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THE ENDURING
CHARM OF "WE'LL
MEET AGAIN" ON
THE UKULELE

There  are  few  songs
t h a t  c a r r y  t h e
emotional  weight  and
historical resonance of
"We'll  Meet  Again."
Originally  popularized
by  Dame  Vera  Lynn
during  the  Second
W o r l d  W a r ,  t h i s
timeless  ballad  has
become  a  symbol  of
hope,  resilience,  and
the promise of reunion.
For  ukulele  players,
learning  the  We  Ll

Meet  Again  chords
ukulele  arrangement
opens a door to a piece
of musical history that
remains  profoundly
r e l e v a n t  t o d a y .
Whether  you  are  a
beginner  strumming
your  first  chords  or  an
experienced  player
looking to add a classic
to your repertoire, this
song  offers  a  perfect
blend of simplicity and
emotional depth.
The  ukulele,  with  its
warm and gentle tone,
is  an ideal  instrument
fo r  th i s  nos ta lg ic
melody.  Unlike  more
complex  instruments,
the ukulele allows even
nov ice  p layers  to
capture  the  song's
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heartfelt  sentiment
with  relative  ease.  In
this  guide,  we  wi l l
explore everything you
need  to  know  about
playing  "We'll  Meet
Again" on your ukulele,
from  the  basic  chord
shapes  to  expressive
strumming  patterns
that will bring the song
to life.

A BRIEF HISTORY:
WHY THIS SONG
STILL MATTERS

Before we dive into the
chord  diagrams,  it  is
worth  understanding
t h e  c u l t u r a l
significance  of  "We'll
Meet  Again."  Written
by  Ross  Parker  and
Hughie  Char les  in
1939, the song became
an anthem for soldiers
and  their  fami l ies
during a time of global
uncerta inty .  Vera
Lynn ' s  r eco rd ing
captured  the  public
imagination,  offering  a

message of  hope that
t r a n s c e n d e d  t h e
hardships  of  war.
Decades  later,  the
song  cont inues  to
appear  in  films,
television  shows,  and
public  ceremonies.  Its
appearance in  Stanley
K u b r i c k ' s  " D r .
Strangelove"  and  its
u s e  d u r i n g  t h e
COVID-19 pandemic by
Queen  El izabeth  I I
d e m o n s t r a t e  i t s
enduring  power.  This
emotional  context  is
what makes the We Ll
Meet  Again  chords
ukulele progression so
rewarding to play. You
are  not  just  playing
n o t e s ;  y o u  a r e
par t ic ipat ing  in  a
legacy of  comfort  and
resilience.

GETTING STARTED:
THE ESSENTIAL
UKULELE CHORDS

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
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appealing  aspects  of
t h i s  s o n g  i s  i t s
harmonic  simplicity.
The entire piece can be
played  using  just  a
handful  of  chords,
making it accessible for
players  at  any  level.
Be fo re  you  beg in
strumming,  ensure
your  uku le le  i s  in
standard tuning: G-C-E-
A. Here are the primary
chords you will need to
master.

Primary
Major
Chords
T h e  s o n g  i s  m o s t
commonly  played  in
the  key  of  C  major,
which provides a bright
a n d  o p e n  s o u n d
perfect for the ukulele.
The chords you will use
most frequently are:

C major (C):

Place your ring
finger on the
third fret of the A
string (the
bottom string).
Strum all four
strings. This is
your home chord
and the tonal
center of the
song.
F major (F):
Place your index
finger on the first
fret of the E
string and your
middle finger on
the second fret
of the G string.
This chord adds a
gentle lift to the
harmony.
G7 (G dominant
seventh): Place
your index finger
on the first fret of
the E string, your
middle finger on
the second fret
of the C string,
and your ring
finger on the
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second fret of
the A string. The
G7 chord creates
a sense of
anticipation that
resolves
beautifully back
to C.
G major (G):
Some
arrangements
use a straight G
major instead of
G7. For this,
place your index
finger on the
second fret of
the C string, your
ring finger on the
third fret of the E
string, and your
middle finger on
the second fret
of the A string.

Transition
al and

Passing
Chords
To  add  dep th  and
authenticity,  you  may
e n c o u n t e r  a  f e w
additional  chords  in
m o r e  d e t a i l e d
arrangements:

Am (A minor):
Place your
middle finger on
the second fret
of the G string.
This chord
introduces a
touch of
melancholy, a
perfect fit for the
song's wartime
context.
Dm (D minor):
Place your index
finger on the first
fret of the A
string, your
middle finger on
the second fret
of the G string,
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and your ring
finger on the
second fret of
the C string. Dm
appears in the
bridge or more
intricate versions
of the tune.
E7 (E dominant
seventh): Place
your index finger
on the first fret of
the G string and
your middle
finger on the
second fret of
the A string. This
chord often
appears as a
passing chord
leading into Am
or F.

CHORD
PROGRESSION
BREAKDOWN:
VERSE AND
CHORUS

Now that you know the
basic  shapes,  let  us
look  at  the  specific

progression  used  in
m o s t  s t a n d a r d
renditions.  The beauty
of  the  We  Ll  Meet
Again chords ukulele
framework  is  that  the
verse and chorus share
a very similar harmonic
structure,  making  the
s o n g  e a s y  t o
memorize.

The Verse
Progressi
on
The  verses  carry  the
narrative  of  the  song,
and  the  chords  here
a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o
support  the  voca l
me lody  gen t l y .  A
t y p i c a l  v e r s e
progression in the key
of C looks like this:
C | C | G7 | G7 | C | C
| F | G7 |
You will notice that the
verse begins and ends
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wi th  the  C  cho rd ,
creating a strong sense
of home. The G7 chord
provides  a  dominant
function  that  pushes
the  harmony  forward.
When you reach the F
chord  in  the  second
half  of  the  verse,  it
offers a bright  contrast
before  the  G7 returns
to lead you back to C.

The
Chorus
Progressi
on
The  cho rus  i s  the
emotional climax of the
song and is where the
i c o n i c  t i t l e  l i n e
a p p e a r s .  T h e
progression  here  is
very  similar  to  the
verse,  with  a  slight
adjustment  to  build
energy:

C | C | G7 | G7 | C | C
| F | C |
The  primary  difference
in  the  chorus  is  that
instead of ending with
G 7 ,  y o u  r e s o l v e
direct ly  to  C.  This
change  provides  a
satisfying  finality  that
matches  the  hopeful
message of  the lyrics.
When you practice this
progression,  pay close
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e
transition from F back
to C. This is a common
movement in folk  and
popular music, and it is
worth practicing until it
feels smooth.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS TO
MATCH THE MOOD

Knowing  the  correct
chords is only half the
battle.  The  strumming
pattern you choose will
d e t e r m i n e  t h e
emotional  feel  of  your
performance.  Because
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"We'll Meet Again" is a
ballad,  you  generally
want  to  avoid  fast  or
aggressive  strumming.
Instead,  a im  for  a
pattern  that  breathes
and  flows  like  a  gentle
conversation.

The Basic
Down-Up
Pattern
For beginners, a simple
down-up (D-U) pattern
at a moderate tempo is
an  excellent  starting
point.  Strum down on
the beat and up on the
off-beat.  Keep  your
wrist  relaxed and aim
for  an  even  volume
across all  strings. This
pattern works well  for
both the verse and the
chorus and provides a
steady foundation.

The
Waltz-
Inspired
Pattern
(3/4
Time)
Many players interpret
"We'll Meet Again" in a
3/4  waltz  feel,  which
g i ves  i t  a  l i l t i ng ,
nostalgic  quality.  To
achieve  this,  use  a
pat te rn  o f  down,
down-up,  down-up.
Count 1, 2, 3  as you
play. On beat one, you
strum  down  firmly.  On
beats  two  and  three,
you use a lighter down-
up motion. This pattern
perfectly  captures  the
swaying,  sentimental
character  of  the  song.
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Fingerpic
king for
Advanced
Players
If  you are comfortable
with  your  chords  and
want  a  more  delicate
s o u n d ,  t r y
fingerpicking  the
arpeggios.  For  the  C
chord, pick the A string
with your thumb, then
the E string with your
index finger, and the C
string with your middle
finger. Roll through the
strings  slowly.  This
technique is especially
effective  during  the
verses,  allowing  the
lyrics  to  take  center
stage.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR MASTERING

THE SONG

Learning  the  We  Ll
Meet  Again  chords
ukulele progression is
a  rewarding  process,
but like any new piece,
it  requires  patience
and  focused  practice.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
strategies to  help you
improve more quickly.

Practice Chord1.
Transitions
Slowly: Identify
the two chords
you find most
difficult to switch
between.
Practice moving
from one to the
other in isolation.
For example,
practice the
transition from
G7 to C
repeatedly until
your fingers find
the positions
without
hesitation.
Use a2.
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Metronome:
The original song
has a steady,
unhurried tempo.
Set your
metronome to
around 80 beats
per minute (bpm)
for a comfortable
pace. Gradually
increase the
speed as you
become more
confident.
Sing While You3.
Play: The true
magic of this
song comes from
the combination
of chords and
melody. Even if
you are not a
confident singer,
humming the
tune while you
strum will help
you internalize
the rhythm and
phrasing.
Listen to4.
Recordings:
Spend time

listening to Vera
Lynn's original
recording as well
as modern
ukulele covers.
Pay attention to
how different
players interpret
the timing and
dynamics. This
will give you
ideas for your
own
performance.
Record5.
Yourself: Use
your phone to
record your
practice
sessions.
Listening back
will help you
identify areas
where your
strumming is
uneven or your
chord transitions
are slow.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
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HOW TO AVOID
THEM

When  learning  the
chords  for  this  song,
even  exper ienced
players can fall  into a
few  common  traps.
Being  aware  of  these
pitfalls  will  save  you
time and frustration.
Mistake  1:  Muffled
Strings
A  frequent  issue  is
accidentally  touching
adjacent  strings  with
your  fingers,  causing
them  to  sound  dull.
Check that your fingers
are  arched  and  that
o n l y  t h e  t i p s  a r e
pressing  down on  the
frets. The pads of your
fingers  should  not  be
touching  the  strings
above or below the one
you are fretting.
Mistake  2:  Rushing
the Tempo
Because  the  chord
changes  are  simple,
there  is  a  temptation

to  play  too  quickly.
This song benefits from
a  patient,  deliberate
pace. Rushing robs the
music of its emotional
weight. Let each chord
ring for its full duration
before  moving  to  the
next.
Mistake  3:  Ignoring
Dynamics
A  common  error  is
strumming every chord
with the same volume.
T o  c r e a t e  a  m o r e
e x p r e s s i v e
per fo rmance ,  t ry
playing  the  verses
more  softly  and  the
chorus  with  a  slightly
stronger  strum.  This
dynamic  contrast  will
make  your  rendition
more  engaging  for
l isteners.

EXPLORING
VARIATIONS AND
ALTERNATE
ARRANGEMENTS

While  the  basic  chord
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progression  we  have
outlined  is  perfectly
adequate for a faithful
rendition,  there  are
m a n y  w a y s  t o
personalize  the  song.
O n c e  y o u  h a v e
m a s t e r e d  t h e
fundamentals, consider
experimenting  with
these  variations.

Using a
Capo
If  the key of  C is  not
comfortable  for  your
vocal  range,  you  can
easily  transpose  the
song  using  a  capo.
Placing a capo on the
second fret and playing
the same chord shapes
will raise the key to D
major. On the fifth fret,
the shapes will produce
F  major.  This  flexibility
makes the We Ll Meet
Again chords ukulele
framework  adaptable
to  any  singer.

Adding
Seventh
Chords
for Color
Beyond  the  standard
G 7 ,  y o u  c a n
experiment  with  other
seventh  chords.  Try
replacing  the  F  chord
with Fmaj7 (place your
index finger on the first
fret of the E string and
your  middle  finger  on
the second fret of the
G string, leaving the C
and  A  strings  open).
This  substitution  adds
a dreamy, slightly jazzy
quality to the harmony.

Syncopat
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ed
Strummin

g
F o r  a  m o r e
contemporary feel, you
c a n  i n t r o d u c e
syncopation  into  your
strumming  pattern.
Instead  of  playing  a
steady  down-up,  try
skipping  a  beat  or
adding  an  extra  up-
strum  in  unexpected
places.  This  approach
works  well  if  you  are
playing  the  song in  a

group setting or want a
less traditional sound.

THE EMOTIONAL
CONNECTION:
PLAYING FOR AN
AUDIENCE

Ultimately, the goal of
learning  the  We  Ll
Meet  Again  chords
ukulele  arrangement
is  to share the song's
message of  hope with
others.  Whether  you
are  playing  for  family
m e m b e r s  a t  a
gathering,  performing
at an open mic night,
or  simply  recording  a
video for social media,
the emotional


