
End Of The Road Chords Piano 1

End Of The Road Chords Piano

End Of The Road
Chords Piano

Downloaded from
old.setefer.com by Rush

Williamson

INTRODUCTION

The 1990s  gave us  countless  timeless
ballads,  but  few  have  endured  as
powerfully as Boyz II Men’s “End of the
Road.”  Its  emotional  vocal  harmonies,
slow  R&B  groove,  and  heartfelt  lyrics
have made it a favorite for pianists of all
levels.  Whether  you  are  learning  to
accompany  a  singer,  playing  a  solo
instrumental version, or simply want to
impress  friends  at  a  jam  session,

understanding  the  End Of  The Road
chords piano arrangement is the key to
unlocking  the  song’s  soul.  This  article
wi l l  walk  you  through  the  chord
progression, voicings, rhythmic patterns,
and practical  tips so you can play the
song with confidence and expression.

UNDERSTANDING THE SONG’S
KEY AND STRUCTURE

“End of the Road” is written in the key of
D♭ major  (five flats:  B♭,  E♭,  A♭,  D♭,  G♭).
However,  many pianists  find it  easier  to
play in C major  (no sharps or flats) and

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 End Of The Road Chords Piano 2022-07-07

use a capo if necessary—but for piano,
the original key sits beautifully under the
fingers  once  you  get  used  to  the  black
keys.  The  song  follows  a  classic  slow
R&B progression: I – vi – IV – V in D♭,
which  translates  to  D♭maj7  –  B♭m7  –
G♭maj7 – A♭. The verses and choruses
use variations  of  this  progression with
added 7ths and suspensions.
The structure is: intro, verse, pre-chorus,
chorus,  verse,  pre-chorus,  chorus,
bridge, chorus, and outro. Each section
has its own subtle chord variations, so
learning  them  as  separate  blocks  will
help you memorize the entire piece.

ESSENTIAL CHORDS FOR “END
OF THE ROAD” ON PIANO

Below are the primary chords you need
to  know.  For  simplicity,  I  will  present

them in  the  original  key  of  D♭  major.
Practice  each  chord  as  a  block  chord
first, then experiment with inversions for
smoother voice leading.

D♭maj7 (I): D♭ – F – A♭ – C
B♭m7 (vi): B♭ – D♭ – F – A♭
G♭maj7 (IV): G♭ – B♭ – D♭ – F
A♭ (V): A♭ – C – E♭ (often played as
A♭sus4 – A♭ – A♭7 for transitions)
E♭m7 (ii): E♭ – G♭ – B♭ – D♭
(appears in pre-chorus)
Fm7 (iii): F – A♭ – C – E♭ (used in
the bridge)
B♭7sus4 (secondary dominant):
B♭ – E♭ – F – A♭ (leads into the
chorus)

A common mistake beginners  make is
playing  all  chords  as  simple  triads.
Adding the 7th or 9th gives the song its
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lush, R&B flavor. For example, instead of
a plain D♭ major, use D♭maj7; instead of
B♭m, use B♭m7.

STEP-BY-STEP CHORD
PROGRESSION BREAKDOWN

Intro (4 bars)
The  intro  uses  a  simple  repeating
pattern: D♭maj7 – B♭m7 – G♭maj7 – A♭.
Play  each  chord  for  one  measure  (4
beats) with a gentle, sustained feel. Use
the pedal to blend the harmonies. Some
piano  tutorials  suggest  adding  a  D♭
pedal tone in the bass (left hand) while
right  hand  plays  the  chords  in  close
voicing.  This  creates  a  dreamy,  floating
effect that sets the mood.

Verse
The verses follow the same progression
but with subtle rhythmic variation. The
right hand can play the chords as broken
arpeggios  (e.g.,  root,  third,  fifth,
seventh) while the left  hand plays the
root note on beat 1 and chord tones on
beats  2  and  4.  Listen  to  the  original
recording  to  hear  how  the  piano
supports the vocal melody. For “End of
the Road,” the piano often doubles the
bass line and adds fills.

Pre-Chorus
The  pre-chorus  builds  tension.  The
progression  shifts  to  E♭m7  –  A♭  –
D♭maj7 – G♭maj7 (ii – V – I – IV). Play
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these chords with increasing dynamics.
Add a passing chord like A♭7sus4 before
going back to D♭maj7 to create a smooth
transition. The left hand should move in
stepwise motion: E♭ – A♭ – D♭ – G♭.

Chorus
The chorus repeats the same I – vi – IV –
V pattern but with more intensity. Use
fuller  voicings—spread  the  right  hand
across two octaves.  The left  hand can
play octave roots or add chord tones. At
t h e  c l i m a x  ( “ A n d  m y  h e a r t  i s
breaking…”), you can hold the D♭maj7
with added 9th (E♭) for extra emotion.
Many  amateur  pianists  overlook  the
importance  of  voice  leading  in  the
chorus.  Keep  common  tones  between
chords (e.g., the F remains while moving

from D♭maj7 to B♭m7).

Bridge
The  bridge  (around  the  key  change
moment) uses Fm7 – B♭7 – E♭m7 – A♭7
(iii – VI – ii – V) before resolving back to
D♭maj7.  This  section  modulates  briefly
and  gives  the  song  a  fresh  harmonic
color. Practice the bridge slowly because
the left  hand may need to stretch for
wider  intervals.  Use  the  sustain  pedal
sparingly  to  avoid  muddying  the
chromatic  movement.

Outro
T h e  o u t r o  r e p e a t s  t h e  c h o r u s
progression and fades out. On piano, you
can repeat the D♭maj7 – B♭m7 – G♭maj7
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–  A♭  pattern  with  decreasing  volume.
End on a gentle D♭maj7 held with pedal
to let the overtones ring.

PLAYING TIPS FOR A
PROFESSIONAL SOUND

Use inversions. For example,1.
play D♭maj7 with the right hand as
F – A♭ – C – D♭ (third inversion) so
your hand stays close to the next
chord, B♭m7 (B♭ – D♭ – F – A♭). This
creates smooth voice leading and
reduces hand jumps.
Add passing tones. Between2.
chords, slide through a sus4 or add
a chromatic passing chord. For
instance, from G♭maj7 to A♭, play
G♭maj7 → G♭maj7/A♭ → A♭. This is
a classic R&B trick.
Rhythmic feel. The original3.

tempo is slow (around 72 BPM).
Use a ballad feel: left hand plays
quarter notes, right hand plays
syncopated eighth notes or gentle
arpeggios. You can also play the
chord on beat 1 and then a two-
note accent on beat 3.
Pedaling. Change the sustain4.
pedal every chord change or every
half chord if the harmonies shift.
Over-pedaling blurs the notes;
under-pedaling makes the sound
too dry. Use half-pedaling for a
subtle wash.
Dynamics. The song builds from a5.
soft, intimate verse to a powerful,
full-voiced chorus. Use the piano’s
touch sensitivity to shape each
phrase. Crescendo through the
pre-chorus and decrescendo at the
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end of each chorus.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
TO OVERCOME THEM

Hand Stretches
Chords like G♭maj7 require a wide span
(G♭ to F). If your hands are small, play
the  chord  as  a  two-hand  voicing:  left
hand plays G♭ and B♭, right hand plays
D♭ and F. You can also omit the fifth (D♭)
and play root-3rd-7th (G♭ – B♭ – F).

Key Signature

with Five Flats
Many players struggle with D♭ major. A
simple  fix:  learn  the  chord  shapes
relative to C major. For example, D♭ is
C# (same pitch). Mentally shift by a half
step.  Another  option:  transpose  the
chords to C major (C – Am – F – G). The
song still sounds beautiful in C, though
the vocal range may be slightly different.
Many beginners start with the C version
and later move to D♭.

Keeping Time
The slow tempo can cause rushing. Use
a metronome at 72 BPM, counting “1-
and-2-and-3-and-4-and” for eighth notes.
Practice the chords as whole notes first,
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then add rhythm.

ARRANGING A SOLO PIANO
VERSION

If you want to play “End of the Road” as
a solo piano piece (no vocals), you need
to incorporate the melody into your right
hand  while  playing  chords  in  the  left.
Here is a simple method:

Left hand: Play root notes (or
octaves) on beats 1 and 3, and
chord tones (like the 3rd and 7th)
on beats 2 and 4.
Right hand: Play the vocal
melody (which is mostly stepwise)
with occasional chord fills. For
example, on long held notes, add a
chord underneath.
Example for verse opening:

Melody notes: D♭, E♭, F, F, F... Left
hand: D♭ bass, then B♭m7
arpeggio. Right hand plays D♭ – E♭
– F – F – F and on the held F, play a
D♭maj7 chord quietly.

Transcribing the melody by ear is highly
recommended.  Listen  to  the  first  10
seconds of  the song and pick  out  the
highest vocal line. It mostly stays within
the first octave above middle C.

ADDING EMBELLISHMENTS FOR
ADVANCED PLAYERS

For pianists comfortable with the basics,
try these embellishments:

Chord substitutions: Replace
G♭maj7 with G♭maj9 (add A♭) for a
jazzier tone.
Slash chords: Play D♭maj7/C for a
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descending bassline during the
bridge.
Rubato passages: Slightly delay
the downbeat of the third line of
the verse for emotional effect.
Grace notes and mordents: Add
a quick upper neighbor note
before hitting a chord tone,
especially on the word “road.”

LEARNING RESOURCES AND
PRACTICE ROUTINE

To  master  the  End  Of  The  Road
chords piano arrangement, dedicate at
least  15  minutes  a  day  to  these
exercises:

Day 1–2: Memorize all chord1.
shapes in D♭ major.
Day 3–4: Practice chord transitions2.

(especially I–vi–IV–V) slowly with a
metronome.
Day 5–6: Add left-hand bass3.
patterns; focus on syncopation.
Day 7+: Combine hands and4.
incorporate the melody.

YouTube piano tutorials (search “End of
the  Road  piano  chords  tutorial”)  can
provide  visual  demonstrations.  Many
teachers  break  down  the  song  into
manageable  sections.  Additionally,
websites like Ultimate Guitar (for chord
charts)  and  Hooktheory  (for  harmonic
analysis)  are  excellent  supplementary
tools.

CONCLUSION

Learning to play “End of the Road” on
the piano is a rewarding experience that
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deepens  your  understanding  of  R&B
harmony  and  expressive  playing.  By
mastering the core End Of The Road
chords piano progression, namely the I
– vi  – IV – V pattern in D♭ major, you
unlock  the  song’s  emotional  core.

Remember  to  focus  on  smooth  voice
leading,  proper  pedaling,  and dynamic
control to capture the ballad’s heartfelt
longing.  Whether  you  perform it  as  a
solo  instrumental  or  accompany  a
singer,  the  song  will


