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UNDERSTANDING GEORGE ORWELL'S MASTERPIECE:
YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO ANIMAL FARM
CLIFFNOTES

George Orwell's Animal Farm is far more than a simple story
about farm animals. Published in 1945, this allegorical novella
remains one of the most powerful political satires ever written.
For students, casual readers, and literature enthusiasts alike,
grasping the full depth of this work can be challenging. That is
exactly why Animal Farm Cliffnotes have become an
invaluable resource. They offer a structured pathway through the
complex themes, characters, and historical parallels that Orwell
masterfully weaves into his narrative. This comprehensive guide
will serve as your own personal set of cliffnotes, helping you
unlock every layer of meaning within this timeless book.

Whether you are preparing for an exam, writing a critical essay,
or simply wanting to appreciate the story more deeply,
understanding the core elements through a reliable study aid is
essential. These Animal Farm Cliffnotes will break down the
plot, analyze the key figures, explore the major themes, and
connect the story to the real-world events that inspired it. By the

end, you will see why this cautionary tale about power,
corruption, and idealism continues to resonate with readers
nearly eight decades after its first publication.

What Is Animal Farm? A
Brief Overview

At its heart, Animal Farm tells the story of a group of farm
animals who rebel against their human owner, Mr. Jones, with the
dream of creating a society where all animals are equal and free.
The pigs, led by the ambitious Napoleon and the idealistic
Snowball, take charge and establish a new set of laws called the
Seven Commandments. The most famous rule, "All animals are
equal," becomes the foundation of their new order.

However, the dream quickly begins to sour. As the pigs
consolidate power, they start to alter the commandments to suit
their growing privileges. The story follows the gradual and
depressing transformation of this utopian vision into a brutal
tyranny, culminating in the chilling moment when the pigs
become indistinguishable from the humans they once overthrew.
This makes Animal Farm Cliffnotes particularly useful for
tracking the incremental steps of this corruption, which can be
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easy to miss on a first reading.

Key Characters You Need
to Know

A proper set of Animal Farm Cliffnotes must start with the
characters, as each one represents a specific figure or group from
the Russian Revolution and the rise of the Soviet Union.
Understanding these parallels is key to unlocking the book's
deeper meaning.

* Napoleon: A large, fierce-looking Berkshire boar. He
represents Joseph Stalin. Napoleon is cunning, power-
hungry, and uses fear and propaganda to control the other
animals. He gradually twists the ideals of the rebellion to
serve his own selfish ends.

e Snowball: A vivid, energetic, and more intellectual pig. He
represents Leon Trotsky. Snowball is the initial visionary
who develops the principles of Animalism and plans for the
future, including building a windmill. He is ultimately driven
out by Napoleon's dogs, mirroring Trotsky's exile.

e Squealer: A small, fat pig with very round cheeks and
twinkling eyes. He represents the Soviet propaganda
machine. Squealer is Napoleon's right-hand
communicator. He has a gift for twisting the truth and using
persuasive language to make the other animals accept
Napoleon's increasingly tyrannical actions.

e Boxer: An enormous, gentle, and incredibly strong

carthorse. He represents the loyal working class. His
personal mottoes are "l will work harder" and "Napoleon is
always right." Boxer is the heart of the farm, but his blind
loyalty is exploited until he is sold to the knacker's yard
when he is no longer useful.

e Benjamin: An old, cynical donkey. He represents the
intellectuals who see the truth but do nothing.
Benjamin can read as well as any pig, but he never does so
publicly. He understands that things will not change for the
worse or the better, and his detached cynicism prevents
him from intervening.

e Mr. Jones: The drunken and neglectful human owner of
Manor Farm. He represents Czar Nicholas I, the last
emperor of Russia, who was overthrown by the revolution.

¢ Moses: Mr. Jones's tame raven. He represents the Russian
Orthodox Church. Moses constantly talks about a
paradise called "Sugarcandy Mountain," which distracts the
animals from their suffering with the promise of an afterlife.

Chapter-by-Chapter
Summary: The Core of
Animal Farm Cliffnotes

One of the most helpful aspects of any Animal Farm Cliffnotes
resource is a clear breakdown of the plot. Here is a concise
walkthrough of the novella's major events.
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CHAPTER 1: THE REBELLION BEGINS

Old Major, an elderly prize boar, gathers all the animals in the
barn. He shares a dream about a world where animals are free
from human oppression and teaches them a song called "Beasts
of England." He dies three nights later, but his vision inspires the
animals.

CHAPTER 2: THE REVOLUTION

The pigs, led by Napoleon, Snowball, and Squealer, develop Old
Major's ideas into a system of thought called Animalism. When
Mr. Jones gets drunk and forgets to feed the animals, they rise up
and chase him off the farm. The farm is renamed Animal Farm,
and the Seven Commandments are painted on the wall.

CHAPTER 3: THE GOLDEN AGE

The animals work hard and the harvest is a success. The pigs,
who do no physical labor, position themselves as the leaders.
Boxer becomes a hero for his immense strength and dedication.

CHAPTER 4: THE BATTLE OF THE COWSHED

Mr. Jones and his human neighbours try to retake the farm. The
animals, commanded by Snowball, fight them off in a decisive
victory. This battle is a key moment in building solidarity and
pride.

CHAPTER 5: THE RISE OF NAPOLEON

Snowball and Napoleon constantly disagree. Snowball plans to

build a windmill for electricity, while Napoleon opposes it. One
day, Snowball presents his detailed plans, but Napoleon
unleashes nine ferocious dogs, who chase Snowball off the farm.
Napoleon then announces an end to all future debates and
declares himself the leader.

CHAPTER 6: THE WINDMILL AND THE LIES

Napoleon secretly decides to build the windmill that he once
opposed. The animals work like slaves in terrible conditions.
Squealer uses propaganda to justify Napoleon's decisions, telling
the animals that Snowball is a traitor and a criminal. The pigs
begin to trade with neighbouring farms and sleep in the house.

CHAPTER 7: THE PURGES

The windmill is destroyed in a violent storm. Napoleon blames
Snowball, and the dogs begin a reign of terror. Several animals
are forced to confess to being in league with Snowball and are
executed. "Beasts of England” is banned and replaced with a
hymn in praise of Napoleon.

CHAPTER 8: THE BATTLE OF THE WINDMILL

The pigs become more like humans. They drink alcohol and grow
rich. A neighbouring farmer named Frederick attacks the farm
and blows up the rebuilt windmill. The animals fight back and win
a pyrrhic victory, but it is a hollow win after so much loss.



CHAPTER 9: BOXER'S FALL

Boxer works himself to the point of collapse. When he falls,
Napoleon pretends to care and says he will be sent to a hospital.
In reality, Boxer is sold to a knacker's yard for glue. Squealer lies
to the animals, telling them Boxer died in a hospital and that his
last words were "Long live Animal Farm."

CHAPTER 10: THE FINAL TRANSFORMATION

Years pass, and the farm prospers materially, but the animals live
in misery. The pigs start walking on their hind legs and carrying
whips. The Seven Commandments are reduced to a single
principle: "All animals are equal, but some animals are more
equal than others." The pigs invite local farmers for dinner, and
the animals look from pig to man and cannot tell the difference.

Major Themes and
Symbolism

Any high-quality set of Animal Farm Cliffnotes should explore
the central themes. These are the ideas that give the book its
lasting power.

e Power and Corruption: The most obvious theme is that
power corrupts. The pigs begin with noble intentions but
are seduced by the privileges of leadership. This shows how
absolute power can destroy even the most idealistic
movements.

e Propaganda and Manipulation: Squealer's role is
crucial. He uses language to distort reality. He tells the
animals that "freedom is the feeling of being free" while
they are enslaved. This demonstrates how language can be
used as a tool of oppression.

e The Dangers of Blind Loyalty: Boxer represents the
devoted but unthinking follower. His faith in Napoleon is
absolute, and it leads directly to his destruction. The story
warns against loyalty that is not backed by critical thought.

¢ Class and Inequality: The pigs create a new ruling class
that is more oppressive than the old one. The working
animals (horses, sheep, hens) remain at the bottom, while
the pigs grow rich. This is a direct critique of how
revolutions can simply replace one elite with another.

Historical Context: The
Russian Revolution
Connection

To fully benefit from Animal Farm Cliffnotes, you must
understand the real-world history behind the fiction. Orwell wrote
the book as a direct attack on the totalitarian regime of Joseph
Stalin and a critique of the failed promise of the Russian
Revolution.

¢ Old Major represents Karl Marx and V.l. Lenin - the
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intellectual founders of the ideology.

* The Rebellion represents the Russian Revolution of
1917 - the overthrow of the Czar.

* Napoleon represents Joseph Stalin - the leader who
took power after Lenin's death and became a brutal
dictator.

e Snowball represents Leon Trotsky - Stalin's rival who
was exiled and later assassinated.

e The Battle of the Cowshed represents the Russian
Civil War - where the Bolsheviks defended their
revolution.

e The purges and executions represent Stalin's Great
Purge - where millions of real or imagined opponents were
executed.

Orwell was a democratic socialist who was deeply disillusioned by
the Stalinist regime. He saw the Russian Revolution as a noble
idea that had been betrayed by a new, oppressive ruling class.
Animal Farm is his warning to the world about the dangers of
authoritarianism, no matter what ideology it claims to follow.

Key Quotes and Their

Meaning

No set of Animal Farm Cliffnotes would be complete without a
look at the most important quotes from the book.

e "All animals are equal, but some animals are more
equal than others." This is the final, cynical version of
the Seven Commandments. It shows that the pigs have
completely abandoned the principle of equality and now
openly embrace a class hierarchy.

* "Four legs good, two legs bad." This simple slogan is
used to brainwash the sheep. It shows how complex ideas
can be reduced to meaningless chants that prevent critical
thought.

e "l will work harder." Boxer's motto reflects the tragic
dedication of the working class. Despite giving everything
to the farm, his efforts are exploited and ultimately
discarded.

* "The creatures outside looked from pig to man, and
from man to pig, and from pig to man again; but
already it was impossible to say which was which."
This is the final line of the book. It powerfully visualises the
completion of the pigs' transformation. They have become
the very thing they set



