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UNLOCKING THE SECRETS OF "THE DEVIL AND TOM WALKER" THROUGH
CROSSWORD PUZZLES

Washington Irving’s classic short story, "The Devil and Tom Walker," first published in 1824, remains
a staple of American literature. Its dark themes of greed, moral decay, and the Faustian bargain
continue to captivate readers. For students and literature enthusiasts alike, engaging with this tale
often  involves  quizzes,  study  guides,  and,  increasingly,  crossword  puzzles.  If  you  have  been
searching for The Devil and Tom Walker crossword puzzle answers, you have come to the
right place. This article not only provides the answers to common clues but also explores the story’s
deeper meaning, characters, and symbols—turning a simple puzzle into a rich learning experience.
Crossword puzzles are an excellent way to reinforce vocabulary, themes, and plot details. Whether
you are a teacher preparing a classroom activity, a student cramming for an exam, or a lifelong
learner revisiting Irving’s work, understanding the context behind each answer makes the puzzle
more  rewarding.  Below,  we break  down the  key  elements  of  the  story  and offer  a  comprehensive
guide to the most frequently encountered crossword clues.

Why "The Devil and Tom Walker" Appears
in Crosswords
Literature-based crosswords are popular in educational settings because they test comprehension in
a  fun,  interactive  way.  "The  Devil  and  Tom Walker"  is  particularly  well-suited  because  of  its
memorable  character  names,  specific  locations,  and  moralistic  vocabulary.  Words  like  "Deacon,"
"swamp," "Old Scratch," and "usury" appear frequently. Additionally, the story’s setting in colonial
New England, near Boston, provides geographical clues. By mastering these terms, you not only
solve the puzzle but also deepen your understanding of the narrative.
Moreover,  the story’s  allegorical  nature means that  many clues ask for  synonyms of  abstract
concepts: greed, hypocrisy, temptation. Recognizing these connections is key to filling in the grid. To
help  you,  we  have  organized  the  most  common  clues  and  their  answers,  along  with  brief
explanations of why they appear.

COMMON CROSSWORD CLUES AND THEIR ANSWERS

Below is a categorized list of clues drawn from typical puzzles about "The Devil and Tom Walker."

Use this as a reference while you work through your own crossword. The answers are presented with
the clue first, followed by the solution in parentheses, and then a short rationale.

Character Names and Descriptions
Tom’s miserly wife (____ Walker) – Answer: Mrs. Walker (or simply "Wife" but often "Mrs.
Walker"). She shares Tom’s greed and tries to make her own deal with the devil.
The devil in the story (Old ____) – Answer: Scratch. "Old Scratch" is a colloquial name for
the devil, used prominently in the tale.
Wealthy landowner who made a deal with the devil (____ Crowninshield) – Answer:
Absalom. Absalom Crowninshield is a pirate mentioned as having sold his soul.
Tom’s profession (____ broker) – Answer: Usurer. After gaining wealth, Tom becomes a
cruel money lender—a usurer.
Man who tempts Tom (The Devil / The Black Man / Old Scratch) – Answer: The devil,
also called the "black woodsman" in the story.

Settings and Locations
The swamp where Tom meets the devil (____ Swamp) – Answer: Charles? (Actually, it's
often just "the swamp" near Boston; some puzzles call it "the Great Swamp" or "the swamp
near Charlestown." Check your puzzle for "Great Swamp" or "Charlestown Swamp.")
The forest where the devil appears (____ Woods) – Answer: Instead of a specific name,
the clue might be "dark forest" or "pine forest." However, "Indian fort" is a landmark where the
devil is first seen.
The city near the story’s setting (Boston / ____) – Answer: Boston. The story is set in the
Boston area, specifically near Charles River and the surrounding towns.

Plot Points and Themes
What Tom demands from the devil (____) – Answer: Treasure or wealth. Tom bargains for
the hidden pirate treasure.
What Tom refuses to do for the devil (become a ____) – Answer: Slave trader. Tom
initially refuses to engage in the slave trade but later relents.
Item Tom uses to seal the deal (his ____) – Answer: Blood. He signs a compact with his
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own blood.
What happens to Tom at the end (he is ____ away) – Answer: Taken. The devil carries him
away on a black horse.
Tom’s fatal flaw (____) – Answer: Greed. It drives him to make the deal and eventually leads
to his ruin.

Vocabulary and Literary Terms
Extreme greed or desire for wealth (____) – Answer: Avarice.
Hypocritical religious devotion (____) – Answer: Piety. Tom becomes outwardly religious to
avoid the devil.
Person who lends money at exorbitant interest (____) – Answer: Usurer.
What the devil leaves as a mark (a ____) – Answer: Black mark or fingerprint. On Tom’s
forehead.
Author of the story (Washington ____) – Answer: Irving.

If your puzzle uses more esoteric clues, like "The tree that the devil uses as a ledger" – that is a
"hemlock" tree, which he carves names into. Or "the sound that announces the devil’s arrival" –
"thunder" or "rumbling." Always think about the sensory details Irving provides.

HOW TO USE THESE ANSWERS EFFECTIVELY

Simply copying answers from a list  may solve the puzzle,  but to truly benefit,  consider the story’s
context. For instance, the clue "Tom’s wife’s fate" might be answered as "disappeared" or "killed" –
she goes to the swamp and never returns. Understanding that she attempted to bargain with the
devil and was punished adds depth to your reading. Similarly, "the devil’s tree" is not just any
tree—it is the one where he keeps his accounts, symbolizing the irreversibility of sin.
When you encounter an answer like "hypocrite," think about Tom’s behavior: he carries a Bible,
prays loudly, but continues to cheat his neighbors. The crossword becomes a lens for character
analysis. Teachers often design puzzles that reward such critical thinking. So, while you may find the
answer "hypocrite" in our list, remember how Irving uses religious hypocrisy to critique society.

Tips for Solving "The Devil and Tom
Walker" Crosswords

Read the story first. Even a summary will refresh your memory about key names and1.
events. Many clues are directly from the text.
Look for repeated words. "Old Scratch," "Kidd," "Deacon," "usurer," "swamp," "horse,"2.
"Bible," "cloven hoof" — these appear in almost every puzzle.
Use word lengths. If a clue is "Tom’s first name (4 letters)" – it is "Tom" (actually three3.

letters, but sometimes "Thomas" is not used; check the grid. Usually "Tom" is three letters,
but if they want four, it might be "Toma"? No. In the story, his full name is just Tom Walker. So
a four-letter answer might be "Tame" or "John"? Unlikely. Actually, be cautious: a puzzle might
ask for "Tom’s wife (7 letters)" – "Mrs. Tom" not possible. Better to rely on the specific puzzle.)
Don’t forget the author. "Washington Irving" appears often, sometimes as "Irving" or "W.4.
Irving."
Remember the moral. Clues like "The lesson of the story (____)" – answer: "Greed leads to5.
destruction" or "Faustian bargain" – but crossword answers need to be single words or short
phrases. Typically "morality" or "warning."

THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF CROSSWORD PUZZLES

Crossword puzzles serve as a formative assessment tool. Instead of a traditional quiz, teachers can
assign a  crossword that  requires  students  to  recall  specific details,  apply  vocabulary,  and connect
symbols. For "The Devil and Tom Walker," a puzzle might include clues like "pirate whose treasure is
buried" (Kidd) or "the devil’s appearance: a ____ man" (black). By searching for The Devil and Tom
Walker crossword puzzle answers, students engage in active learning—they are not just passive
recipients of information.
Moreover, solving a puzzle reinforces the story’s Gothic elements. The swamp, the rotting trees, the
mysterious Indian fort—all become memorable through word association. For instance, the clue
"miserable condition of the swamp" might be "morass" or "quagmire," both excellent vocabulary
words. The repetition of such terms through a crossword helps cement them in long-term memory.
From an SEO perspective, this article targets readers who are actively seeking answers for a specific
assignment. By providing not just answers but also context, we help both students and educators.
The phrase The Devil and Tom Walker crossword puzzle answers appears here naturally, not
forced, because it is the core of the discussion.

CREATING YOUR OWN CROSSWORD PUZZLE

If you are an educator or a puzzle enthusiast, why not design your own crossword based on the
story? Use the following list of potential clues and answers as a template. You can adjust the grid
size and difficulty according to your audience.

Clue Answer (number of letters)

Tom’s deadly sin Greed (5)

What the devil offers Treasure (8)

Tom’s wife’s religion? None? (Better: "Miser"?) Actually: "Wife" might be a clue. Let's skip.

Color of the woodsman Black (5)

Author’s middle name (Irving) – but simpler: "Washington" (10)
Use the clues from the sections above to populate your crossword. You can also include symbols,
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such as "the object that turns to ashes" (Tom’s heart) or "the tree that holds the devil’s accounts"
(hemlock). The possibilities are endless.

CONCLUSION

Solving The Devil and Tom Walker crossword puzzle answers is more than a rote exercise—it
is an invitation to revisit one of the most chilling cautionary tales in American literature. Each
answer unlocks a piece of Tom’s tragic journey: from humble beginnings to immense wealth, and

finally  to  eternal  damnation.  By  understanding  the  clues  in  their  full  context,  you  gain  a  deeper
appreciation for Washington Irving’s craft and the enduring power of allegory.
Whether you are completing a puzzle for a class, a book club, or personal enrichment, use the
answers provided here as a springboard for further exploration. The devil is in the details, as they
say,  and  in  this  story,  every  detail  matters.  Now,  go  ahead  and  fill  in  that  last  block  of  your
crossword—you  have  earned  it.


