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INTRODUCTION: A LANDMARK
REFERENCE IN POLITICAL
SCIENCE

For students, scholars, and practitioners
of political science, having access to a
comprehensive,  authoritative  reference
work is not merely a convenience—it is a
necessity.  Few  works  in  the  discipline
have achieved the stature and utility of
The  Encyclopedia  Of  Political
Science  Janda,  a  monumental  multi-
volume  reference  set  edited  by  the
distinguished political scientist Kenneth
Janda. Published in 2011 by CQ Press,
this encyclopedia stands as one of the
mos t  amb i t i ous  and  tho rough
compilations of political knowledge ever
assembled. But what exactly makes this
work so indispensable, and how does it
serve the diverse needs of the political
science community?
To  understand  the  significance  of  The
Encyclopedia Of Political Science Janda,
one  must  first  appreciate  the  scope  of
the  undertaking.  The  work  spans  five
volumes,  contains  over  1,500  entries,
and represents the contributions of more
than  700  scholars  from  around  the
globe.  It  is,  in  many  respects,  the
definitive English-language reference for
the  entire  field  of  political  science.  Yet
beyond its sheer size, the encyclopedia
is  distinguished  by  its  thoughtful
organization,  its  commitment  to

accessibility,  and  its  reflection  of  the
remarkable  intellectual  leadership  of
Kenneth  Janda  himself.

WHO IS KENNETH JANDA? THE
VISION BEHIND THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA

Kenneth  Janda  is  a  name that  carries
considerable  weight  in  the  world  of
political science. A professor emeritus at
Northwestern  University,  Janda  spent
decades shaping the discipline through
h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  t e a c h i n g ,  a n d
administrative leadership. He is perhaps
best  known for  his  pioneering work in
comparative  politics,  particularly  his
studies  of  political  parties  and  party
systems  around  the  world.  His  book
Political Parties: A Cross-National Survey
remains a foundational text, and his role
as  a  principal  investigator  for  the
Comparative Study of Electoral Systems
project has had lasting influence on how
scholars understand voter behavior and
institutional design.
Janda brought this depth of experience
to  the encyclopedia  project.  Under  his
editorial guidance, The Encyclopedia Of
Political Science Janda was designed not
merely as a collection of facts, but as a
coherent intellectual resource that would
help readers navigate the complexities
of political  life.  His editorial  philosophy
emphasized  clarity,  balance,  and
inclusiveness,  ensuring  that  the  work
would  be  useful  to  undergraduate
students,  graduate  researchers,  and

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 The Encyclopedia Of Political Science Janda 2026-05-24

seasoned  professors  alike.

STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION
OF THE ENCYCLOPEDIA

The  Encyclopedia  Of  Political  Science
Janda is organized in a way that reflects
the  core  subfields  of  political  science.
The  five  volumes  cover  political  theory,
American  politics,  comparative  politics,
international relations, and public policy
and administration, as well as a range of
cross-cutting  topics.  Each  volume
contains entries arranged alphabetically,
with  extensive  cross-referencing  that
allows  readers  to  trace  connections
between concepts, thinkers, and events.
One of the standout features of the work
is its use of analytic overviews. These
are  longer,  essay-style  entries  that
provide a deep treatment of major topics
such  as  democracy,  sovereignty,
globalization,  and  federalism.  These
overviews are complemented by shorter,
more  focused  entries  that  define  key
terms,  describe  important  institutions,
and  profile  influential  figures.  This  two-
tier  structure  makes  the  encyclopedia
exceptionally versatile. A reader seeking
a  quick  definition  of  gerrymandering  or
rational choice theory  will  find a concise
entry, while someone exploring a broad
topic like authoritarianism can turn to a
s u b s t a n t i a l  e s s a y  w i t h  a  f u l l
bibl iography.

KEY FEATURES THAT SET THIS
ENCYCLOPEDIA APART

Comprehensive
Coverage Across

All Subfields
The  Encyclopedia  Of  Political  Science
Janda  covers  the  full  breadth  of  the
discipline.  Entries  range  from classical
political  philosophy—with  detailed
discuss ions  of  P lato,  Ar istot le ,
M a c h i a v e l l i ,  a n d  H o b b e s — t o
c o n t e m p o r a r y  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s
cybersecurity,  climate governance,  and
the  politics  of  identity.  The  work  also
includes strong coverage of institutions,
including  legislatures,  executives,
judiciaries, and bureaucracies, as well as
processes  such  as  elections,  lobbying,
and diplomacy.

International and
Comparative
Perspective
One of  the  most  significant  strengths  of
th i s  encyc loped ia  i s  i t s  g loba l
orientation.  Rather  than  focusing
narrowly on American politics, it  draws
on examples and scholarship from every
region of the world. Entries on European
Union  governance,  African  political
systems,  East  Asian  development
models,  and  Latin  American  populism
are  all  included.  This  comparative
approach is a direct reflection of Janda's
own scholarly interests and is one of the
reasons the work is so highly valued in
university libraries worldwide.

Biographical
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Entries on
Influential

Thinkers
Political science is driven by the ideas of
i t s  l e a d i n g  t h i n k e r s ,  a n d  T h e
Encyclopedia Of Political  Science Janda
gives  proper  attention  to  biography.
Readers  will  find  entries  on  figures
ranging from Hannah Arendt  and John
Rawls  to  Robert  Dahl  and  Samuel
Huntington.  Each  biographical  entry
s i tuates  the  th inker  wi th in  the
intellectual  context  of  their  time,
summarizes their key contributions, and
assesses  their  lasting  influence  on  the
discipline. These entries are particularly
valuable for students writing papers or
preparing for comprehensive exams.

Bibliographic
References and
Further Reading
Every entry in the encyclopedia includes
a list of references and suggestions for
further  reading.  These  bibliographies
have  been  carefully  curated  by  the
contributing  scholars  and  provide  a
reliable  pathway  into  the  academic
literature.  For  graduate  students  and
researchers, this feature alone can save
hours of library time. The references are
general ly  current  at  the  t ime  of
publication  and  include  both  classic
works  and  important  recent  studies.

Accessible
Writing for
Diverse
Audiences
Although the encyclopedia is a scholarly
work,  the  editors  made  a  conscious
effort  to  ensure  that  entries  are  written
in clear, jargon-free language whenever
possible.  Complex  concepts  are
explained without oversimplification, but
the prose remains inviting. This makes
The  Encyclopedia  Of  Political  Science
Janda suitable for advanced high school
students  seeking  to  deepen  their
understanding,  undergraduate  majors
writing term papers, and even journalists
or  policy  professionals  who  need  a
reliable overview of a topic outside their
immediate expertise.

HOW THE ENCYCLOPEDIA SERVES
DIFFERENT AUDIENCES

Undergraduate
and Graduate
Students
For students, this encyclopedia is often
the first stop when beginning a research
project.  The  entries  provide  a  solid
grounding  in  a  topic,  explain  key
debates,  and  point  toward  the  most
important  scholarly  sources.  Many
professors  recommend  that  students
s t a r t  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  w i t h  T h e
Encyclopedia Of Political  Science Janda
precisely  because  it  offers  a  reliable
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foundation  before  diving  into  more
specialized  books  and  journal  articles.
The cross-references also help students
discover  connections  they  might  not
have  considered,  broadening  their
intellectual  horizons.

Faculty and
Researchers
Even  experienced  scholars  find  value  in
this reference work. When venturing into
a  new  area  of  study  or  preparing  a
lec tu re  outs ide  one ' s  p r imary
specialization,  the  encyclopedia  offers  a
quick  and  reliable  way  to  review  the
current state of knowledge. The analytic
overviews, in particular,  are written by
leading  experts  and  often  reflect  the
latest  thinking  in  a  given  subfield.  For
scholars  in  comparative  politics  or
international relations, the cross-national
coverage is especially useful.

Librarians and
Information
Specialists
Academic  librarians  consistently  rank
The  Encyclopedia  Of  Political  Science
Janda  among  the  most  frequently
consulted reference works in the social
sciences  collection.  Its  comprehensive
index,  clear  organization,  and  reliable
scholarship make it a go-to resource for
answering  reference  questions.  Many
libraries  also  offer  the  encyclopedia  in
digital format, allowing users to access it
remotely.

CONTENT HIGHLIGHTS: WHAT
YOU WILL FIND INSIDE

A  quick  survey  of  the  encyclopedia's
entries  reveals  the  extraordinary
breadth of the work. In political theory,
readers  will  find  detailed  entries  on
democratic  peace  theory,  feminist
p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  a n d
postcolonialism.  In  American  politics,
the  coverage  includes  campaign
finance,  the  Electoral  College,  and
presidential  power.  The  comparative
politics  section  features  entries  on
parliamentary  systems,  electoral
systems ,  and  pol it ical  party
development.  The  international
relations volume includes treatments of
sovereignty,  international  law,
globalization,  and  security  studies.
The  encyclopedia  also  includes  entries
on  methodology  and  research
design, which are valuable for students
learning how to conduct political science
research.  Topics  such  as  case  study
methodology,  survey  research,
formal  modeling,  and  statistical
analysis  are  covered  with  the  same
depth  and  clarity  as  the  substantive
topics. This integration of methods and
substance is one of the work's distinctive
strengths.
Another notable feature is the inclusion
of  entries  on  the  discipline  itself.
Readers  can  explore  the  history  of
political science as an academic field, its
evolution  over  the  twentieth  century,
a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n t e l l e c t u a l
movements—behavioralism,  rational
choice  theory,  constructivism,  and
o t h e r s — t h a t  h a v e  s h a p e d  i t s
development.  These  entries  provide
essential  context  for  understanding
where the discipline has been and where
it is heading.
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THE ENCYCLOPEDIA IN THE
DIGITAL AGE

Since  its  publication  in  2011,  The
Encyclopedia Of Political  Science Janda
has also been made available in digital
formats. Many libraries now offer access
through  online  reference  platforms,
allowing  users  to  search  across  all
volumes quickly and to link directly to
related  entries.  The  digital  version
preserves all  the cross-referencing and
bibliographic features of the print edition
while adding the convenience of full-text
search.  For  remote  teaching  and
research, the digital access is invaluable.
The digital format also makes it easier to
update entries in the future, a factor that
is increasingly important in a field where
knowledge  evolves  rapidly.  While  the
2011 edition remains highly current  in
many  a reas ,  t op i cs  re la ted  to
techno logy ,  gove rnance ,  and
international  security  will  benefit  from
periodic  revision.  The  encyclopedia's
publisher has expressed a commitment
to  maintaining  the  work  as  a  living
reference.

COMPARING THE JANDA
ENCYCLOPEDIA TO OTHER
REFERENCE WORKS

There  are,  of  course,  other  reference
works  in  po l i t i ca l  sc ience.  The
International  Encyclopedia  of  Political
Science  edited  by  Bertrand  Badie  and
others, for example, is a valuable multi-
volume  resource.  However,  The
Encyclopedia Of Political  Science Janda
distinguishes itself in several key ways.
First,  it  is  more thoroughly  integrated,
with  cross-references  that  connect
entries  across all  volumes.  Second,  its
analytic  overviews  provide  a  depth  of
treatment  that  is  unmatched  in  many

competing  works.  Third,  the  editorial
hand of Kenneth Janda himself ensures a
consistent  level  of  quality  and  a
coherent vision throughout the set.
For instructors and students who value a
reference  work  that  treats  political
science  as  a  unified  discipline  rather
than  a  collection  of  subfields,  the  Janda
encyclopedia is the preferred choice. It
encourages  readers  to  see  the
connections between political theory and
empirical  research,  between  American
politics  and  comparative  analysis,  and
between  domestic  governance  and
international  relations.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR USING THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA

To get the most out of The Encyclopedia
Of Political Science Janda, users should
start  with  the  comprehensive  index,
which  covers  all  five  volumes  and
includes  topics,  names,  and  concepts.
From the index, one can locate relevant
entries and also discover related entries
through the cross-reference system. For
students writing research papers, a good
approach is to read the relevant analytic
overview  first,  then  follow  the  cross-
references  to  more  specific  entries,  and
finally  consult  the  bibliographies  for
primary  and  secondary  sources.
Faculty  members  can  incorporate  the
encyclopedia  into  their  courses  by
assigning specific entries as introductory
reading  for  a  given  topic.  The  longer
analytic overviews work particularly well
as background reading before a lecture
or seminar discussion. Graduate advisors
often  recommend  that  their  students
r e a d  t h e  e n t r i e s  o n  r e s e a r c h
methodology  and  the  history  of  the
discipline as part of their orientation to
the field.
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CONCLUSION: A LASTING
CONTRIBUTION TO POLITICAL
SCIENCE

The  Encyclopedia  Of  Political  Science
Janda  represents  a  remarkable
achievement  in  academic  publishing.
Under the editorial leadership of Kenneth
Janda,  a team of  hundreds of  scholars
has  created  a  reference  work  that  is
both  comprehensive  and  accessible,
authoritative and inviting. It captures the
state of the discipline at the beginning of

the  twenty-first  century  while  providing
tools  for  understanding  the  political
challenges of the future. For anyone who
studies,  teaches,  or  practices  political
science,  this  encyclopedia  is  an
indispensable  resource—a  work  that
belongs in every university library and
on  the  shelves  of  all  who  take  the
discipline seriously. Its legacy will endure
for  generations,  a  testament  to  the
power  of  collaborative  scholarship  and
the vision  of  one of  political  science's
most distinguished figures.


