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INTRODUCTION: THE HEART OF
ENTERTAINMENT IN TRURO

Nestled  in  the  vibrant  town  of  Truro,
Nova  Scot ia,  the  Truro  Empire
Theatres stand as a cherished landmark
and a beacon of cultural entertainment.
For  decades,  this  historic  venue  has
been more than just a place to watch
movies;  it  is  a  gathering space where
community  memories  are  made,  from
first  dates  to  family  outings.  Whether
you are a long-time resident or a visitor
exploring  the  Maritimes,  a  trip  to  the
Empire  Theatre  offers  a  unique blend of
nostalgia  and  modern  comfort.  In  this
article,  we  will  journey  through  its
storied  past,  admire  its  architectural
charm, and explore how it continues to
thrive as a pillar of Truro’s arts scene.

THE RICH HISTORY OF TRURO
EMPIRE THEATRES

From Vaudeville
to Cinema: The
Early Years
The  Truro  Empire  Theatres  first
opened  its  doors  in  the  early  20th
century,  originally  conceived  as  a
vaudeville  house  and  movie  palace.  It
was  designed  by  renowned  architect
John W. Stevens, whose vision brought
an elegant, Beaux-Arts style to the small

town.  The  theatre  quickly  became  a
social  hub,  hosting  live  performances,
silent films, and later “talkies.” During its
heyday, the Empire was one of the most
modern  cinemas  in  the  Maritimes,
featuring  state-of-the-art  projection
equipment and a spacious balcony that
could seat hundreds.
Over  the  decades ,  the  theat re
weathered  economic  downturns  and
changing  entertainment  trends.  It
survived World War II blackouts, the rise
of television, and the multiplex boom of
the 1980s. Each era left its mark, but the
Empire  Theatre  Truro  remained
steadfast,  adapting  without  losing  its
historic soul.

Preservation and
Restoration
Milestones
By the 1990s, the building showed signs
of  age.  A  dedicated  group  of  local
preservationists and theatre enthusiasts
formed the Empire Theatre Society to
save  it  from  demolition.  Their  efforts
culminated in a major restoration project
in  the  early  2000s.  Original  ornate
plasterwork was painstakingly repaired,
the marquee was restored to its  neon
glory, and modern heating, cooling, and
sound systems were discreetly installed.
The result  is  a seamless blend of  old-
world charm and 21st-century comfort.
Today, the Truro Empire Theatres are
recognized as a municipally designated
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heritage property, drawing visitors who
appreciate  both  film  history  and
architectural  beauty.

ARCHITECTURE THAT TELLS A
STORY

Exterior
Grandeur
Approaching  the  Truro  Empire
Theatres, you are greeted by a striking
façade of red brick and terracotta. The
iconic vertical sign, spelling “EMPIRE” in
glowing letters,  is  a  beacon on Prince
Street.  The marquee,  with  its  vintage-
style  lettering,  announces  current
showtimes  and  special  events.  Above
the  entrance,  decorative  stonework
features  theatrical  masks  and  floral
motifs,  hinting  at  the  artistry  within.

Interior
Splendors
Step inside, and the magic deepens. The
lobby retains its original terrazzo flooring
and  a  beautiful  box  office  window
framed  in  mahogany.  The  main
auditorium,  with  a  seating  capacity  of
approximately  500,  features  a  gently
sloping floor and a balcony that offers an
intimate view of  the screen. The walls
are adorned with Art Deco-style sconces
and  acoustic  panels  that  double  as
artwork. The ceiling is a masterpiece of
pressed  tin,  painted  in  deep  red  and
gold.  Every  detail,  from  the  velvet
curtains to the brass railings, whispers of
a bygone era when going to the movies
was a special event.

Modern
Upgrades,
Historic Heart
In recent years, the theatre underwent a
digital  transformation.  The  original
35mm  projectors  were  replaced  with
state-of - the-art  d ig i ta l  c inema
equipment, allowing the Truro Empire
Theatres  to  sc reen  the  la tes t
blockbusters  and  independent  films  in
crystal-clear 4K resolution. New seating
was installed for enhanced comfort, and
the  sound  system  was  upgraded  to
Dolby  Atmos.  Yet  these  improvements
were carefully integrated to preserve the
historic ambiance. The theatre union of
past  and  present  is  a  testament  to
thoughtful stewardship.

PROGRAMMING: SOMETHING FOR
EVERYONE

Mainstream
Movies and
Blockbusters
The  Truro  Empire  Theatres  pride
themselves on offering a diverse lineup.
You  can  catch  the  latest  Hollywood
releases,  from  superhero  epics  to
animated  family  films.  The  theatre
schedules  multiple  showtimes  daily,
making  it  a  convenient  entertainment
option  for  Truro  residents.  Special
opening-night  events  and  themed
screenings (like retro nights) add extra
excitement.
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Independent and
Art-House Films
Beyond the mainstream, the Empire is a
champion  of  independent  cinema.  It
regularly  features  Canadian  films,
documentaries,  and  foreign-language
gems that might not otherwise screen in
a small city. For film buffs, the theatre’s
Indie Nights series and annual Empire
Film  Festival  celebrate  creative
storytelling.  These  events  foster  a
deeper  appreciation  for  the  art  of
filmmaking  and  often  include  Q&A
sessions  with  directors  or  local  actors.

Live
Performances
and Community
Events
The venue is not limited to movies. The
stage  hosts  live  theatre  productions,
stand-up  comedy,  concerts,  and  local
dance  recitals.  The  Truro  Empire
Theatres  also  serve  as  a  venue  for
corporate events, birthday parties,  and
charity  galas.  Additionally,  the  theatre
partners  with  schools  and  non-profits  to
offer  educational  screenings  and
fundraisers. This versatility ensures the
space remains active nearly every night
of the week.

Family Matinees – discounted
weekend shows for children and
families.
Throwback Thursdays – classic
films at a nostalgic price.
Open Mic Nights – a platform for

local musicians and comedians.
Film Studies Seminars – in
collaboration with local colleges.

Accessibility and
Inclusivity
Understanding the diverse needs of its
audience, the Truro Empire Theatres
offer  wheelchair-accessible  seating,
assistive listening devices, and sensory-
friendly  screenings  for  individuals  with
autism  or  sensory  sensitivities.  Audio
description  and  closed  captioning  are
available for select shows. The theatre is
committed  to  ensuring  that  everyone
can enjoy the magic of cinema.

THE EMPIRE’S ROLE IN THE
COMMUNITY

Economic Impact
and Tourism
As  one  of  Truro’s  oldest  continuously
operating  businesses,  the  Empire
Theatre  Truro  is  a  significant
contributor  to  the  local  economy.  It
attracts visitors from across Nova Scotia
and beyond, who often dine at nearby
restaurants  or  shop  at  downtown
boutiques before or  after  a  show.  The
theatre  also  creates  jobs  for  local  staff,
from  projectionists  to  concession
workers.  During  the  annual  Truro
Holiday Parade, the Empire serves as a
landmark meeting point,  reinforcing its
place as a community anchor.
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Cultural and
Educational

Programming
The theatre’s educational initiatives are
noteworthy.  Through  partnerships  with
the  Truro  Arts  Council  and  Nova
S c o t i a ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Communities, Culture, and Heritage,
the  Empire  offers  workshops  on
filmmaking,  acting,  and  theatre
production. Students from local schools
regularly attend field trips to learn about
film  history  and  the  science  of
projection.  The  theatre  also  hosts  a
youth  film  competition  each  spring,
encouraging young creatives to tell their
stories.

Volunteer and
Membership
Opportunities
The theatre couldn’t operate without its
passionate volunteers.  The Friends of
the Empire program allows community
members  to  assist  with  ushering,
concessions, and event coordination. In
return, volunteers enjoy free screenings
and exclusive behind-the-scenes tours. A
patron membership program offers perks
like discounted tickets, advance booking,
and  invitations  to  special  preview
events.  This sense of  ownership keeps
the community deeply connected to the
theatre.

Become a member – annual fees1.
support operations and
preservation.

Volunteer your time – flexible2.
shifts available.
Sponsor a screening –3.
businesses can support free
community shows.
Donate to the restoration fund4.
– contributions are tax-deductible.

PLANNING YOUR VISIT TO TRURO
EMPIRE THEATRES

Location and
Hours
The  Truro  Empire  Theatres  are
located at 174 Prince Street, Truro,
NS ,  in  the  heart  of  the  downtown
district. The building is easily accessible
by car, with nearby street parking and a
public lot behind the theatre. For those
using public transit, the Truro Transit
bus  stops  within  a  two-minute  walk.
Showtimes typically  begin  in  the early
afternoon  and  continue  through  the
evening,  with  matinees  on  weekends.
Check  the  official  website  for  current
schedules  and  holiday  hours.

Ticketing and
Concessions
Tickets  can  be  purchased  online  in
advance  or  at  the  box  office.  Prices  are
competitive, with discounts for seniors,
students,  and children.  The concession
stand  offers  classic  movie  snacks:
popcorn, nachos, candy, and soft drinks,
plus local treats like Humpty Dumpty
chips  and  Big  Stop  coffee.  Special
combo  deals  make  it  affordable  for
families. The theatre also has a licensed
bar serving Nova Scotia craft beer and
wine, perfect for adult evening outings.
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Tips for a Great
Experience

Arrive 15–20 minutes early to
find parking and settle in.
Check the website for special
event nights like trivia before the
movie.
Dress in layers – the auditorium
can be cool in summer and cozy in
winter.
Join the Empire email list for
exclusive discount codes.
Follow @TruroEmpireTheatres
on social media for last-minute
updates.

LOOKING AHEAD: THE FUTURE OF
TRURO EMPIRE THEATRES

The  dedicated  board  and  staff  of  the
Truro  Empire  Theatres  are  already
planning for the next chapter. Upcoming
initiatives include a campaign to restore
the  original  balcony  handrails,  an
expansion  of  the  green  room  for  live
performers,  and  the  introduction  of  a
“Movies and Music” series that pairs
silent  films  with  live  organ
accompaniment.  There  is  also  talk  of

creating a small  museum space within
the  lobby,  showcasing  old  projectors,
vintage posters,  and photographs from
the theatre’s century-long history. These
projects will require community support,
but if the past is any guide, the people of
Truro  will  rally  to  keep  their  beloved
theatre shining.

CONCLUSION

The  Truro  Empire  Theatres  are  far
more than a movie house;  they are a
l iving  monument  to  the  power  of
community, the joy of storytelling, and
the  beauty  of  architectural  heritage.
From  its  early  days  as  a  vaudeville
palace to its current role as a modern
cinema  and  performance  venue,  the
Empire has adapted while staying true to
its  roots.  It  offers  a  welcoming  space
where  neighbors  meet,  families  laugh,
and imaginations soar. Whether you are
catching the latest blockbuster, enjoying
a live concert, or simply soaking in the
historic ambiance, a visit to the Empire
Theatre  Truro  promises  an  experience
that  lingers  long after  the credits  roll.
Next time you are in Nova Scotia, make
sure  to  schedule  a  stop  in  Truro  and
discover  why this  theatre  remains  the
heart of the community.


