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UNDERSTANDING THE CHEVY
STEERING COLUMN WIRING
BASICS

The  steering  column  in  a  Chevrolet
vehicle  serves  as  more  than  just  a
connection between the steering wheel
and the steering box. It is a central hub
for  electrical  controls  that  manage
everything  from  the  ignition  and  turn

signals  to  the  horn,  wipers,  cruise
control, and even the airbag system in
modern  models.  A  Wiring  Diagram
Chevy  Steering  Column  i s  an
indispensable  roadmap  for  anyone
working on these systems, whether you
are restoring a classic Chevy, diagnosing
a no-start condition, or upgrading to an
aftermarket steering column.
Chevrolet,  like  most  General  Motors
divisions, has used a variety of steering
column designs over the decades. From
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the column-mounted ignition keys of the
1960s  and  1970s  to  the  keyless  start
s y s t e m s  o f  t o d a y ,  t h e  w i r i n g
configurations  have  evolved
significantly.  A  clear  wiring  diagram
helps you understand which wire does
what, what color codes to expect,  and
how the column interacts with the rest of
the vehicle's electrical system.
For classic Chevy owners,  the steering
column  often  requires  rebuilding  or
replacement. In those cases, having an
accurate Chevy steering column wiring
schematic  is  critical  to  avoid  shorts,
fires,  or  component  failures.  Modern
Chevy trucks and SUVs also benefit from
diagram  knowledge  when  installing
remote start systems or troubleshooting
intermittent electrical faults.

WHY YOU NEED A WIRING
DIAGRAM FOR A CHEVY
STEERING COLUMN

There  are  several  common  scenarios
where  a  Wiring  Diagram  Chevy
Steering  Column  becomes  essential:

Troubleshooting electrical
issues: When your turn signals
stop working, the horn blows
constantly, or the ignition switch
fails, the wiring diagram lets you
trace the circuit from the column
to the fuse box or relay.
Steering column replacement:
If you swap in a rebuilt or
aftermarket column, you must
match the wires to the vehicle’s
harness. Without a diagram, you
could connect the wrong wires and
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damage the steering column
electronics.
Adding aftermarket
accessories: Installing a steering
wheel with built-in audio controls,
a push-to-start button, or a cruise
control stalk requires knowledge of
the existing column wiring.
Restoration projects: Classic
Chevy restorations often involve
replacing deteriorated wiring
looms. A factory-style Chevy
steering column harness diagram
ensures you maintain originality
and reliability.
Safety considerations: The
steering column houses the airbag
clockspring in modern vehicles.
Incorrect wiring can disable the
airbag or cause it to deploy

unexpectedly. A diagram helps
you handle these sensitive circuits
properly.

COMMON CHEVY STEERING
COLUMN WIRING
CONFIGURATIONS

Chevrolet  has  produced  scores  of
different  steering  column  designs  over
seven  decades.  Understanding  the
general  categories  of  these  columns
helps you find the right diagram for your
specific model.

Classic Column-



4

4 Wiring Diagram Chevy Steering Column 2024-09-03

Mounted Ignition
(1960s–1970s)
During this era, the ignition switch was
located on the right side of the steering
column, just below the steering wheel.
The turn signal switch also functioned as
the horn relay activator and included a
four-way  flasher  switch.  The  wiring
harness usually comprises around eight
to  twelve  wires  emerging  from  the
column.  Typical  colors  include  black
(ground),  orange  (battery  feed  from
ignition switch), purple (starter solenoid),
and dark green (left turn signal). These
d iagrams  o f ten  show  separate
connectors  for  the  ignition  switch  and
the turn signal switch.

GM Tilt and
Telescoping
Columns
(1980s–1990s)
Starting in the 1980s, Chevrolet adopted
the General Motors Saginaw tilt column
as  standard  in  many  trucks  and  cars.
These  columns  have  a  separate  turn
signal switch assembly and often include
cruise control wiring. The ignition switch
moved from the column to the dash on
some models (like the 1988-1998 Chevy
C/K  trucks)  but  remained  column-
mounted on others. Wiring diagrams for
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these columns typically show a ten-pin
or  twelve-pin  connector  for  the  turn
signal switch and another connector for
the  ignition  switch.  Many  aftermarket
wiring  harnesses  are  designed  to
interface  with  these  GM  columns.

Modern Chevy
Steering
Columns
(2000–Present)
Today’s  Chevy  vehicles  use  complex
steering columns that integrate multiple
electronic modules. The steering column
houses  the  clockspring  for  the  airbag,

multifunction stalks (turn signals, wipers,
cruise  control,  and  high  beams  all  in
one), and often electric power steering
(EPS) components. Wiring diagrams for
modern  Chevy  steering  columns  are
i n t r i c a t e ,  f e a t u r i n g  C A N  b u s
communication wires, power and ground
circuits, and sensor inputs. You may see
wire colors like white/black for CAN high,
brown for CAN low, and various striped
wires for specific switches.

KEY WIRE FUNCTIONS AND
COLOR CODES IN CHEVY
COLUMNS

While Chevy did not adhere to a single
universal color code across all years and
models, many wiring diagrams follow a
general convention. The table below lists
common  functions  and  typical  wire
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colors  you  might  encounter  when
studying  a  Wiring  Diagram  Chevy
Steering  Column.  Always  verify  with
your  specific  vehicle’s  service  manual,
as colors can vary by year and option
content.

Battery Positive (B+) Constant
Power: Orange or red – feeds the
ignition switch and receives power
from the fuse box even when the
key is off.
Ignition (RUN/ACC): Pink or
red/white – provides power to the
ignition system, gauges, and
accessories when the key is in the
RUN or ACC position.
Starter (START): Purple or yellow
– sends 12V to the starter solenoid
when the key is turned to START.

Accessory (ACC): Gray or tan –
powers radio, power windows, and
other accessories in the ACC
position.
Turn Signal Left Front: Dark
green (some models use light
green).
Turn Signal Right Front: Yellow
(some models use light blue).
Turn Signal Left Rear: Dark blue
or brown.
Turn Signal Right Rear: Purple
or white.
Horn: Black with white stripe
(ground circuit) or dark blue from
the horn relay.
Horn Ground (column side):
Often a black wire that grounds
the horn button or ring.
Brake Switch Input (for turn
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signal cancel): White or tan.
Cruise Control (if equipped):
Various colors – common are gray
for set, light blue for coast, and
black for ground. A dedicated
cruise control module may be
separate.
Airbag Clockspring: Yellow and
yellow/black – these wires are part
of the SRS system and require
extreme caution.

When reading a Chevy steering column
wiring  schematic,  note  that  the  wire
colors  may  change  from  the  column
connector to the vehicle harness. Many
diagrams include detailed pin-out tables
with connector views.

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO
READING A CHEVY STEERING
COLUMN WIRING DIAGRAM

Approaching a Wiring Diagram Chevy
Steering Column  for  the first  time can
be  intimidating.  Follow  these  steps  to
decode any diagram effectively:

Identify your vehicle’s model1.
year assembly service manual
(or a reliable aftermarket
source). Factory GM manuals
provide the most accurate
diagrams. Online resources like
forums or wiring diagram websites
can help, but verify they match
your exact model.
Locate the steering column2.
harness connector diagram.
The diagram usually shows the
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connector face view with pin
numbers or letters. Compare the
shape and pin count to your
column’s connector.
List the wire functions you3.
need. For example, if you are
installing a new turn signal switch,
find the pins for left front, right
front, left rear, right rear, front
park lights, and ground.
Trace the wire from the4.
column to the destination.
Many diagrams include the full
circuit, showing splices, fuses, and
relays. Follow the path to
understand how power flows.
Test with a multimeter. Always5.
verify continuity and voltage with
a digital multimeter before making
connections. This step prevents

wiring errors that could cause
shorts or damage.
Use color codes as a guide, not6.
a rule. As noted, colors can vary.
A diagram from a 1972 Chevelle
may have different colors than a
1982 K10. Always cross-reference
with your vehicle’s original
harness.

COMMON ISSUES AND
TROUBLESHOOTING WITH CHEVY
STEERING COLUMN WIRING

Armed with a Wiring Diagram Chevy
Steering  Column,  you  can  efficiently
diagnose everyday problems.  Here are
three frequent issues and how to solve
them using the diagram:
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No Crank –
Starter Does Not
Energize
First,  verify  battery  voltage  at  the
ignition switch using the diagram. Look
for the purple starter wire at the column
connector. With the key in START, you
should measure 12V on that wire. If not,
the ignition switch may be defective. If
12V is present but the starter does not
engage, check the neutral safety switch
and  the  wire  from the  column to  the
starter solenoid.

Turn Signals Do
Not Flash or
Flash Incorrectly
This  can  be  caused  by  a  faulty  turn
signal  switch,  a  broken  wire  in  the
column,  or  a  bad  ground.  Using  the
diagram, identify the turn signal output
wires. Test the switch by operating the
lever  and checking continuity  between
the common feed wire (often a white or
tan  wire  from  the  flasher)  and  the
appropriate  left/right  output  wires.
Replace  the  switch  if  necessary.  Also,
ensure the column is properly grounded;
many Chevy columns have a dedicated
black ground wire that attaches to the
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firewall or chassis.

Horn Blows
Continuously or
Does Not Work
The  horn  circuit  in  a  Chevy  steering
column usually works by grounding the
horn relay.  The horn wire (often black
with white stripe) provides a ground path
when the horn button is pressed. If the
horn blows constantly, the wire may be
shorted  to  ground  somewhere  in  the
column. Use the diagram to locate the
horn  wi re  at  the  connector  and
disconnect it. If the horn stops, the issue
is inside the column—possibly the horn

contact ring or a worn turn signal switch.
If  the  horn  does  not  work,  check  for
power at the horn relay and continuity
through the wire.

WIRING AN AFTERMARKET
STEERING COLUMN IN A CHEVY

Many  Chevy  enthusiasts  choose  to
replace  the  factory  column  with  an
aftermarket  unit,  such  as  a  Flaming
River, Ididit,  or a vintage-style column.
These columns typically come with their
own wiring instructions, but integrating
them into your  Chevy requires a  solid
understanding  of  the  original  wiring
diagram.
Identify  the  wires  coming  from  your
vehicle harness that must connect to the
a f te rmarke t  co lumn.  Common
connections  include:
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Battery constant power (ignition
switch input)
Accessory power
Starter signal
Left and right turn signals (front

and rear)
Brake switch input
Horn ground
Dimmer switch for floor-mounted
high


