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INTRODUCTION: THE PANTHEON OF ANCIENT GREECE

The mythology of ancient Greece is a vast and intricate tapestry
of  stories,  characters,  and divine beings that have captivated
humanity for millennia. At the heart of this rich tradition lies the
pantheon—a collection  of  gods  and  goddesses  who governed
every aspect of life, nature, and the cosmos. Understanding these
deities is essential for anyone exploring classical literature, art, or
history. This article provides a comprehensive guide to all the
Greek gods and goddesses names in alphabetical order,
offering  an  accessible  reference  for  students,  enthusiasts,  and
curious readers alike. Whether you are studying mythology for
academic purposes or simply fascinated by the tales of Mount
Olympus,  this  curated  list  will  help  you  navigate  the  divine
hierarchy with clarity and ease.

THE MAJOR OLYMPIAN GODS AND GODDESSES

The Olympians are the most well-known deities,  residing atop
Mount Olympus. They form the core of Greek mythology and are

frequently referenced in modern culture. Below is an alphabetical
listing of all  the Greek gods and goddesses, starting with the
most prominent figures. Note that some lesser-known deities are
also included to provide a complete picture of the pantheon.

A – Aphrodite to Astraeus
Aphrodite – Goddess of love, beauty, desire, and pleasure.
Born from the sea foam, she was one of the most influential
Olympians.
Apollo – God of music, arts, knowledge, healing, plague,
prophecy, poetry, and archery. He was also associated with
the sun and light.
Ares – God of war, violence, and bloodshed. He
represented the brutal and chaotic aspects of conflict.
Artemis – Goddess of the hunt, wilderness, wild animals,
and the moon. She was a protector of young girls and
childbirth.
Athena – Goddess of wisdom, strategic warfare, crafts, and
civilization. She sprang fully grown from Zeus’s head.
Astraeus – Titan god of dusk and the stars. Though not an
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Olympian, he belongs to the earlier generation of deities.

B – Boreas to Briareos
Boreas – God of the north wind and winter. He was one of
the four wind gods (Anemoi).
Briareos – One of the Hecatoncheires, hundred-handed
giants who helped Zeus in the Titanomachy.

C – Calypso to Cronus
Calypso – A nymph and minor goddess who detained
Odysseus on her island. She was associated with
concealment.
Circe – A powerful sorceress and minor goddess of magic,
known for transforming her enemies into animals.
Cronus – Leader of the Titans, father of Zeus, and god of
time. He ruled before the Olympians and was overthrown
by his son.

D – Demeter to Dionysus
Demeter – Goddess of agriculture, harvest, fertility, and
sacred law. Her grief over Persephone’s abduction caused
seasons.
Dionysus – God of wine, festivity, madness, and ecstasy.
He was the youngest Olympian and represented the primal,

untamed forces of nature.

E – Eileithyia to Eris
Eileithyia – Goddess of childbirth and labor pains. She was
invoked by women during delivery.
Eos – Titan goddess of the dawn. Each morning she rose
from the ocean to announce the sun.
Eris – Goddess of strife, discord, and rivalry. Her golden
apple sparked the Trojan War.

F – No major gods begin
with F in the standard
Greek pantheon, but some
minor figures like Phobos
(personification of fear) are
often included.
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G – Gaia to Gorgons
Gaia – Primordial goddess of the Earth. She was the mother
of the Titans, Cyclopes, and other ancient beings.
Gorgons – Three monstrous sisters (Medusa, Stheno,
Euryale) with snakes for hair. Medusa was mortal.

H – Hades to Hypnos
Hades – God of the underworld, the dead, and riches. He
was not considered evil but stern and impartial.
Hecate – Goddess of magic, crossroads, ghosts, and
witchcraft. She was a chthonic deity and a guide in
darkness.
Helios – Titan god of the sun who drove his chariot across
the sky each day.
Hephaestus – God of fire, metalworking, sculpture, and
craftsmanship. He was the divine blacksmith.
Hera – Queen of the gods, goddess of marriage, women,
and family. She was Zeus’s wife and often vengeful towards
his lovers.
Heracles – A divine hero and demigod, later deified. He
was known for his incredible strength and twelve labors.
Hermes – Messenger god, patron of travelers, thieves,
merchants, and orators. He also guided souls to the
underworld.
Hestia – Goddess of the hearth, home, and domestic life.

She was one of the original Olympians but gave her seat to
Dionysus.
Hypnos – God of sleep. He lived in a cave where the river
Lethe flowed, and he could put gods and mortals to sleep.

I – Iris to Iapetus
Iris – Goddess of the rainbow and messenger of the gods.
She served Hera and linked the mortal world to Olympus.
Iapetus – Titan god of mortality and craftsmanship. He was
the father of Prometheus, Epimetheus, and Atlas.

J – No Greek deities start
with J; the Latinized name
for Zeus is Jupiter, but that
is Roman.
K – Kratos to Kronos (see
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Cronus)
Kratos – Personification of strength and power, a son of
the Titan Pallas and Styx. He was a servant of Zeus.

L – Leto to Lyssa
Leto – Titan goddess of motherhood, modesty, and unseen
light. She was the mother of Artemis and Apollo.
Lyssa – Goddess of mad rage and frenzy. She personified
the uncontrollable fury that could seize humans and
animals.

M – Maia to Mnemosyne
Maia – One of the Pleiades, a nymph and mother of
Hermes by Zeus. She was associated with growth and
nurture.
Melpomene – Muse of tragedy. She was one of the nine
Muses, daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne.
Mnemosyne – Titan goddess of memory and the mother of
the Muses. She gave names to all things.

N – Nemesis to Nyx
Nemesis – Goddess of retribution and divine justice. She
punished hubris and arrogance.
Nike – Goddess of victory. She was often depicted with
wings and accompanied Zeus and Athena.
Notus – God of the south wind, associated with summer
storms and heat.
Nyx – Primordial goddess of the night. She was so powerful
that even Zeus feared her.

O – Oceanus to Ouranos
Oceanus – Titan god of the great river Oceanus that
encircled the Earth. He was the father of the Oceanids and
river gods.
Ouranos – Primordial god of the sky. He was the father of
the Titans and was overthrown by Cronus.

P – Pan to Poseidon
Pan – God of the wild, shepherds, flocks, and rustic music.
He was half-man, half-goat.
Persephone – Goddess of spring vegetation and queen of
the underworld. She was the daughter of Demeter and
Zeus.
Pheme – Goddess of rumor, fame, and gossip. She was a
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messenger who spread news both true and false.
Prometheus – Titan god of forethought and trickery. He
created humans and stole fire from Olympus for them,
earning Zeus’s wrath.
Poseidon – God of the sea, earthquakes, storms, and
horses. He was one of the three major sons of Cronus.

Q – No major Greek gods
begin with Q. Quirinus is
Roman.
R – Rhea to Rhadamanthus

Rhea – Titan goddess of fertility, motherhood, and the
mountains. She was the wife of Cronus and mother of the
Olympians.
Rhadamanthus – A wise judge of the dead in the
underworld, son of Zeus and Europa.

S – Selene to Styx
Selene – Titan goddess of the moon. She drove a silver
chariot across the night sky.
Styx – Oceanid goddess of the river Styx, the boundary

between Earth and the underworld. Oaths sworn by her
were unbreakable.

T – Tartarus to Tyche
Tartarus – Primordial god of the abyss and the deepest pit
of the underworld. He was also a prison for the Titans.
Thanatos – God of non-violent death. He was the twin
brother of Hypnos.
Tyche – Goddess of fortune, luck, and prosperity. She was
often depicted with a cornucopia and a ship’s wheel.

U – Uranus (see Ouranos)
V – No Greek gods start
with V; Victoria is Roman
(Nike).
W – No major Greek gods
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start with W. However, the
wind gods (Anemoi) are

sometimes mentioned.
X – Xenios (Zeus as
protector of strangers) is an
epithet.
Y – No Greek gods start
with Y.

Z – Zephyrus to Zeus
Zephyrus – God of the west wind, associated with gentle
breezes and spring.
Zeus – King of the gods, ruler of Mount Olympus, god of
the sky, lightning, thunder, law, order, and justice. He was
the supreme deity.

LESSER-KNOWN GODS AND SPIRITS

Greek mythology also includes countless minor deities, nymphs,
satyrs, and daimones that fill the gaps between major figures. For
the sake of completeness, here are additional names that are
often included in a full alphabetical list of Greek divine beings:

Achelous – River god, eldest of the Oceanids.
Adrasteia – A nymph who nursed infant Zeus and a
goddess of inevitability.
Amphitrite – Sea goddess, wife of Poseidon.
Ananke – Primordial goddess of necessity and compulsion.
Arete – Goddess of virtue and excellence.
Bia – Personification of force and power, daughter of Pallas
and Styx.


