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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING
HISTORY THROUGH PUZZLES

Few  events  in  American  history  have
reshaped the nation as profoundly as the
Great Depression. For students studying
U.S. history, Chapter 22 often marks a
turning point in the curriculum, moving
from the roaring prosperity of the 1920s
into the devastating economic collapse
that followed. One of the most common
tools  teachers  use  to  help  students
master  this  dense  material  is  the
crossword puzzle. The Chapter 22 The
Great Depression Begins Crossword
Puzzle Answers serve as a gateway for
students  to  solidify  key  vocabulary,
concepts, and historical figures in a way
that feels more like a game than a test.
But these puzzles are far more than a
simple  review  exercise.  They  are  a
structured  method  for  breaking  down
complex  causes  and  effects  into
memorable pieces. This article provides
a  thorough  walkthrough  of  the  typical
answers found in such a puzzle,  while
also  offering  deep  historical  context  to
help  you  understand  why  each  term
matters.  Whether  you  are  a  student
checking your  work,  a  teacher  looking
for a reliable answer key,  or  a history
enthusiast  refreshing  your  knowledge,
this guide will give you both the answers
and the story behind them.

HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE FOR
YOUR CHAPTER 22 CROSSWORD
PUZZLE

Before  diving  into  the  answers,  it  is
useful to understand how this guide is
organized.  Most  textbooks,  such  as
American  Anthem  or  The  American
Vision, structure Chapter 22 around the
immediate  causes  o f  the  Great
Depression,  the  stock  market  crash of
1929, and the early years of the crisis
under  President  Herbert  Hoover.  The
crossword  puzzle  typically  includes
between 15 and 25 terms. In this article,
you  will  find  the  answers  listed  clearly,
followed  by  a  detailed  explanation  of
each term within its  historical  context.
This approach ensures that you are not
simply  copying  answers  but  actually
learning the material. Using the Chapter
22  The  Great  Depression  Begins
Crossword Puzzle Answers as a study
tool  rather  than  a  shortcut  wi l l
significantly  improve  your  retention  for
quizzes  and  exams.

COMPLETE LIST OF COMMON
CHAPTER 22 CROSSWORD
PUZZLE ANSWERS

Below  is  a  comprehensive  list  of  the
most frequently appearing answers in a
Chapter 22 crossword puzzle about the
beginning of the Great Depression. The
terms are grouped by category for easier
study.
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Key Economic
Terms

Speculation: The practice of
buying stocks or other assets with
the hope of selling them at a
higher price later, often involving
risky behavior.
Margin: Buying a stock by paying
only a fraction of the total cost and
borrowing the rest from a broker.
Dow Jones Industrial Average:
The most widely used barometer
of the stock market's health,
representing the performance of
major industrial companies.
Bull Market: A prolonged period
of rising stock prices and general
investor optimism.
Bank Run: A widespread panic in
which depositors rush to withdraw
their money from a bank, often
leading to the bank's collapse.
Depression: A severe, long-term
economic downturn characterized
by high unemployment, low
production, and falling prices.

Key People and
Groups

Herbert Hoover: The president of
the United States when the Great
Depression began.
Al Smith: The Democratic
candidate who lost to Herbert
Hoover in the 1928 presidential
election.
Bonus Army: A group of World
War I veterans who marched on
Washington in 1932 to demand

early payment of a bonus
promised to them.
Douglas MacArthur: The U.S.
Army general who led the
controversial dispersal of the
Bonus Army.

Causes and
Conditions

Overproduction: The economic
problem of producing more goods
than consumers can buy, leading
to falling prices and layoffs.
Unequal Distribution of
Wealth: A condition in which a
small percentage of the population
controls a large percentage of the
nation's income and assets.
Tariff: A tax on imported goods,
often used to protect domestic
industries but sometimes
triggering trade wars.
Hawley-Smoot Tariff: The
highest protective tariff in U.S.
history, passed in 1930, which
worsened the global depression.
Hooverville: A derogatory name
for shantytowns built by homeless
people during the Great
Depression.

Programs and
Policies

Reconstruction Finance
Corporation (RFC): A federal
agency created by Hoover in 1932
to provide emergency loans to
banks, railroads, and other key
businesses.
Trickle-Down Economics: The
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theory that benefits provided to
businesses and the wealthy will
eventually "trickle down" to the
middle class and the poor.
Volunteerism: Hoover's preferred
approach to economic relief,
asking businesses to voluntarily
maintain wages and employment.

UNDERSTANDING THE CAUSES OF
THE GREAT DEPRESSION

To fully grasp why the Chapter 22 The
Great Depression Begins Crossword
Puzzle  Answers  matter,  one  must
understand the historical context behind
each term. The Great Depression did not
begin  suddenly  on  Black  Tuesday,
October  29,  1929.  Instead,  the  stock
market crash was the dramatic trigger
that  exposed  deep,  under ly ing
weaknesses in the American economy.

The Flawed
Foundations of
the 1920s
Economy
The 1920s appeared to be a decade of
endless prosperity, but the wealth was
not evenly distributed. A mere 1 percent
of  the  population  owned  nearly  60
percent  of  the  nation's  wealth.  This
unequal distribution of wealth meant
that most American families did not have
the purchasing power to buy the flood of
consumer  goods  being  produced  by
factories.  As a result,  overproduction
became a chronic problem. Companies
continued to produce goods at a rapid
pace,  but  warehouses  filled  up  with
unsold  inventory.  To  maintain  profits,

businesses  began  laying  off  workers,
which further reduced consumer buying
power. This created a vicious downward
spiral  that  the crossword puzzle terms
capture well.

The Role of
Speculation and
Buying on Margin
One of the most dangerous practices of
t h e  l a t e  1 9 2 0 s  w a s  r a m p a n t
speculation  in  the  stock  market.
Investors  were  so  confident  that  prices
would keep rising that they engaged in
buying on margin,  meaning they put
down as little as 10 percent of a stock's
price and borrowed the rest from their
broker.  This  practice  amplified  gains
when the market was rising, but it also
magnified  losses  when  the  market
turned. When stock prices began to fall
in  late  October  1929,  brokers  issued
margin calls,  demanding that investors
repay their  loans.  Investors  who could
not pay were forced to sell their shares,
which drove prices down even further.
The result was a catastrophic collapse of
the bull market that had characterized
the Roaring Twenties.

THE DAY THE MUSIC DIED: BLACK
TUESDAY AND ITS AFTERMATH

On Black Tuesday, October 29, 1929, the
stock market completely crumbled. The
Dow Jones Industrial Average fell by
nearly 12 percent that single day, and by
the end of 1929, investors had lost more
than  $40  billion.  However,  the  crash
i t se l f  d i d  no t  cause  the  G rea t
Depression.  It  was  the  chain  reaction
that  followed  that  turned  a  financial
panic  into  a  decade-long  economic
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catastrophe.

The Banking
Crisis and Bank
Runs
When the stock market crashed, many
banks  that  had  invested  depositor
money in the stock market faced huge
losses.  Rumors  began  to  spread  that
banks  were  insolvent,  triggering
widespread  bank  runs.  Terrified
depositors  lined  up  outside  banks  to
withdraw  their  life  savings.  Because
banks  only  keep  a  fraction  of  their
deposits in cash, they could not satisfy
all  withdrawal  requests simultaneously.
Thousands  of  banks  failed  across  the
country,  wiping  out  the  savings  of
millions of ordinary Americans. This loss
of  savings  destroyed  consumer
confidence  and  further  reduced
spending,  deepening  the  economic
crisis.

HERBERT HOOVER: A PRESIDENT
TRAPPED BY PHILOSOPHY

President  Herbert  Hoover  is  often
portrayed as a cold, uncaring leader who
did  nothing  to  help  the  suffering
American  people.  The  truth  is  more
complex.  Hoover  was  a  humanitarian
who had organized massive food relief
efforts  in  Europe  during  World  War  I.
H o w e v e r ,  h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f
volunteerism and his belief in trickle-
down economics  prevented him from
taking the aggressive federal action that
the  crisis  required.  He  believed  that
direct  government relief  would destroy
the  American  spirit  of  self-reliance.
Instead,  he  asked  businesses  to
voluntar i ly  maintain  wages  and

employment. When that approach failed,
he  reluctantly  signed  the  Hawley-
Smoot Tariff into law in 1930, hoping to
protect American industry. Instead, other
nations  retaliated  with  their  own  tariffs,
and international trade collapsed.

The
Reconstruction
Finance
Corporation
By 1932, Hoover realized that voluntary
efforts  were  insufficient.  He  created  the
Reconstruction Finance Corporation
(RFC)  to  provide  emergency  loans  to
banks,  railroads,  and  other  large
businesses.  While  the  RFC  was  a
significant step, it was too little, too late.
Critics argued that the RFC only helped
the  wealthy  and  powerful,  not  the
ordinary citizens who were losing their
homes  and  jobs.  This  perception  was
reinforced  by  the  growing  number  of
Hoovervilles,  shantytowns  built  on
vacant  land  by  the  homeless,  which
became  a  bitter  symbol  of  Hoover's
perceived failure.

THE BONUS ARMY: A DEFINING
CONFRONTATION

One  of  the  most  tragic  events  of
Hoover's presidency involved the Bonus
Army.  In  the  summer  of  1932,  more
than  15,000  World  War  I  veterans
marched  on  Washington  to  demand
early payment of a bonus that Congress
had promised them in 1924. The bonus
was not due until 1945, but the veterans
were desperate for money to feed their
families.  The  veterans  set  up  a  large
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encampment  and  promised  to  leave
peacefully  once  their  demands  were
heard. Hoover, fearing a violent uprising
and  worried  about  the  budget  deficit,
o rde red  the  A rmy  to  c l ea r  the
encampment.  General  Douglas
MacArthur  went  beyond  his  orders,
leading cavalry,  tanks,  and infantry  to
disperse  the  veterans.  Soldiers  burned
the  shantytown  and  tear-gassed  the
veterans, including many who were still
suffering  from  war  wounds.  The  images
of  the  U.S.  Army  attacking  its  own
veterans  shocked  the  nation  and
destroyed  whatever  political  credibility
Hoover had left.

WHY CROSSWORD PUZZLES
WORK FOR LEARNING HISTORY

You  might  wonder  why  teachers
consistently turn to the Chapter 22 The
Great Depression Begins Crossword
Puzzle  Answers  as  a  teaching  tool.
Research  in  educational  psychology
suggests that active recall and retrieval
practice  are  among  the  most  effective
ways  to  learn  new  information.  A
crossword  puzzle  requires  students  to

actively  retrieve  a  term from memory
rather than passively recognizing it in a
multiple-choice format. Additionally, the
puzzle  format  provides  clues  that
connect  the  term  to  its  definition  or
historical context, helping students build
a mental  web of related concepts.  For
example,  when  a  student  fills  in
"Hooverville"  for  the  clue  "shantytown
named  after  a  president,"  they  are
simultaneously  recalling  the  term,  its
meaning,  and  the  social  criticism
embedded  in  the  name.  This  multi-
layered  learning  is  far  more  effective
than  simple  memorization.

SEMANTIC CONNECTIONS AND
STUDY TIPS

To make the most of the Chapter 22
The  Great  Depression  Begins
Crossword  Puzzle  Answers,  try  the
following  study  strategies.  First,  group
related  terms  together.  For  instance,
connect  "speculation,"  "margin,"  and
"bull  market"  as  a  cluster  of  terms
related  to  the  stock  market  boom.
Second, create a timeline that links the
terms to


