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UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR

When residents of Licking County, Ohio, hear the term "county auditor," they might think of property taxes or driver's license plates. In reality, the
Licking  County  Auditor  serves  as  the  chief  fiscal  officer  and  the  tax  assessor  for  the  county.  This  office  touches  nearly  every  aspect  of  local
government finance, from valuing real estate to managing tax distributions. Whether you are a homeowner, a business owner, or simply a resident
curious about how your tax dollars are allocated, the Licking County Auditor provides essential services that affect your daily life. Understanding what
this office does can help you make informed decisions about your property, your taxes, and your community.
The Licking County Auditor is an elected official who serves a four-year term. The position is nonpartisan, meaning the auditor is expected to serve all
residents equally, regardless of political affiliation. The office is located in the Licking County Administration building in Newark, Ohio, and maintains a
robust online presence for easy access to records and forms. The auditor’s primary duties include property appraisal,  tax calculation, and financial
oversight of county government. Let's explore these responsibilities in detail.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR

Property Appraisal and Valuation
One of the most visible duties of the Licking County Auditor is the appraisal of all real property within the county. This includes residential homes,
commercial buildings, industrial sites, and agricultural land. Ohio law requires a full reappraisal every six years, with an update (or "triennial update")
in the third year between reappraisals. The auditor's team uses market data, property inspections, and statistical models to determine fair market
values. These values form the basis for property tax calculations. Accurate appraisals ensure that the tax burden is distributed equitably among all
property owners.

Residential Appraisals: The auditor considers recent sales of comparable homes, square footage, age, condition, and location.
Commercial Appraisals: Income potential, replacement costs, and market rent are evaluated for businesses and rental properties.
Agricultural Appraisals: Special valuation methods are used for farmland, based on productivity rather than market value.
Personal Property: For businesses, the auditor also assesses tangible personal property such as machinery, equipment, and inventory
(though this is being phased out for many entities).

Property Tax Administration
Once property values are established, the Licking County Auditor calculates the tax amounts for each parcel. This is done by applying the local tax
levy rates to the assessed value. The auditor does not set the tax rates—those are determined by voters, school boards, township trustees, and other
taxing authorities through levies. However, the auditor ensures that the correct rate is applied to each property and that exemptions (such as the
Homestead Exemption for seniors or the Owner-Occupancy Credit) are properly granted. The auditor also handles tax abatements for economic
development projects, which are agreements that temporarily reduce taxes to encourage business investment.

Financial Oversight of County Funds
The Licking County Auditor acts as the chief accountant for the county. All county departments and agencies submit their financial transactions to the
auditor for recording and approval. The auditor issues checks for payroll and vendor payments, maintains the county’s accounting records, and
prepares the annual financial report. This role is crucial for transparency and accountability, as it ensures that public funds are used properly and in
accordance with state law.

Weights and Measures Inspection
Another service provided by the Licking County Auditor is the inspection of commercial weighing and measuring devices. Gas pumps, grocery store
scales, and deli scales must be checked annually to ensure accuracy. This protects consumers from being overcharged and businesses from unfair
competition. The auditor’s office also investigates complaints about fuel quality and meter errors.

Motor Vehicle and Dog Licensing
While many people associate vehicle registration with the Bureau of Motor Vehicles (BMV), the Licking County Auditor also plays a role. The auditor
serves  as  a  deputy  registrar  for  the  BMV,  meaning  residents  can  renew  vehicle  registrations  and  obtain  license  plates  at  the  auditor's  office.
Additionally, the auditor issues dog licenses, which are required for all dogs over three months old in Ohio. Revenue from dog licenses supports
animal control and shelter services in the county.

SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE

Online Property Search and Tax Records
One of the most popular services is the online property search tool. Anyone can visit the Licking County Auditor's website and search for property
information by address, parcel number, or owner name. The search returns details such as the current appraised value, tax history, ownership
information, and parcel maps. This is an invaluable resource for homebuyers, real estate agents, and anyone curious about a neighbor’s property. You
can also view the tax due dates and pay your taxes online through a secure portal.

Homestead Exemption and Tax Relief Programs
The Licking County Auditor administers several tax relief programs for eligible residents. The Homestead Exemption reduces property taxes for
qualifying seniors (age 65 and over) and permanently disabled persons. The Owner-Occupancy Credit provides a small reduction for homeowners who
occupy  their  property.  There  are  also  special  programs  for  veterans  with  disabilities  and  surviving  spouses  of  veterans  or  first  responders.  The
auditor’s  staff  can  help  you  determine  your  eligibility  and  assist  with  the  application  process.

Tax Map and GIS Information
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are used by the auditor to create detailed tax maps. These maps show parcel boundaries, roads, waterways,
and zoning information. The public can access these maps online or at the auditor's office. They are useful for land surveying, development planning,
and understanding property lines. The auditor also maintains historical maps and aerial photography.

Notary Public Services
The Licking County Auditor's office provides free notary services for county residents. If  you need a document notarized, such as a deed, power of
attorney, or affidavit, you can visit the auditor's office during business hours. This is a convenient way to handle legal documents without paying a
private notary.

HOW THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR AFFECTS YOU

The work of the Licking County Auditor directly impacts your wallet and your rights as a property owner. The accuracy of property valuations affects
your tax bill—if your home is overvalued, you may be paying more than your fair share. Conversely, if it is undervalued, others may be subsidizing
your lower taxes.  The auditor’s  office provides an appeal  process for  property owners who disagree with their  valuation.  Every year,  thousands of
Licking County residents file informal complaints or formal appeals to the Board of Revision. Understanding the timeline and procedures can help you
successfully challenge an inaccurate assessment.
For  business  owners,  the  auditor’s  oversight  of  personal  property  and  commercial  appraisals  influences  operating  costs.  Economic  development
abatements can reduce tax burdens for new businesses, encouraging job creation. The auditor also verifies that commercial scales and fuel pumps
are accurate, protecting both the business and the consumer.
For local governments and schools, the auditor’s accurate appraisals and timely tax distributions are essential. The county auditor collects property
taxes and distributes them to townships,  cities,  school  districts,  libraries,  and other taxing entities.  If  the auditor’s  calculations were flawed,  these
entities could face budget shortfalls or surpluses, affecting public services like police, fire, roads, and education.

ACCESSING THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE

The Licking County Auditor's office is located at 20 South Second Street, Newark, Ohio 43055. Office hours are typically Monday through Friday from
8:00 AM to 4:30 PM, excluding holidays. You can also reach them by phone at (740) 349-6140 or via email. The website provides a wealth of
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information,  including  downloadable  forms,  online  payments,  and  frequently  asked  questions.  In  2023,  the  office  launched  an  upgraded  property
search portal with improved mapping and mobile responsiveness. The auditor also maintains a Facebook page to announce important deadlines, such
as tax due dates and reappraisal notices.

ELECTION AND TERM OF THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR

The Licking County Auditor is elected by county voters in partisan elections (though the office itself is nonpartisan in function). The current auditor
was elected to a four-year term that ends in 2024. Candidates must be at least 18 years old, a resident of Licking County, and a registered voter. The
position requires knowledge of accounting, real estate appraisal, and public finance. Many auditors hold professional certifications, such as Certified
Public  Accountant  (CPA)  or  County  Auditor  Certification  from the  Ohio  Auditor  of  State.  The  transition  between administrations  is  overseen by  the
County Budget Commission to ensure continuity.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LICKING COUNTY AUDITOR

How often are property values updated?
Property values in Licking County are reappraised every six years using market data. In the third year between reappraisals, a triennial update is
performed to adjust values based on recent sales. This means property values are revised every three years, but full  inspections occur less
frequently.

Can I file my property taxes online?
Yes, the Licking County Auditor accepts property tax payments online via its website. You can pay using a credit card, debit card, or electronic check.
There is a convenience fee for card payments but not for e-checks. You can also pay by mail or in person.

What if I cannot afford my property taxes?
If you are struggling to pay property taxes, contact the auditor’s office. There may be payment plans or deferrals available for qualifying individuals.
For seniors and disabled persons, the Homestead Exemption can reduce the tax burden. The office can also direct you to local assistance programs.

How do I appeal my property valuation?
Property owners can file a complaint with the Licking County Board of Revision. The deadline is typically March 31 of the year following the appraisal.
You  will  need  to  provide  evidence  of  your  property’s  market  value,  such  as  a  recent  appraisal  or  recent  sale.  The  auditor’s  staff  can  explain  the
process and provide forms.

Does the auditor issue drivers licenses?
No, the auditor’s office only handles vehicle registration and license plate renewals. Driver licenses and state IDs are issued by the Ohio BMV, which
has separate offices in Newark and other locations. However, the auditor does offer many other services as described above.

CONCLUSION

The Licking County Auditor plays a vital role in the daily functioning of county government and the financial well-being of its residents. From property
appraisal  and  tax  collection  to  financial  oversight  and  consumer  protection,  this  office  touches  every  sector  of  the  community.  Whether  you  are
buying a home, starting a business, or simply paying your taxes, the Licking County Auditor ensures fairness, accuracy, and transparency. By
understanding the services and responsibilities of the auditor, you can become a more informed citizen and better advocate for your own interests.
The next time you renew your car tags or look up a property online, remember that the Licking County Auditor is working behind the scenes to keep
your county running smoothly.


