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UNLOCKING ACADEMIC SUCCESS
WITH LAMAR UNIVERSITY
BLACKBOARD

In today's digital learning environment,
having  a  reliable  and  robust  online
platform  is  essential  for  academic
achievement. For students and faculty at
Lamar University, that platform is Lamar
University  Blackboard.  This  learning
management  system  serves  as  the
central  hub  for  course  materials,
assignments,  grades,  communication,
and  collaboration.  Whether  you  are  a
new  freshman  navigating  your  first
online course or a seasoned professor,
understanding  how  to  effectively  use
Blackboard  can  significantly  enhance
your educational experience. This guide
provides  a  comprehensive  overview of
Lamar  University  Blackboard,  covering
everything from initial login to advanced
features that can help you thrive in your
academic journey.

WHAT IS LAMAR UNIVERSITY
BLACKBOARD?

Lamar  University  Blackboard  is  a
customized  version  of  the  widely
adopted  Blackboard  Learn  platform,
tailored to meet the specific needs of the
Lamar  University  community.  It  is  an
integrated  online  learning  environment
that enables instructors to deliver course
content, manage assignments, facilitate
discussions,  and provide feedback.  For
students,  it  offers  a  single  point  of

access for all enrolled courses, making it
easy to stay organized and on track. The
platform is accessible from any device
with  an  internet  connection,  including
desktop computers, laptops, tablets, and
smartphones,  allowing  for  flexible
learning anytime, anywhere. More than
just a digital filing cabinet, Blackboard is
an  interactive  ecosystem  designed  to
foster  engagement  and  streamline
academic  workflows.

GETTING STARTED WITH LAMAR
UNIVERSITY BLACKBOARD

Accessing the
Platform
To access Lamar University Blackboard,
simply  navigate  to  the  official  Lamar
University  website  and  locate  the
Blackboard  login  link,  or  point  your
browser  directly  to  the  Blackboard
portal.  The  login  page  is  secure  and
requires  your  university  credentials,
which are typically your campus-wide ID
(CWID)  and  your  associated  password.
Th is  i s  the  same  username  and
password  you  use  for  other  university
services, such as your student email and
self-service banner.

Navigating the
Dashboard
Once logged in, you will be greeted by
the Blackboard Dashboard. This is your
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personalized  home  screen  where  you
can  see  an  overview  of  your  current
courses,  any  upcoming  assignments,
recent  announcements,  and  your
university notifications. The dashboard is
highly  customizable,  allowing  you  to
rearrange  modules  to  prioritize  the
information most important to you. From
here, you can click into any course card
to  enter  that  specific  course's  site.  The
global navigation menu at the top of the
screen gives you quick access to your
courses,  calendar,  messages,  and
personal  settings.

Using the
Blackboard
Mobile App
For  students  and  instructors  who  are
constantly on the move, the Blackboard
mobile  app  is  an  invaluable  tool.
Available  for  both  iOS  and  Android
devices, the app provides access to most
of  the  core  features  of  the  desktop
version.  You  can  view course  content,
participate in discussions, check grades,
receive  push  notifications  for  new
assignments  and  feedback,  and  even
submit  work directly  from your phone.
Downloading  the  official  Blackboard  app
from your device's app store and logging
in with your Lamar University credentials
ensures  you  never  miss  an  important
update,  even  when  away  from  your
computer.

KEY FEATURES AND TOOLS FOR
STUDENTS

Lamar University Blackboard is rich with
features  designed  to  support  effective
learning. Understanding these tools can
help you manage your coursework more

efficiently and engage more deeply with
your studies.

Course Content
and Modules
Instructors  organize  course  materials
into  modules  or  folders,  which  often
correspond  to  weekly  topics  or  specific
units of study. Here you will  find lecture
notes, PowerPoint presentations, reading
assignments,  multimedia  content,  and
links  to  external  resources.  You  can
download materials for offline viewing or
access them directly within the browser.
Using the course content area effectively
means staying organized and reviewing
materials in the sequence intended by
your  instructor  to  build  knowledge
progressively.

Assignments and
Submissions
Submitting assignments through Lamar
University Blackboard is straightforward.
When  you  are  ready  to  submit  work,
navigate to the appropriate assignment
link within your course. You can typically
upload files  in  common formats  such as
PDF, Word, Excel, or PowerPoint. Some
assignments  may  also  use  inline  text
submission. It is crucial to pay attention
to the submission guidelines,  including
file  format  restrictions  and  deadline
information.  The system will  provide a
confirmation  receipt,  so  you  can  be
confident  that  your  work  has  been
submitted successfully. Most instructors
also  enable  the  SafeAssign  plagiarism
detection tool, which checks your work
against  a  vast  database  of  academic
sources to ensure originality.



Lamar University Blackboard 3

3

Grades and
Feedback
Tracking  your  academic  progress  is
simple  with  the  My  Grades  tool.  This
feature provides a comprehensive view
of all your graded items for each course,
including  scores,  instructor  feedback,
and comments. You can see how you are
performing  in  real  time  and  identify
areas where you may need to improve.
Instructors often use the inline grading
feature  to  provide  detailed  comments
directly on your submitted work, which
can  be  an  invaluable  resource  for
understanding your strengths and areas
for growth.

Discussion
Boards
Discussion boards are a cornerstone of
online and blended learning, allowing for
asynchronous  communication  and
collaboration.  Instructors  may  post
prompts  for  class  discussions,  and
students can reply with their thoughts,
respond to  classmates,  and engage in
meaningful  academic  dialogue.  To
participate  effectively,  read  the  prompt
carefully,  contribute original ideas, and
respond  respectful ly  to  others.
Discussion  boards  are  often  graded
based on the quality and frequency of
contributions,  so  active participation is
encouraged. Use the "subscribe" feature
to  receive  notifications  when  new  posts
are added to a thread you are following.

Blackboard
Collaborate Ultra
For real-time virtual classes, office hours,
and  group  meetings,  Lamar  University
Blackboard  integrates  with  Blackboard
Collaborate Ultra. This web conferencing
tool allows for live audio, video, screen
sharing,  and  interactive  whiteboard
sessions. You can join sessions directly
from your course site without needing to
instal l  any  addit ional  software.
Collaborate  Ultra  also  features  a  chat
panel, polling capabilities, and breakout
rooms for small group work. Sessions are
often recorded, so you can revisit them
later for review or catch up if you missed
a live session.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS FOR
INSTRUCTORS USING LAMAR
UNIVERSITY BLACKBOARD

Designing Your
Course
For faculty, Blackboard offers a powerful
set  of  tools  to  design,  deliver,  and
m a n a g e  c o u r s e s .  T h e  c o u r s e
management  interface  allows  you  to
structure  content,  create  assignments
and tests, manage the grade center, and
communicate  with  students.  You  can
control  the  availability  of  content,  set
adaptive  release  rules,  and  customize
t h e  c o u r s e  m e n u  t o  s u i t  y o u r
pedagogical  style.  Investing  time  in
building  a  well-organized  and  visually
appealing  course  site  can  greatly
improve  student  engagement  and
learning  outcomes.  Blackboard  also
provides  templates  and  best  practice
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guides to help you get started.

Assessment and
Grade Center
The Grade Center is a dynamic tool that
goes  beyond  simply  recording  scores.
You  can  create  weighted  columns,
calculate  running  totals,  and  organize
g r a d e s  b y  c a t e g o r i e s  s u c h  a s
assignments, quizzes, and participation.
The system also allows you to provide
rich  feedback  through  rubrics,  inline
comments,  and  audio  or  video  notes.
Automated grading for quizzes and tests
saves  time,  while  manual  override
options  give  you  full  control  when
needed.  The  Grade  Center  integrates
with the university's student information
system, streamlining the process of final
grade submission.

Communicating
with Students
Effective  communication  is  vital  for  a
successful  learning  experience.
Blackboard provides several channels for
instructor-student  interaction.  The
Announcements  tool  is  perfect  for
broadcasting important  updates  to  the
entire class. The Messages tool functions
like internal  email,  allowing for private
communication between instructors and
ind iv idua l  s tudents  or  groups .
Additionally, the Calendar feature can be
used to post important dates, deadlines,
a n d  e v e n t  r e m i n d e r s ,  w h i c h
automatically  sync  with  students'
personal  calendars.

TIPS FOR SUCCESS ON LAMAR

UNIVERSITY BLACKBOARD

For Students
Check Daily: Make it a habit to
log in to Lamar University
Blackboard at least once a day to
check for new announcements,
assignments, and discussion posts.
Consistent engagement helps you
stay ahead and avoid last-minute
surprises.
Organize Your Notifications:
Customize your notification
settings to receive alerts for new
grades, assignment due dates, and
discussion replies. You can choose
to receive these via email, text
message, or within the Blackboard
app.
Use the Calendar: The
integrated calendar is a powerful
tool for time management. Input
all your assignment due dates and
exam schedules from your syllabus
into the calendar to get a clear
overview of your workload.
Participate Actively: Engage
with discussion boards and group
projects. Active participation not
only improves your understanding
of the material but also
demonstrates your commitment to
the course.
Seek Help Early: If you
encounter technical issues or have
trouble finding course content, do
not wait. Contact the university's
IT help desk or your instructor
promptly. Most problems can be
resolved quickly if caught early.
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For Instructors
Plan Your Course Structure:
Organize your course content in a
logical and consistent manner
before the semester begins. Use
clear naming conventions for files
and modules to reduce student
confusion.
Leverage Automation: Take
advantage of features like
automated grading for quizzes,
adaptive release of content, and
due date reminders to reduce
administrative workload and
provide timely feedback.
Provide Clear Instructions: For
every assignment, discussion, or
test, include detailed instructions,
expectations, and grading criteria.
Using rubrics can help students
understand exactly how they will
be evaluated.
Foster Community: Use
discussion boards and Collaborate
Ultra sessions to build a sense of
community within your course.
Encourage student interaction and
create opportunities for
collaborative learning.
Review Analytics: Blackboard
provides course analytics that
show how students are interacting
with your materials. Use this data
to identify which resources are
being used most frequently and
where students may be struggling.

TROUBLESHOOTING COMMON
ISSUES ON LAMAR UNIVERSITY
BLACKBOARD

Even with a stable platform, users may
occasionally  encounter  technical
difficulties. Knowing how to troubleshoot

common  problems  can  save  valuable
time and reduce frustration.

Login Problems
If  you  are  unable  to  log  in  to  Lamar
University  Blackboard,  first  verify  that
you are using the correct username and
password.  Remember  that  your
credentials  are  the  same as  for  other
university systems. If you have forgotten
your  password,  use  the  "Forgot
Password" link on the login page to reset
it using your registered email address. If
the  issue  persists,  contact  the  Lamar
University IT Service Desk for assistance.

Content Not
Displaying
Correctly
Sometimes course content may not load
or  display  properly.  This  can  often  be
resolved  by  clearing  your  browser's
cache  and  cookies,  or  by  trying  a
different  web browser  (such  as  Chrome,
Firefox,  or  Edge).  Ensure  that  your
browser is up to date and that you have
the necessary plugins enabled, such as
Adobe  Reader  for  PDF  files  or  Flash
Player  for  older  multimedia  content.  If
you are using the mobile app, make sure
it is updated to the latest version.

Assignment
Submission
Errors
I f  you  encounter  an  error  when
submitting an assignment, check the file
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size  and  format  requirements  specified
by  your  instructor.  Large  files  may  take
longer to upload, so ensure you have a
stable  internet  connection.  If  the
submission fails,  do not  panic.  Take a
screenshot  of  the  error  message  if
possible,  and  then  contact  your
instructor  or  the  IT  help  desk  for
guidance.  In  the  meantime,  you  can
often send your assignment via email to
your instructor as a backup, but always
follow  up  with  the  official  submission
once  the  issue  is  resolved.

Accessing
Blackboard
Support
L a m a r  U n i v e r s i t y  p r o v i d e s
comprehens ive  suppor t  fo r  i t s
Blackboard users. The IT Service Desk is
available via phone, email, and live chat
during business hours. Additionally, the
university  offers  online  tutorials,  FAQs,
and knowledge base articles that cover a
wide  range  of  topics,  from  basic
navigation  to  advanced  features.  For
academic  support  related  to  course

content,  always  reach  out  to  your
instructor  first.  They  can  provide  clarity
on assignments,  deadlines,  and course
expectations.

CONCLUSION

Lamar  University  Blackboard  is  more
than  just  a  digital  classroom;  it  is  a
comprehensive ecosystem that supports
teaching, learning, and collaboration. By
taking the time to become familiar with
its features and tools, both students and
faculty  can  unlock  a  more  organized,
efficient,  and  engaging  academic
expe r i ence .  F rom  submi t t i ng
assignments  and  tracking  grades  to
participating in live virtual sessions and
providing detailed feedback, Blackboard
empowers  the  Lamar  University
community  to  achieve  its  educational
goals.  Whether  you  are  accessing  the
platform from a desktop in the library or
from  your  phone  between  classes,
mastering Lamar University  Blackboard
is a key step toward academic success.
Embrace  the  platform,  explore  its
capabilities, and make it an integral part
of your learning journey. With practice,
you will find that Blackboard becomes an
indispensable partner in your pursuit of
knowledge.


