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EXPLORING THE
CHARMS OF SPAIN:
YOUR ESSENTIAL
GUIDE TO THE
PARADORS
NORTHERN SPAIN
MAP

Spain is a country that
captivates the
imagination with its
vibrant culture, rich
history, and stunning
landscapes. For the
discerning traveler,
there is perhaps no
better way to
experience the
country’s architectural
grandeur and historical
depth than by staying

in its network of state-
run hotels known as
Paradors. While these
unique
accommodations are
scattered across the
entire country, the
collection found in the
northern regions is
particularly
enchanting. Navigating
these treasures,
however, requires a
reliable tool. This is
where the Paradors
Northern Spain Map
becomes an
indispensable
companion,
transforming a simple
trip into a curated
journey through
castles, monasteries,
and palaces.


https://old.setefer.com/

The northern coast of
Spain, from the green
hills of Galicia to the
rugged Basque coast,
offers a dramatically
different landscape
compared to the sun-
baked plains of the
south. The Paradors
here are not just places
to sleep; they are
destinations in
themselves, often
housed in buildings of
immense historical
significance. A well-
planned route, guided
by a comprehensive
map, allows you to
move seamlessly from
one story to the next,
experiencing the soul
of Spain through its
most treasured
lodgings.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
A PARADOR?

Before diving into the
specifics of the map, it
is essential to
understand what

makes a Parador so
unique. The Paradores
de Turismo de Espafa
is a state-owned chain
of luxury hotels,
typically located in
historic buildings or
areas of exceptional
natural beauty. Think
converted convents,
medieval fortresses,
and grand palaces. The
concept was born in
1928 to promote
tourism by revitalizing
crumbling heritage
sites. Staying in a
Parador is not merely
about comfort; it is
about experiencing
history firsthand.
Each property is
managed with an

emphasis on
preserving its original
character while
offering top-tier

modern amenities and
exceptional local
cuisine.

For those exploring the
north, this means you
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can sleep within the
walls of a 9th-century
castle overlooking the
Atlantic or wake up to
the sound of birds in a
former monastery
nestled in the Picos de
Europa mountains. The
Paradors Northern
Spain Map helps
identify which of these
unique experiences
align with your travel
itinerary.

WHY THE NORTH
OF SPAIN IS A
PARADOR
PARADISE

Northern Spain, often
referred to as "Green
Spain," is a mosaic of
distinct regions
including Galicia,
Asturias, Cantabria, the
Basque Country,
Navarre, and Aragon.
This area is less
frequented by mass
tourism compared to
the Mediterranean
coast, meaning a more

authentic and tranquil
experience. The
Paradors here are
strategically located to
showcase the region’s
diverse offerings.

Using a Paradors
Northern Spain Map
allows you to connect
the dots between the
lush, rainy landscapes
of the northwest and
the dramatic, sun-
drenched valleys of the
Pyrenees. The map is
not just a geographical
tool; it is a narrative
device that tells the
story of Spain’s
northern kingdoms, the
Camino de Santiago,
and the ancient trade
routes that shaped
European history.
Whether you are a
history buff, a hiker, a
foodie, or a romantic,
the northern route
offers an unparalleled
journey.




USE THE

PARADORS

NORTHERN
MAP

To get the most out of
your journey,
understanding how to
navigate the map is
crucial. While most
tourist offices provide a
physical map, the most
effective tool is often
the interactive version
found on the official
Paradores website or
reputable travel blogs.
The map typically
clusters Paradors by
region or along a
specific route, such as
the Camino de
Santiago or the
Route of the Castles.

Interactiv

HOW TO READ AND

e Vs.
$ysical
Maps

An interactive
Paradors Northern
Spain Map allows you
to filter by amenities,
historical period, and
even specific
architectural styles.
You can zoom in on the
Cantabrian coast to
see how close a
Parador is to a famous
beach or zoom out to
plan a 10-day road trip
across three
autonomous

communities. A
physical map, on the
other hand, is excellent
for a general overview
and can be a beautiful
keepsake. For practical
trip planning, using a
digital version that
links directly to
booking pages is highly
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recommended.

Planning
a Circular
Route

One of the most
effective ways to use
the map is to plot a
circular route. For
example, you could
start in Santiago de
Compostela (Parador
Hostal dos Reis
Catodlicos), travel east
to the Parador de
Leon (a former
monastery), then head
north to the mountains
of Cangas de Onis in
Asturias, and finally
follow the coast back
west. The map helps
you estimate driving
times, which are often
longer than expected
due to winding
mountain roads. A well-
planned route ensures

you spend less time
driving and more time
exploring.

MUST-VISIT
PARADORS ON THE
NORTHERN SPAIN
MAP

Let us explore some of
the standout Paradors
that feature
prominently on any
Paradors Northern
Spain Map. These
properties are the
crown jewels of the
network and should be
considered for any
itinerary.

Parador
de
Santiago
de



Compost
ela

Located in the heart of
the old town, this
Parador is arguably the
most famous in the
entire network. Housed
in the 15th-century
Hostal dos Reis
Catdlicos, it was
originally built as a
royal hospital for
pilgrims. The map
often shows it as the
starting or ending point
for the Camino de
Santiago. Its stunning
Plateresque facade and
four cloisters are
breathtaking, and the
restaurant serves some
of the best Galician
seafood in the region.
You can practically
touch the Cathedral
of Santiago de
Compostela from its
windows.

Parador
de Ledn

A short drive east from
Santiago, the Parador
de Ledn is situated in
the 16th-century San
Marcos convent. This is
a masterpiece of the
Spanish Renaissance,
and its ornate main
facade is a work of art.
The map places it
strategically along the
French Way of the
Camino. Staying here
offers a direct
connection to the
history of the Knights
of the Order of
Santiago. The museum
inside is worth a visit,
and the historical
center of Ledn, with its
stunning Gothic
cathedral, is a short
walk away.
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Parador

Cangas

de Onis

Nestled in the heart of
the Picos de Europa
National Park, this
Parador is a haven for
nature lovers. The map
shows it nestled in the
mountains of Asturias.
The building itself is a
former monastery, and
its location is
unbeatable for hiking,
canoeing, and wildlife
spotting. This is not a
city Parador; it is a
retreat into nature. The
local cider and hearty
Asturian stew (fabada)
are must-tries in the
restaurant.

Parador
de
Santillana

del Mar

Considered one of the
most picturesque
towns in Spain,
Santillana del Mar is
home to a Parador
located in the 15th-
century Casa del
Marqués de Santillana.
The map highlights this
town on the Cantabrian
coast, close to the
famous Altamira Caves
(the "Sistine Chapel of
Paleolithic Art"). The
Parador itself is a
beautifully preserved
noble house with a
cozy, rustic
atmosphere.

Cobblestone streets,
medieval towers, and a
timeless charm define



this stop.
Parador
de
Hondarrib
la

Perched on the border
with France in the
Basque Country, this
Parador is a medieval
castle (Castle of
Charles V) overlooking
the sea. The Paradors
Northern Spain Map
shows it as a key
strategic point in the
north-east. It offers
stunning views of the
Bay of Biscay and the
French coast. The old
town of Hondarribia is
a joy to explore, and
the local gastronomy
(pintxos and fresh
seafood) is world-class.

This is a romantic stop
with a dramatic,

history-steeped
atmosphere.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR BOOKING
USING THE MAP

Once you have
identified the Paradors
you wish to visit using
the Paradors
Northern Spain Map,
there are a few
practical

considerations to keep
in mind to enhance
your experience and
save money.

Book in
Advance

Paradors are extremely
popular, especially in
the summer months
and during local
festivals. The map
might show many
Paradors, but popular
ones like Santiago de
Compostela and
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Santillana del Mar can
be booked out months
in advance. Secure
your rooms early,
especially if you are
following a fixed
itinerary.

Consider
the
"Parador
Carnet"

If you plan on staying
in several Paradors
during your northern
tour, consider the
"Amigos del Parador"
loyalty program. It
offers discounts,
priority booking, and
special rates. The map
can help you calculate
how many stays you
might accumulate over
a 10-day trip. Often,
staying at three or
more Paradors justifies

the cost of the card.
Pack for
All

Seasons

Northern Spain is
called "Green Spain"
for a reason. It rains
more frequently here
than in the south. The
map will show you
coastal and mountain
Paradors. In the
mountains (like Cangas
de Onis), temperatures
can drop significantly
even in summer. Pack
layers, a raincoat, and
comfortable walking
shoes. The beauty of
the north is best
enjoyed on foot.

Dine at



the
Parador

One of the highlights of
any Parador stay is the
restaurant. Many
properties source local
ingredients and
prepare regional
dishes. Eating at the
Parador is not just
convenient; it is a
culinary experience.
The map often notes
which Paradors have
acclaimed restaurants.
Do not miss the chance
to try the local wines
from regions like Rias
Baixas (Galicia) or
Rioja (which s
technically just south
of the Basque
Country).

BEYOND THE
PARADORS: WHAT
THE MAP REVEALS

While the Paradors
Northern Spain Map

10

is focused on
accommodations, it is
also an excellent tool
for discovering the
surrounding
attractions. Each
Parador is a gateway to
exploration.

The
Camino
de
Santiago

The northern routes of
the Camino are dotted
with Paradors. The
map is an excellent
resource for planning a
“luxury Camino,"
where you walk or
drive between historic
stops. The spiritual and
cultural significance of
this route is immense,
and the Paradors
provide a restful,
reflective space after a
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day of walking.
Wine
Regions

For wine lovers, the
map connects you to
some of Spain’s finest
vineyards. The Parador
de Ronda is in the
south, but in the north,

the Parador de
Benicarlé (on the
Mediterranean side) or
the Parador de

Calahorra (in La Rioja)
offer access to famous
wine routes. A map
that highlights these
connections is
invaluable for a
themed culinary tour.

Prehistori
c Art

The north of Spain is
home to some of the
most important

11

prehistoric cave
paintings in the world.
The Paradors
Northern Spain Map
places you within
driving distance of
sites like Altamira
(near Santillana), the
Cave of El Castillo, and
the Tito Bustillo Cave.
This makes it possible
to combine a luxury
hotel stay with a deep
dive into human
history.

ROUTE
SUGGESTIONS FOR
YOUR NORTHERN
ADVENTURE

To help you get
started, here are two
curated itineraries
based on the
Paradors Northern
Spain Map. These are
designed to give you a
taste of the diversity of
the north.
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cities (the Parador here
is located in a coastal
palace).

Coast aJrhe
Herlta%eou ntain

Route
(7-10
Days)

This route focuses on
the Cantabrian coast
and the Basque
Country. Start in
Santillana del Mar
(Parador de Santillana),
visit the Altamira
Museum, then head
east to Santander
(the city has a modern
Parador). Continue to
Hondarribia for a
night in the castle, and
cross the border briefly
to visit Biarritz. End
your journey in San
Sebastian, one of the
world’s great food

and
Monaster
y Route
(7-10
Days)

This inland route is for
nature lovers and
history buffs. Start in
Ledn (Parador de
Ledn), then drive north
to Cangas de Onis for
two nights of hiking in
the Picos de Europa.
From there, head west
through the dramatic
landscape of Asturias
into Galicia. Stop at
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Ribadeo
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