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INTRODUCTION:

THE ALLURE OF
THE NIGHT SKY IN
PUZZLES

Stargazing and
crossword puzzles
have one remarkable
thing in common: they
both reward the
patient observer. When
you look up on a clear
night in the northern
hemisphere, certain
stars never sink below
the horizon. These are
the circumpolar
constellations, eternal

sentinels that circle the
celestial pole. For
crossword enthusiasts,
clues about these star
patterns appear
frequently, often
leaving solvers
searching for
"circumpolar
constellations
crossword answers."
This article explores

these celestial
groupings, the
common crossword

clues they inspire, and
strategies to master
this niche of puzzle
solving.

Whether you are an
amateur astronomer
trying to solve a cryptic


https://old.setefer.com/

clue or a crossword
aficionado brushing up
on astronomical facts,
understanding the key
circumpolar
constellations  will
sharpen your mind and
your pencil. We will
cover the major
constellations visible
year-round from mid-
northern latitudes,
typical crossword
entries, and how to
distinguish between
them in the grid.

WHAT ARE
CIRCUMPOLAR
CONSTELLATIONS?

In astronomy, a
circumpolar

constellation is one
that, as seen from a
given latitude, never
sets below the horizon.
For observers north of
about 40°N latitude,
the most famous
circumpolar

constellations revolve
around Polaris, the

North Star. Unlike
seasonal constellations
that appear only part
of the year,
circumpolar

constellations are
visible every clear
night, making them
reliable subjects for
crossword clues.

The key factor is
declination: a
constellation with a
declination high
enough (close to the
celestial north pole)
will be circumpolar for
certain latitudes.
Typical northern
circumpolar

constellations include
Ursa Major (the Great
Bear), Ursa Minor (the
Little Bear), Draco (the
Dragon), Cepheus (the
King), Cassiopeia (the
Queen), and
Camelopardalis (the
Giraffe). Some lists
also include Lynx and
Lacerta, depending on
exact location. For
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crossword solvers, the
most common entries
come from this core
group.

COMMON
CIRCUMPOLAR
CONSTELLATIONS
AND THEIR
CROSSWORD
CLUES

When you encounter a
clue like "Circumpolar
constellation" in a
crossword, the answer
is rarely a surprise
once you know the
typical patterns. Below
are the most frequent
answers, presented
with common
crossword clues and
helpful mnemonics.

Ursa
Major

Clue examples: "Big
Dipper constellation,"
"Great Bear," "Bear in

the sky," "Circumpolar
constellation with the
Big Dipper."

Typical crossword
answers: URSA MAJOR
(two words, 445
letters) or sometimes
the shortened
"URSAMAJOR" in
compact grids. The Big
Dipper asterism is part
of Ursa Major.
Remember that "Ursa"
is Latin for bear, so any
clue involving a bear
likely points here or to
Ursa Minor.

Ursa
Minor

Clue examples: "Little
Bear," "Constellation
containing Polaris,"
"Little Dipper
constellation,"

"Circumpolar bear."
Typical answers:
URSA MINOR. Polaris,
the North Star, lies at
the end of the Little



Dipper's handle,
making this a favorite
for astronomy-related
puzzles.

Cassiopel
a

Clue examples:
"Queen of Ethiopia in
the sky," "W-shaped
constellation,"
"Circumpolar queen,"
"Mother of
Andromeda."
Typical answers:
CASSIOPEIA (10
letters). The distinctive
W shape (or M,
depending on
orientation) is an easy
visual cue. Crossword
constructors love this
name because of its
unusual letter pattern,
often providing vowel-

Cepheus

Clue examples:
"Husband of
Cassiopeia," "King in
the northern sky,"
"Circumpolar king,"
"Faint constellation
near Cassiopeia."

Typical answers:
CEPHEUS. It is less
prominent but appears
regularly in crosswords
due to its mythological

connection to
Cassiopeia and
Andromeda.

Draco

Clue examples:
“"Dragon of the
northern sky,"

"Circumpolar dragon,"
"Constellation
wrapping around Ursa

L , Minor," "Dragon
rich intersections. between Big and Little
Dippers."
Typical answers:
DRACO. This long,
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winding constellation is
easy to remember
because its name is
also a common word
(dragon in Latin).
Crossword solvers
often see "Draco" as a
short, five-letter entry.

Camelop
ardalis

Clue examples:
"Giraffe constellation,"
"Circumpolar giraffe,"
"Faint northern
constellation,”
"Longest constellation
name."

Typical answers:
CAMELOPARDALIS (14
letters!) — this is a
beast of a crossword
entry. It appears in
larger puzzles or
themed grids. Because
of its length, it often
crosses many words.
Solvers may need to
know it letter by letter.

LESS COMMON
BUT POSSIBLE
ENTRIES

Depending on the
puzzle's difficulty, you
might also see Lynx
("Constellation named

after a wildcat,"
"Circumpolar lynx") or
Lacerta ("Lizard

constellation,"
"Northern circumpolar
group"). However,
these are less frequent
than the core six.
Some dictionaries list
Auriga (the
Charioteer) as partially
circumpolar for certain
latitudes, but it is not
fully circumpolar for
most of the US and
Europe. Stick to the
classics for reliable
answers.

SOLVING
STRATEGIES FOR
CIRCUMPOLAR
CONSTELLATION




CLUES

When you see a clue
referencing the north
celestial pole, bear,
dragon, queen, or king,
your mind should
immediately jump to
the circumpolar
constellations. Here
are actionable tips for
cracking these clues:

¢ Count the
letters. "Ursa
Major" is 9 letters

"husband of
Cassiopeia," the
answer is
Cepheus.

Look for cross-
check letters. A
partial answer
like "C_S_| P_IA"
almost certainly
spells
Cassiopeia.

Use
mnemonics.
"Ursa" always
means bear.

(or 8 if "Camelopardalis"
combined). is giraffe—think
"Cassiopeia" is "camel +
10. "Draco" is leopard."
only 5. Knowing Rgmember the
the letter count Dipper _
narrows options C9nngct|ons.
drastically. Big Dipper =
« Identify the Ursa Major; Little

mythology. Dipper = Ursa
Cepheus and Minor. Many
Cassiopeia are clues use
married; "Dipper" to avoid
Andromeda is naming the
their daughter. If constellation
the clue directly.
mentions
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SAMPLE
CROSSWORD
CLUES AND
ANSWERS TABLE
(FOR REFERENCE)

Although we avoid
tables in HTML, a
structured list helps
solidify knowledge.
Here is a summary of
the most likely
circumpolar
constellations
crossword answers:

1. Ursa Major -
Great Bear / Big
Dipper /
Circumpolar
bear.

2. Ursa Minor -
Little Bear / Little
Dipper / Contains
Polaris.

3. Cassiopeia -
Queen / W shape
/ Circumpolar
queen.

4. Cepheus - King /
Husband of
Cassiopeia.

5. Draco - Dragon /
Coiled around
pole.

6. Camelopardalis
- Giraffe / Very
faint circumpolar.

Keep these six in mind,
and you will rarely be
stumped by a
circumpolar
constellation clue.

WHY CROSSWORD
CONSTRUCTORS
LOVE THESE
CONSTELLATIONS

Circumpolar

constellations are ideal
for crossword grids due
to their Greek and
Latin roots, which
produce interesting
letter combinations.
Words like "Cassiopeia"
provide multiple
vowels and simple
consonants (C, S, P),
making them flexible
for crossing with other
entries. "Draco" is
short and vowel-



friendly. "Ursa" is four
letters, easy to fit.
Moreover, the
mythological narratives
allow constructors to
write themed puzzles
around the night sky or
classical stories. A
whole puzzle could be
devoted to
"Circumpolar
constellations
crossword answers" if

the theme is
astronomy.

Another reason is
educational value:
solvers often
appreciate learning

something new. A clue
like "Constellation
named for the queen of
Ethiopia" may lead a
solver to research
Cassiopeia, enhancing
the puzzle experience.

DEEP DIVE:
MYTHOLOGY AND
MEMORY AIDS

Understanding the

stories behind these
constellations makes
remembering their
crossword answers
easier. According to
Greek myth,
Cassiopeia boasted
that she and her
daughter Andromeda
were more beautiful
than the Nereids (sea
nymphs). As
punishment, Poseidon
sent a sea monster
(Cetus) to ravage the
coast. Andromeda was
chained to a rock, but
Perseus rescued her.
The constellations of

Cassiopeia, Cepheus
(her husband),
Andromeda, Perseus,

and Cetus are all in the
same region of the sky.
In crosswords,
"Cepheus" often
appears when the clue
mentions "King" or
"husband."

Draco represents the
dragon that guarded
the golden apples of
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the Hesperides (or
sometimes the dragon
slain by Hercules). Its
winding shape
between the Dippers
makes it a memorable
circumpolar figure.

VARIATIONS IN
SOUTHERN
HEMISPHERE
PERSPECTIVES

While this article
focuses on northern
circumpolar

constellations (since
most English-language
crosswords originate in
North America and
Europe), it is worth
noting that the
southern hemisphere
has its own set of
circumpolar

constellations, like
Octans, Mensa, and
Hydrus. However,

those rarely appear in
standard American
crosswords unless the
puzzle has an
international theme. If

you encounter
"southern circumpolar"
in a clue, think of
"Octans" (the octant)
or "Crux" (the Southern
Cross, which s
circumpolar for most
southern latitudes). But
for the vast majority of
puzzles, the northern
circumpolar group is
what you need.

PRACTICAL
EXAMPLE:
SOLVING A REAL
CLUE

Imagine a crossword
clue: "Circumpolar
constellation with the
North Star" with 9
letters. You think:
North Star is in Ursa
Minor, but "Ursa Minor"
has 9 letters (including
space). But the grid
likely uses a space or
the entry might be
"URSAMINOR" (9
letters without space).
Alternatively, "Polaris"
itself might be the



answer if the clue is
different. But the
phrasing "circumpolar
constellation" means
the whole
constellation, not just
the star. So the answer
is "Ursa Minor." Always
check the crossing
letters. If the second
letter is 'R', you know
it's spelled U-R-S-A.
This systematic
approach works every
time.

CONCLUSION

Mastering the
circumpolar
constellations
crossword answers is a
rewarding skill for any
puzzler. The core set

includes Ursa Major,

10

Ursa Minor, Cassiopeia,
Cepheus, Draco, and
the rare but lengthy
Camelopardalis. By
learning their
mythological

backgrounds, typical
letter counts, and
common clue wording,
you can breeze
through astronomy-
themed crossword
sections. Next time you
see a clue mentioning
a bear, a queen, a
king, or a dragon that
never sets, you will
know exactly where to
look—in the eternal
circle around Polaris.
Keep these heavenly
helpers in mind, and
your crossword solving
will reach new heights.
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