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YOUR ULTIMATE
PSN TROPHY
GUIDE:
MASTERING THE
ART OF THE
PLATINUM

F o r  m i l l i o n s  o f
PlayStation  gamers,
the satisfying *ding* of
a  trophy  unlocking  is
more than just a digital
notification.  It  is  a
badge  o f  honor ,  a
r e c o r d  o f
accomplishment, and a
testament to the hours
of  dedication  poured
into  a  virtual  world.
Whether  you  are  a
casual  player  looking
to squeeze more value
out  of  your  favorite

titles  or  a  dedicated
completionist  aiming
for  that  elusive  100%
profile,  understanding
the  ins  and  outs  of
trophy  hunting  can
transform your gaming
expe r i ence .  Th i s
comprehensive  PSN
Trophy Guide will walk
you through everything
you  need  to  know,
from the basics of the
t rophy  sys tem  to
advanced  strategies
for  securing  the  most
difficult  achievements.
W e l c o m e  t o  t h e
r e w a r d i n g ,  a n d
sometimes  obsessive,
world  of  the  Platinum
trophy.

UNDERSTANDING
THE PSN TROPHY
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ECOSYSTEM

Before  div ing  into
strategies, it  is  crucial
to  understand  what
you  are  working  with.
Sony  introduced  the
Trophy  system with  a
firmware  update  for
the  PlayStation  3  in
2008, and it has since
become a core feature
of  the  P layStat ion
ecosystem,  spanning
the PS3, PS4, PS Vita,
and PS5.

The Four
Pillars:
Bronze,
Silver,
Gold, and

Platinum
Every game features a
specific set of trophies,
generally  categorized
into four tiers of rarity
and difficulty.

Bronze
Trophies: These
are the most
common and are
typically
awarded for
completing basic
tasks. This might
include finishing
the first chapter,
performing a
specific action, or
finding a hidden
collectible. While
easy to obtain,
they form the
foundation of
your trophy
collection.
Silver
Trophies: A step
up in difficulty,
Silver trophies
often reward



Psn Trophy Guide 3

3

mid-game
milestones. This
could be
defeating a
major boss,
completing a
challenging side
quest, or
reaching a
certain level in
multiplayer.
Gold Trophies:
These are the
heavy hitters.
Gold trophies are
usually awarded
for the most
difficult
challenges in a
game, such as
beating the
game on the
hardest difficulty,
completing all
side content, or
achieving a
nearly flawless
run.
Platinum
Trophies: The
holy grail. Once
you have

collected every
single other
trophy in the
base game
(excluding DLC
trophies), you
are awarded the
Platinum. It is a
symbol of total
game mastery
and is the
primary goal for
most trophy
hunters.

The
Importan
ce of
Your
Trophy
Level and
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Rarity
Your  overall  Trophy
Level  is  a  cumulative
score  based  on  the
number  and  t ier  of
trophies  you  have
earned. It  serves as a
rough measure of your
hunting  experience.
Addit ional ly,  each
trophy  has  a  rarity
percentage,  showing
what  proportion  of
players have earned it.
T r a c k i n g  t h e s e
percentages  can  give
you  a  good  idea  of
which  achievements
are  actually  difficult
versus  those  that  are
just time-consuming.

ASSEMBLING YOUR
ARSENAL:
ESSENTIAL TOOLS
FOR TROPHY
HUNTERS

A  good  PSN  Trophy
Guide  wouldn't  be
complete  wi thout

pointing  you  toward
the best resources. You
do  not  have  to  hunt
alone.  The  community
has built an incredible
ecosystem of  tools  to
make your life easier.

PSNProfil
es: The
Hunter’s
Home
T h e  s i n g l e  m o s t
valuable  resource  for
any  serious  trophy
hunter  is  PSNProfiles.
This website acts as a
social  network  and
database for the trophy
hunting  community.
You can link your PSN
account  to  track  your
progress,  compare
your  completion  rate
with friends, and, most
importantly,  access
detailed trophy guides
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w r i t t e n  b y  t h e
community.  For  any
g a m e  y o u  a r e
considering,  checking
its  PSNProfiles  page  is
the  first  step.  You  will
find  estimated
complet ion  t imes,
difficulty  ratings,  and
roadmaps that lay out
the most efficient order
to tackle trophies.

YouTube
Video
Guides
Sometimes, text is not
enough. For collectible-
h e a v y  g a m e s  o r
complex  boss  fights,  a
v i d e o  g u i d e  i s
invaluable.  Searching
f o r  a  g u i d e  f o r  a
specific  trophy  on
YouTube will often lead
you  to  a  step-by-step
walkthrough. Watching
someone else navigate

a  tricky  platforming
section  or  execute  a
perfect  combo  can
save  you  hours  o f
frustration.

The
PlayStatio
n App
and
Console
Features
Do  not  overlook  the
bui l t - in  tools .  The
official  PlayStation  App
allows  you  to  check
y o u r  t r o p h y  l i s t ,
compare  with  friends,
and  even  start  game
activit ies  (on  PS5)
directly.  On  the  PS5
console,  the  Control
Center  lets  you  view
trophy progress for the
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current game, and the
"Activities"  cards  can
guide  you  directly  to
an  uncompleted  task.
T h e  " C o m p a r e
Trophies"  feature  is  a
great way to see what
y o u r  f r i e n d s  a r e
p l a y i n g  a n d  s p o t
p o t e n t i a l  e a s y
Platinums to pick up.

CORE STRATEGIES
FOR EFFICIENT
TROPHY HUNTING

Now that you have the
tools ,  i t  i s  t ime  to
d e v e l o p  a  p l a n .
Jumping  into  a  game
b l i n d  c a n  l e a d  t o
missed  trophies  and
u n n e c e s s a r y
playthroughs. Here are
the key strategies used
by  the  most  efficient
hunters.

Always

Read the
Trophy
List First
Before you even press
"New Game," open the
trophy  list.  Scan  for
missable  trophies.  A
missable  trophy  is
o n e  t h a t  y o u  c a n
permanently fail to get
if you progress past a
certain  point  without
completing  it.  This
might involve choosing
a  wrong  d ia logue
option,  destroying  a
specific  item,  or  failing
to  collect  something
before a level becomes
inaccessible.  Knowing
what is missable allows
you  to  make  save
backups  or  follow  a
guide for those specific
sections.
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Plan for
Multiple
Playthrou

ghs
Many  games  require
multiple  playthroughs
for  the  Platinum.  For
examp le ,  a  game
m i g h t  h a v e  a
"Complete  on  Hard"
t r o p h y  a n d  a
"Complete  on  Easy"
trophy  that  do  not
s t a c k .  L o o k  f o r  a
"Difficulty  Stacking"
guide.  Sometimes,
playing on the hardest
difficulty from the start
un locks  a l l  l ower
difficulty  trophies.
Other times, you might
need to  play  on Hard
for one run and Normal
for  another.  Knowing
this  upfront  prevents
you from wasting time

on a difficulty level you
will have to repeat.

The Art of
the
Cleanup
Most  trophy  guides
recommend  playing
the game naturally for
your first run. Enjoy the
story, experiment, and
have  fun.  Then,  after
you  beat  the  game,
use  chapter  select  or
free roam to "clean up"
a n y  r e m a i n i n g
trophies. This approach
is  less  stressful  and
allows you to focus on
the  story  in i t ia l ly
without  constantly
pausing  to  check  a
guide.  However,  this
only works if you have
made  a  manual  save
before any point of no
return  for  missable
trophies.
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Save
Scummin
g: Your
Best
Friend
F o r  g a m e s  w i t h
branching storylines or
difficult  choices,  save
s c u m m i n g  i s  a n
essential  technique.
This involves manually
uploading your save to
the  c loud  or  a  USB
drive  before  a  crucial
decision  point.  You
make one choice, earn
t h e  t r o p h y ,  t h e n
download  your  old
save  and  make  the
opposite  choice.  This
can save you an entire
p laythrough.  I t  i s
perfectly  within  PSN's
terms of service and is
a standard practice for

efficient hunting.

GENRE-SPECIFIC
HUNTING ADVICE

Different  game  genres
p r e s e n t  u n i q u e
challenges  for  trophy
hunters. Tailoring your
approach  can  make a
significant difference.

Open-
World
RPGs
(The
Time
Sink)
G a m e s  l i k e  * T h e
Witcher  3*,  *Horizon
Forbidden  West*,  or
*Assassin 's  Creed
Valhalla*  are  massive.
The Platinum in  these
g a m e s  i s  r a r e l y
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difficult, but it is almost
always  a  huge  time
commitment. The main
risk  is  burnout.  For
these  games,  use  a
collectible  checklist
app  or  a  web-based
t r a c k e r .  T a c k l e
collectibles  region  by
region  rather  than
trying to do them all at
o n c e .  L i s t e n  t o  a
podcast  or  audiobook
while you are grinding
to  keep  your  sanity.
Patience  is  the  key
virtue  here.

Indie
Platforme
rs and
Roguelike
s (The

Skill
Check)
This  is  where  many
hunters  meet  their
match.  Games  l ike
*Super  Meat  Boy*,
*Cuphead*,  or  *The
B ind ing  o f  I saac*
require  near-perfect
execution  and  a  high
tolerance  for  failure.
For  these,  practice  is
everything.  Do not  be
afraid  to  use  assist
modes  i f  the  game
offers  them  (modern
PlayStation games are
often  generous  with
this). If  a game has a
"Boss  Rush"  trophy,
practice  each  boss
i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  a
practice  mode  first.
Learn the patterns, not
just the button presses.
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Story-
Driven
and
Walking
Simulator
s (The
Easy

Platinum)
Not  every  Platinum
needs to be a grueling
ordeal. Many narrative-
focused  games,  such
as  *Life  is  Strange*,
*What  Remains  of
Edith  Finch*,  or  the
*Telltale* series, award
you  the  P l a t i num
simply  for  completing
the  game.  These  are
often  referred  to  as
"free  Platinums"  or

"easy Platinums." They
are  a  great  way  to
boost your profile level
and  explore  unique,
emot ional  s tor ies
without any frustration.
Do not skip them just
because they are easy;
some of these are the
best  games  on  the
platform.

THE SOCIAL SIDE
OF THE HUNT:
COMMUNITY AND
COMPETITION

Trophy  hunting  does
n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  a
solitary activity. In fact,
many  find  the
strongest  motivation
c o m e s  f r o m
community.

Finding a
Hunting
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Buddy
Many  trophies  require
m u l t i p l a y e r
cooperation.  Having  a
dedicated  hunting
partner  makes  these
achievements  much
e a s i e r .  Y o u  c a n
coordinate  boosting
sessions  for  online
trophies, trade tips for
difficult  sections,  or
simply have a friend to
complain to about that
one  Gold  trophy  that
refuses  to  unlock.
Forums like PSNProfiles
and  subreddits  like
r / T r o p h i e s  h a v e
dedicated  sections  for
finding partners.

The
Relentles

s Pace of
a Rarity
Race
For the truly dedicated,
there  is  the  "Rarity
Race."  This  involves
getting  the  Platinum
for  a  newly  released
g a m e  a s  f a s t  a s
possible to earn a very
ra re  "U l t ra  Ra re"
trophy  on  your  profile.
This is a high-pressure,
competitive  style  of
hunting  that  requires
b e i n g  r e a d y  a t
midnight on launch day
w i t h  a  f u l l  g u i d e
prepared.  It  is  not  for
everyone, but it adds a
thrilling  competitive
edge  to  the  hobby.

WHEN THE HUNT
BECOMES A
CHORE: MANAGING
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BURNOUT

It  is  important  to  be
honest about the dark
side of trophy hunting.
The  pursui t  o f  the
P l a t i n u m  c a n
sometimes  drain  the
joy out of a game. You
might  find  yourself
grinding for hours for a
s ing le  RNG-based
t rophy  o r  f o rc ing
yourself to play a game
you  have  grown  to
hate  just  to  see  that
Platinum pop.

Knowing
When to
Stop
The  most  important
rule in any PSN Trophy
Guide is: It is okay to
stop.  If  a  trophy  is
causing  you  genuine
stress  or  anger,  or  if
you  are  no  longer
having fun, walk away.

Your  PSN  profile  is  a
r e c o r d  o f  y o u r
achievements,  not  a
to-do  list.  A  game  is
meant  to  be  enjoyed.
There  is  no  shame in
walking  away  from  a
difficult  Platinum,  even
i f  y o u  a r e  a t  9 0 %
comple t ion .  Your
mental health is worth
more  than  a  virtual
icon.

Curating
Your
Backlog
A v o i d  " B a c k l o g
Anxiety."  You  do  not
need to Platinum every
game  you  own.  Be
select ive.  Choose
games  you  genuinely
love and want to spend
100  hours  with.  For
other  games,  just  get
the trophies that seem
fun  and  move  on.  A
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healthy  profile  is  one
that  reflects  your
varied tastes,  not  one
that is a graveyard of
games  you  hated  but
felt compelled to finish.

CONCLUSION: THE
TRUE VALUE OF
THE HUNT

At  its  core,  using this
PSN  Trophy  Guide  is
about  more  than  just
increasing a number on
your profile.  It  is  about
d e e p e n i n g  y o u r
connect ion  to  the
games  you  play.  I t
forces  you  to  explore
every  corner  of  the
map,  master  every

m e c h a n i c ,  a n d
a p p r e c i a t e  t h e
craftsmanship  that
went  into  the  world
design. The *ding* of a
Platinum is  the  sound
of  a  promise  kept  to
y o u r s e l f .  I t  i s  a
testament  to  your
perseverance,  your
skill, and your love for
the  medium.  So,  the
next time you boot up
a  new  game,  take  a
moment to look at the
trophy  list.  Plan  your
approach. Respect the
challenge. And most of
all,  remember to have
fun.  The  Platinum will
come. Happy hunting.


