
Book Of Love Chords 1

Book Of Love Chords

Book Of Love Chords Downloaded from old.setefer.com by Arthur Gianna

UNLOCKING THE MAGIC OF THE BOOK OF LOVE CHORDS

There are certain songs that  transcend generations,  embedding themselves into the collective
consciousness of  music lovers around the world.  One such timeless classic  is  "Book of  Love,"
originally performed by The Monotones in 1958. This doo-wop gem has been covered by countless
artists, from The Mudlarks to Peter Gabriel, and its enduring appeal lies not only in its catchy melody
and heartfelt lyrics but also in the simple yet profoundly effective chord progression that underpins
it. For guitarists, pianists, and songwriters, understanding the Book Of Love chords is like opening
a small but significant door into the history of popular music. Whether you are a complete beginner
strumming your  first  song or  an  experienced musician  looking  to  add a  classic  to  your  repertoire,
mastering these chords offers a rewarding glimpse into the mechanics of a perfect pop song.
The beauty of the "Book of Love" chord structure is its elegant simplicity. It relies on a handful of
primary chords that form the backbone of countless hits from the 1950s and beyond. This makes it
an ideal piece for those learning an instrument, as it provides immediate gratification while teaching
fundamental harmonic concepts. This article will delve deep into the chords, explore different ways
to play them on guitar and piano, discuss variations used in popular covers, and offer tips for making
your  rendition stand out.  By the end,  you will  not  only  know how to play the song but  also
understand why this particular sequence of notes has charmed listeners for over six decades.

THE FUNDAMENTAL CHORD PROGRESSION OF "BOOK OF LOVE"

At its core, the "Book of Love" is built on a classic I-vi-IV-V progression in the key of G major. For
those unfamiliar with music theory, this simply means the song uses the first, sixth, fourth, and fifth
chords of the G major scale. In the key of G, these chords are G major, E minor, C major, and D
major. This progression is the DNA of doo-wop and early rock and roll, and its satisfying resolution is
what gives the song its forward momentum and warm, familiar feeling.

Breaking Down the Chords
G Major (I): The home chord. It establishes the key and provides a sense of stability and
resolution.
E Minor (vi): The relative minor of G major. This chord introduces a touch of melancholy and
emotional depth, preventing the song from becoming too saccharine.
C Major (IV): The subdominant chord. It creates a sense of departure from home, adding
brightness and anticipation.

D Major (V): The dominant chord. This chord creates strong tension that demands resolution
back to the G major chord, driving the song forward.

This cyclical progression, often referred to as the "50s progression," is the engine of the entire song.
The verse and chorus in the original key both follow this same basic cycle, with subtle rhythmic
variations to differentiate the sections. The beauty is that once you learn this one pattern, you have
essentially learned 80% of the song.

HOW TO PLAY BOOK OF LOVE CHORDS ON GUITAR

For guitarists, the "Book of Love" is a fantastic song to learn because it uses only open chords,
making it accessible to beginners while still sounding full and rich. Here is the most common way to
play the chords in standard tuning (EADGBE).

Essential Open Chord Shapes
G Major: Place your second finger on the low E string (6th string) at the 3rd fret, your first1.
finger on the A string (5th string) at the 2nd fret, and your third finger on the high E string (1st
string) at the 3rd fret. Strum from the low E string down.
E Minor: Place your second finger on the A string (5th string) at the 2nd fret and your third2.
finger on the D string (4th string) at the 2nd fret. Strum all six strings. This is one of the
easiest chords to play.
C Major: Place your first finger on the B string (2nd string) at the 1st fret, your second finger3.
on the D string (4th string) at the 2nd fret, and your third finger on the A string (5th string) at
the 3rd fret. Strum from the A string down, avoiding the low E string.
D Major: Place your first finger on the high E string (1st string) at the 2nd fret, your second4.
finger on the G string (3rd string) at the 2nd fret, and your third finger on the B string (2nd
string) at the 3rd fret. Strum from the D string (4th string) down.

Suggested Strumming Pattern
The  original  song  has  a  distinctive  doo-wop  shuffle  feel.  A  simple  down-down-up-down-up  pattern
works wonderfully. Alternatively, you can use a basic "down, down, down, down" strum for a more
straightforward, plodding feel that mimics the bass line. As you become more comfortable, try
adding a slight accent on the second and fourth beats to emulate the backbeat typical of the genre.
The key is to keep the rhythm steady and let the chords ring out.
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PLAYING THE BOOK OF LOVE CHORDS ON PIANO AND KEYBOARD

On the piano, the same G, Em, C, D progression is used. For beginners, playing the chords in root
position is the easiest way to start.

Basic Root Position Voicings
G Major: G (with your thumb), B (with your middle finger), D (with your pinky).
E Minor: E (thumb), G (middle), B (pinky).
C Major: C (thumb), E (middle), G (pinky).
D Major: D (thumb), F# (middle), A (pinky).

Playing these in a simple block chord style, where you play all three notes at once, will sound
perfectly  fine.  However,  to  capture  the  authentic  doo-wop feel,  consider  playing  broken  chords  or
arpeggios. This means playing the notes of the chord one at a time in a pattern, such as root, fifth,
third,  fifth.  This  creates  a  rolling,  vocal-like  quality  that  is  central  to  the  genre.  You  can  also
experiment  with  adding  a  bass  note  in  your  left  hand  while  playing  the  triads  in  your  right.

CHORD VARIATIONS AND VOICINGS FOR EXPERIENCED PLAYERS

While the basic G-Em-C-D progression is the heart of the song, many covers and live performances
introduce  subtle  variations  that  add  color  and  sophistication.  If  you  have  mastered  the
fundamentals, experimenting with these can elevate your playing.

Adding a Seventh Chord
One of the easiest and most effective changes is to turn the D major (the V chord) into a D7. This
adds a bluesy, slightly more tense flavor that resolves beautifully back to the G. On guitar, a D7 is
played by taking a D major chord and lifting your first finger off the high E string, letting it ring open.
On piano, you simply add a C natural to the D major triad (D, F#, A, C). The D7 chord is used
prominently in some of the most famous covers of the song.

Using a Passing Chord
Some versions of the song insert an A minor (Am) or a D7 as a passing chord leading into certain
sections. For example, instead of moving directly from E minor to C, you might add a quick A minor
in between. This is a more advanced technique that can break up the predictability of the cycle, but
it should be used sparingly to maintain the song's core identity.

Capo Variations for Vocalists
If the key of G is too high or too low for your voice, using a capo on the guitar is a perfect solution.
The chord shapes remain exactly the same, but the actual pitch of the song changes.

Put the capo on the 1st fret: The song sounds in G#/Ab.
Put the capo on the 2nd fret: The song sounds in A.
Put the capo on the 3rd fret: The song sounds in Bb.
Put the capo on the 5th fret: The song sounds in C.

This  allows  you  to  find  the  perfect  key  for  your  vocal  range  without  having  to  learn  new  chord
shapes.  It  is  a  powerful  tool  for  any  gigging  musician.

THE SONG STRUCTURE AND HOW THE CHORDS FIT

Understanding the song's structure helps you apply the Book Of Love chords more musically. The
song follows a classic AABA format, which was standard for pop songs of the era.

Intro: Often a simple strum of the G chord or a short instrumental lick based on the G major
scale.
Verses (A Section): The verses follow the core G, Em, C, D progression. Each verse typically
cycles through this progression twice. The lyrics tell the story of a love letter or a book of rules
for love.
Bridge (B Section): This is where the song takes a slight harmonic turn. The bridge often
moves away from the standard cycle, sometimes using chords like A minor (Am) or E minor
(Em) in a longer, more drawn-out sequence to create contrast before returning to the familiar
A section.
Chorus (A Section): In many versions, the chorus uses the exact same chord progression as
the verse. The difference is in the melody and the vocal arrangement. The chorus is where the
background vocalists come in with their iconic "ooh-wah" doo-wop backing.
Outro: The song typically ends by repeating the chorus and fading out, or by landing on a
sustained G major chord.

TIPS FOR MASTERING THE BOOK OF LOVE CHORDS

Whether you are playing for yourself or for an audience, here are some practical tips to help you
master the song.

Focus on the Rhythm
The doo-wop style is rhythmically driven. The chords themselves are simple, so the rhythm is what
gives the song its character. Practice with a metronome to lock in the beat. Listen to the original
recording and tap your foot to the steady, swinging backbeat. Try to make your strumming or
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playing mimic the relaxed but persistent pulse of the song.

Sing While You Play
This is a vocal-centric song. If you plan to perform it, you need to be able to sing the melody while
playing the chords. Start by humming the melody over the chords. Then, try singing the lyrics. The
chords change at predictable points, so once you internalize the pattern, it becomes second nature.
The  lyrics  themselves  are  a  simple  tale  of  finding  a  "book  of  love"  with  rules,  so  the  emotional
delivery  is  as  important  as  the  technical  accuracy.

Listen to Multiple Covers
One of the best ways to expand your understanding of the song is to listen to different versions. The
Monotones' original is raw and energetic. Peter Gabriel's 2010 cover is slower, more soulful, and

features a more complex arrangement with Wurlitzer piano and a gospel  choir.  The Mudlarks'
version is bright and upbeat. Each interpretation uses the same fundamental chord progression but
applies different textures, tempos, and dynamics. Analyzing these differences will give you ideas for
your own arrangement.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW TO AVOID THEM

Even though the Book Of Love chords are simple, there are a few pitfalls that beginner players
often encounter.

Rushing the Tempo: This is the most common mistake. The song has a laid-back, swinging
feel. Beginners often speed up as they get excited. Use a metronome set to a slow tempo
(around 80-90 BPM) and practice staying locked in.
Muffled Strings: On guitar, make sure each string in your chord ring out clearly. Pay special
attention to the C major chord, where accidentally touching the high E string can mute it.
Check your finger placement


