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UNDERSTANDING THE NWEA MAP SCORES GRADE LEVEL CHART: A
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

The NWEA MAP Growth assessment is one of the most widely used standardized tests in K–12
education across the United States. For parents, teachers, and administrators, one of the most
powerful tools for interpreting a student’s performance is the Nwea Map Scores Grade Level
Chart. This chart provides a clear visual reference for where a student’s RIT score falls in relation to
national norms—showing whether they are on track, ahead, or in need of additional support. In this
article, we will break down everything you need to know about the grade level chart, how to read it,
how it is created, and how to use it effectively to support student growth.

WHAT IS THE NWEA MAP GROWTH ASSESSMENT?

The Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) is a computer-adaptive test created by NWEA (Northwest
Evaluation Association). Unlike traditional tests that give a single score for all students, MAP adapts
to each student’s ability level in real time. If a student answers correctly, the next question becomes
more  difficult;  if  they  answer  incorrectly,  the  next  question  becomes  easier.  This  adaptive  format
yields a precise, scaled score called a RIT score (Rasch Unit). RIT scores range from about 100 to
350 and are designed to remain consistent across grade levels, allowing educators to measure
academic growth over time.

Why RIT Scores Matter
RIT scores are the building blocks of the Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart. Because the scale
is equal-interval, a gain of 10 RIT points means the same amount of growth at any point on the
scale. This makes it possible to compare a student’s performance against their own previous scores,
as well as against national normative data. The grade level chart simply maps these RIT scores to
typical performance ranges for students in each grade and subject (usually reading, mathematics,
language usage, and science).

HOW THE NWEA MAP SCORES GRADE LEVEL CHART IS CREATED

Each year, NWEA collects millions of test results from schools across the United States. From this
data, they generate normative studies that show the median RIT score for each grade level and
subject, along with percentile ranks. The Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart typically displays
the 1st, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th, and 99th percentile scores for fall, winter, and spring testing
windows. Schools and districts use these norms to set growth targets, identify students who are
below or above grade level, and evaluate program effectiveness.

Percentiles Versus Percent Correct
A common misunderstanding is confusing percentiles with percentage correct. On the MAP test, a
student at the 50th percentile in reading does not mean they answered 50% of questions correctly.
Instead, it means they scored higher than 50% of students in the same grade who took the test
during the same term. The grade level chart translates RIT scores into these percentile ranks, giving
educators a clear benchmark for comparison.

READING THE NWEA MAP SCORES GRADE LEVEL CHART

A typical Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart for reading and math will appear as a table with
the following structure:

Grade (K–12)
Subject (Reading, Math, Language, Science)
Season (Fall, Winter, Spring)
Percentile columns (e.g., 1st, 10th, 25th, 50th, 75th, 90th, 99th)

For example, a third grader in the spring might have a median (50th percentile) RIT score of 198 in
reading. If a student scores 210, they are above the 75th percentile—meaning they are performing
well above the typical third grader. Conversely, a score of 180 would place them near the 10th
percentile, indicating a need for intervention.

Fall, Winter, and Spring Norms
The  chart  includes  separate  norms  for  each  testing  season  because  student  growth  occurs
throughout the year. A student’s spring score of 210 in reading might be average for fourth grade
but advanced for third grade. Comparing a student’s score to the correct season is essential for
accurate interpretation. Most schools test three times per year to track growth, and the grade level
chart provides the context needed to evaluate whether that growth is sufficient.

HOW EDUCATORS USE THE GRADE LEVEL CHART

Teachers and administrators rely on the Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart for several key
purposes:

Identifying Students Who Need Support
Students  performing  below  the  25th  percentile  are  often  flagged  for  additional  help,  such  as
targeted small-group instruction or intervention programs. The chart allows teachers to see exactly
how far below grade level a student is and to set realistic goals for catching up.

Setting Growth Targets
NWEA provides “Student Growth Percentiles” (SGP) that show how a student’s growth compares to
peers with similar starting scores. The grade level chart combined with SGP helps educators set
differentiated goals. A student at the 10th percentile might aim to reach the 25th, while a student at
the 90th might aim to maintain or exceed that level.

Communicating with Parents
Parent-teacher conferences become more productive when you can show a visual representation of
the grade level chart. Parents can see where their child stands and understand the progress they
have made. The chart demystifies the RIT score and makes abstract numbers tangible.

LIMITATIONS OF THE NWEA MAP SCORES GRADE LEVEL CHART

While the chart is an invaluable tool, it has limitations that users must keep in mind:

Norms are based on a representative sample, not your specific school. A student who1.
is at the 50th percentile nationally may still be below or above grade level expectations in a
particular district or state.
The chart does not measure all aspects of learning. MAP focuses on reading and math2.
skills as defined by common core standards. It does not assess creativity, critical thinking in
untested domains, or social-emotional development.
Score fluctuations are normal. A single test score is a snapshot. The chart should be used3.
alongside classroom performance, teacher observations, and other assessments.
Seasonal norms change over time. NWEA updates its norms every few years. The 20204.
norms may differ from the 2024 norms due to shifts in the national student population. Always
check the year of the norms you are using.

TIPS FOR PARENTS: HOW TO READ YOUR CHILD’S MAP SCORE REPORT USING THE
CHART

If you are a parent who has received a MAP score report, here is a simple step-by-step process for
using the Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart:

Find your child’s grade and the subject (e.g., Grade 4, Math).1.
Determine which testing season (fall, winter, or spring) is listed on the report.2.
Locate the column for the 50th percentile (the median).3.
Compare your child’s RIT score to that median. If it is higher, they are above average; if lower,4.
below.
Look at the percentile rank provided on the report. That tells you directly where they stand.5.
Ask the teacher about the student growth percentile (SGP) to see how much progress they are6.
making over time.

Remember, the goal is not to achieve the highest possible score on every test, but to see steady
growth. A student who starts at the 20th percentile and moves to the 35th is showing excellent
growth, even if they are still below grade level.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE NWEA MAP SCORES GRADE LEVEL CHART

What is the average MAP score for a 5th
grader in reading?
According to the most recent NWEA norms (2020), the average (50th percentile) spring RIT score for
5th grade reading is approximately 214. However, exact numbers vary slightly by subject and year.
Always refer to the official NWEA grade level chart for the most current data.

How often should a student’s MAP score
change?
MAP is designed to show growth, but not every testing window will show a large increase. Typical
growth from fall to spring is about 5–10 points in elementary reading and 4–8 points in math. A
student who shows no growth or a decline may need further investigation.

Can a student score above the 99th
percentile?
Yes, but the grade level chart generally stops at the 99th percentile. Scores above that are still valid
and indicate exceptional performance. The chart may include a note that scores above the 99th
percentile are rare and may not have enough normative data for precise comparison.

BEST PRACTICES FOR USING THE GRADE LEVEL CHART IN SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT

For schools and districts, the Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart  can drive data-informed
decision making:

Track cohorts over time. Follow a class of third graders through fifth grade to see if they
are maintaining growth relative to national norms.
Identify achievement gaps. Break down chart data by subgroups (e.g., English language
learners, students with disabilities) to see where disparities exist.
Align instruction to the data. If a large percentage of students are below the 25th
percentile in math number sense, consider a school-wide intervention in that domain.
Set realistic but ambitious goals. Use the chart to set goals that push students toward
higher percentiles while remaining achievable.

CONCLUSION

The Nwea Map Scores Grade Level Chart is more than just a table of numbers—it is a roadmap
for understanding student achievement and growth. By translating complex RIT scores into clear
percentile benchmarks, the chart empowers educators and parents to make informed decisions that
support  every  learner.  Whether  you  are  a  teacher  planning  differentiated  instruction,  a  parent
curious about your child’s progress, or an administrator evaluating school performance, mastering
the grade level chart is an essential skill. Remember to use it as one tool among many, and always
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focus  on  the  true  goal:  helping  every  student  grow  academically  and  thrive.  With  the  right understanding of the NWEA MAP scores grade level chart, you can turn data into meaningful action.


