosive blast.

Primary Cause of
Death: Blunt
~orce Trauma
and Blast Injuries

The autopsy revealed that Decicco did
not suffer from a single, isolated wound.
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Instead, he was subjected to a
catastrophic transfer of energy. The
explosion lifted the vehicle off the
ground and sent a shockwave through
the chassis. This force, combined with
the severe structural collapse of the
car's interior, caused multiple fatal
injuries. The medical examiner
documented:

e Massive Craniocerebral
Trauma: Decicco suffered severe
skull fractures and extensive
damage to his brain tissue. The
force was so immense that it was
inconsistent with a simple fall or a
car accident. This is a hallmark of
a large explosive device, where
the pressure wave alone can cause
fatal injury.

e Thoracic and Abdominal

Injuries: The autopsy found
ruptured internal organs, including
the heart, lungs, liver, and spleen.
Multiple ribs were fractured, and
the spinal column was likely
damaged. This level of internal
decimation is typical of a person
positioned directly above or very
near the epicenter of an
explosion—in this case, the
driver's seat.

Multiple Fractures of the
Lower Extremities: Decicco's
legs and pelvis would have been
shattered by the upward force of
the blast coming through the
floorboards of the vehicle.

These findings were consistent with a



"near-contact" detonation. The forensic
pathologist likely noted that Decicco was
likely rendered unconscious or died
instantly, given the immediate and
profound disruption of his central
nervous system.

Secondary
Findings: The
Role of Fire and
Debris

In addition to the primary blast injuries,
the Frank Decicco autopsy would
have documented secondary injuries.
The explosion caused a fire, which led to

partial burning of the body. However, the
speed of the blast and the subsequent
fire were such that the body was not
cremated, preserving valuable forensic
evidence. The autopsy would have
catalogued numerous lacerations and
puncture wounds from flying glass and
metal shards from the vehicle. These
"fragment wounds" provide evidence of
the bomb's composition. For instance, if
the bomb contained ball bearings or
nails, these would be recovered from the
body as trace evidence. In Decicco's
case, the primary damage came from
the vehicle itself, which acted as a
massive fragmentation device.
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Determining the
Manner of Death

Legally, the medical examiner classifies
the manner of death as one of five
options: natural, accident, suicide,
homicide, or undetermined. For Frank
Decicco autopsy, there was no
ambiguity. The manner of death was
clearly ruled a homicide. The presence
of a crude but powerful explosive device
under the driver's seat, the targeted
nature of the meeting, and the fact that
Decicco was a known high-ranking
mobster left no room for an alternative
conclusion. The autopsy solidified that
this was an act of calculated murder, not
an accident or a suicide.

INVESTIGATIVE INSIGHTS
GLEANED FROM THE AUTOPSY

Connecting the
Bomb to the
Bombers

The Frank Decicco autopsy was not an
isolated piece of evidence; it was a piece
of a larger forensic puzzle. The specific
pattern of injuries helped investigators
reconstruct the event. The fact that
Decicco was killed instantly while
Pinchock survived indicated that the
bomb was placed specifically on the
driver's side. This told investigators that
the killers intended to target Decicco




specifically and that they had access to
his vehicle or knew exactly where he
would be sitting. The autopsy data was
cross-referenced with debris analysis
from the scene. The type of explosives
used (likely dynamite or Tovex) and the
design of the detonator were studied to
identify the bomb maker. This forensic
trail eventually pointed toward a hit
ordered by the Genovese crime family,
specifically by Vincent "The Chin"
Gigante, who was attempting to
destabilize Gotti's regime and exact
revenge for the unapproved Castellano
hit.

Debunking Myths

and Mafia Lore

Over the years, various myths have
circulated about the Decicco bombing,
with some claiming he was decapitated
or completely obliterated. The Frank
Decicco autopsy provides a sobering
corrective to these exaggerations. While
the injuries were grotesque and fatal,
the body was largely intact. This forensic
reality is important because it reframes
the event from a simple "explosion" to a
targeted, efficient killing wusing a
sophisticated mechanism. The autopsy
report grounds the event in scientific
fact rather than sensationalized crime
legend.
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THE AFTERMATHsANDtBROADERecame more

HISTORICAL IMPACT

A Turning Point
for the Gambino
Family

The death of Frank Decicco was a
catastrophic event for John Gotti.
Decicco was one of the few people Gotti
truly trusted. He was a buffer between
Gotti and the rest of the family, a skilled
mediator who could handle the
administrative burdens of running an
organized crime syndicate. After the
Frank Decicco autopsy confirmed the
nature of the attack, the power

paranoid and less willing to delegate,
centralizing power in his own hands. This
paranoia led to a string of poorly
managed internal conflicts and made the
family more vulnerable to law
enforcement surveillance. The vacuum
left by Decicco was never truly filled,
contributing to the instability that
characterized Gotti's reign.

The Legacy of
the Autopsy In
Criminal Justice

From a law enforcement perspective, the
Frank Decicco autopsy was a standard



yet critical procedure that provided
documentary evidence for a case that
would never go to court. While no one
was ever definitively convicted for
Decicco's murder, the forensic evidence
was used in various trials and hearings
to illustrate the violent methods of
organized crime figures. The
investigation surrounding his death,
bolstered by the medical examiner's
findings, provided deeper insight into the
1985-1986 mob war. The autopsy
remains a part of the historical record, a
cold, clinical account of a violent and
tragic death that served as the opening
salvo in a war that would reshape the
American Mafia. It stands as a testament
to the clinical reality behind the
glamorized world of organized crime—a
world where betrayal is often repaid with

10

sudden, horrific violence.

CONCLUSION

The Frank Decicco autopsy is more
than just a medical document; it is a key
piece of evidence in one of the most
dramatic episodes in Mafia history. It
reveals the cold, brutal efficiency of a
professional mob hit and highlights the
transition from old-school handshake
killings to the use of remote-controlled
explosive devices. By examining the
specific injuries—massive blunt force
trauma, blast injuries, and fragmentation
wounds—we gain a clearer picture of the
violence that ended Frank Decicco's life
and forever altered the trajectory of the
Gambino crime family. While the
autopsy pages are clinical and detached,
they tell a story of ambition, betrayal,
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and the ultimate price of power within stark reminder that in the world of
the American underworld. It serves as a organized crime, no seat is safe, and
every alliance can be lethal.
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