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UNLOCKING THE GRID: A DEEP
DIVE INTO THE NEW YORK TIMES
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BOOK 2019

For millions of solvers, the daily ritual of
tackling the New York Times
Crossword Puzzle is a cherished
mental workout. The puzzles are more
than just boxes and clues; they are a
cultural touchstone, a test of vocabulary,
and a celebration of wordplay. Among
the many collections published over the
years, the New York Times Crossword
Puzzle Book 2019 holds a special
place. It captures a year of expertly
crafted puzzles at a time when the art of
the crossword was evolving—embracing
modern language, pop culture, and a
more diverse set of constructors.
Whether you are a seasoned solver
looking to refine your skills or a
newcomer eager to dive into the depths
of the grid, this volume offers a
rewarding journey through 100 puzzles
that represent the very best of the
Times tradition.

In this article, we’ll explore what makes
the 2019 edition stand out, break down
its contents, discuss the editorial magic
of Will Shortz, and provide tips for
getting the most out of this exceptional
puzzle book. We'll also touch on why a
physical crossword book remains a
beloved choice in the digital age.

What Is the New
York Times

Crossword Puzzle
Book 20197

Published by St. Martin’s Griffin, the
New York Times Crossword Puzzle
Book 2019 is a paperback collection
featuring 100 puzzles that originally
appeared in the newspaper during that
year. The puzzles are selected and
edited by Will Shortz, the legendary
crossword editor who has been at the
helm since 1993. Each puzzle in the
book is presented in the standard 15x15
grid format, complete with all the fresh
clues and clever themes that fans have
come to expect.

The 2019 book is part of an annual
series that allows solvers to revisit a
specific year in puzzles. It offers a mix of
weekday difficulty levels—from the
easier Monday and Tuesday puzzles to
the more challenging Wednesday
through Friday grids, and often includes
a Saturday stumper. This variety makes
the book suitable for solvers of all skill
levels, from beginners building
confidence to experts looking for a true
test.
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The Editorial

Unique?

TOUCh: Why V\l\jllili every annual collection has its

Shortz Matters

No discussion of a New York Times
crossword collection is complete
without acknowledging the influence of
its editor. Will Shortz is not just a
curator; he is a craftsman who ensures
every puzzle meets the highest
standards of fairness, wit, and linguistic
elegance. For the New York Times
Crossword Puzzle Book 2019, Shortz
selected puzzles that reflect the evolving
language of the era. You will find clues
referencing streaming services, social
media, and contemporary figures
alongside traditional literary and
historical references. This balance
between modern and classic is what
keeps the crossword relevant and
engaging.

Shortz’'s philosophy emphasizes
"fairness"—meaning that every clue has
a logical pathway to the answer, even if
it requires a creative leap. The 2019
collection is a testament to that
philosophy, with fewer obscure
references and more "aha" moments
that reward lateral thinking. As a result,
the book feels less like a test and more
like a conversation with a witty,
intelligent friend.

What Makes the
2019 Edition

s, the 2019 edition stands out for
several reasons:

A turning point in crossword
culture: 2019 saw a notable
increase in puzzles constructed by
women and people of color,
reflecting a broader push for
diversity in the puzzle world. Many
of these constructors brought
fresh perspectives and new types
of wordplay.

e Pop culture references at their
peak: From "Stranger Things" to
"Black Panther," the clues in this
book capture a moment in pop
culture history. Solvers will find
themselves reminiscing about the
movies, music, and memes that
defined the late 2010s.

* Innovative themes: The 2019
puzzles include some of the most
creative themes in recent
memory—ranging from rebus
squares (where a single cell
contains more than one letter) to
meta-puzzles that require outside-
the-grid thinking.

e A clean, print-friendly design:
The book itself is well laid out, with
generous spacing and a large grid
on each page. This makes it easy
on the eyes, even after hours of
solving.

Inside the Book:
Types of Puzzles
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You'll Find

The New York Times Crossword
Puzzle Book 2019 contains exactly 100
puzzles, arranged approximately in order
of difficulty. Here is a breakdown of what
you can expect:

MonDAY AND TuesDAY (EAsy TO
MODERATE)

These are the perfect warm-up puzzles.
The clues are straightforward, often
using synonyms or common phrases.
The themes are simple and
gimmicky—like a group of related words
that share a common prefix. These
puzzles help you build momentum and
are ideal for beginners or for a quick
mental stretch during a coffee break.

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY
(MODERATE TO CHALLENGING)

Midweek puzzles introduce more
wordplay, puns, and trick clues. On
Wednesdays, you might encounter
"cryptic" style hints that require you to
think of a word that fits both a literal and
a figurative meaning. Thursdays often
feature rebus puzzles or other special
grid constraints, making them a favorite
among experienced solvers. The 2019
book includes several memorable
Thursday puzzles that reward
persistence.

FRiDAY AND SATURDAY (HARD)

These are the toughest puzzles in the
book. The vocabulary is advanced, the
themes are subtle, and the clues are
designed to mislead. Saturday puzzles in
particular have a reputation for being
devilish, with long answers that test your
knowledge of everything from obscure

geography to niche science terms. The
2019 Saturday puzzles are known for
their cleverness and will challenge even
the most seasoned pros.

SUNDAY PuzzLEs (JumBO SizE)

While the New York Times Crossword
Puzzle Book 2019 primarily features
the daily 15x15 grids, some editions also
include a selection of Sunday-sized
puzzles (21x21). These are larger and
often have a more elaborate theme, with
more entries and longer answers.
Sundays are considered "hard" in the
sense of size, but the clues are typically
at a Thursday level of difficulty—fun for a
lazy weekend session.

Tips for Solving
the Puzzles in
the 2019 Book

Whether you are new to crosswords or a
veteran, these techniques can help you
get the most out of this collection:

1. Start with the easy days. If you
are unfamiliar with the New York
Times style, begin with the
Monday and Tuesday puzzles.
They will teach you common
crossword words (like "oreo,"
"elite," "era," "ale") and help you
recognize the editor’s clue
conventions.

2. Read all clues first. By scanning
the entire list of clues, you can
identify which answers you already
know quickly. This builds a
foundation of crossings that make
harder words easier to deduce.

3. Use a pencil or erasable pen.
The 2019 puzzles contain many



tricky entries. Being able to erase
mistakes is essential—especially
for the Friday and Saturday grids,
where a single wrong letter can
throw off an entire corner.

4. Learn common crosswordese.
Words like "epee," "olio," "anent,"
and "etui" appear frequently in
New York Times puzzles. The
2019 book has a fair share of
these, and recognizing them will
speed up your solving time.

5. Don’t be afraid to peek at the
answers. The book includes a full
answer key in the back. Use it
sparingly—only after you’ve spent
a reasonable time struggling—to
learn new words and clue patterns.

6. Solve with a friend. Crosswords
are social puzzles. The 2019
collection is great for sharing with
a partner or a group, as the variety
of difficulty means everyone can
contribute.

Why Choose a
Print Puzzle Book
in the Digital
Age?

With countless crossword apps and
websites available, some might wonder
why anyone would buy a physical book
like the New York Times Crossword
Puzzle Book 2019. The answer lies in
the experience. There is something
deeply satisfying about turning physical
pages, using a pencil to fill in the grid,
and feeling the paper under your fingers.
Print puzzles offer a break from
screens—a chance to disconnect and

focus on a single task without
notifications or distractions.

Moreover, a book provides a curated
collection. When you solve online, you
are often greeted with the puzzle of the
day, but a book like this lets you choose
your own adventure. You can skip ahead
to a Sunday puzzle, or revisit a Monday
puzzle again later. The tactile feedback
and the sense of accomplishment as you
flip through completed pages are
unmatched by any app.

For collectors, the 2019 edition also has
nostalgic value. It captures a specific
year in time—the language, the events,
the cultural moments that are now
history. Solving it years later can feel
like opening a time capsule, reminding
you of the books, movies, and news that
once dominated the conversation.

Final Thoughts
on the 2019
Collection

The New York Times Crossword
Puzzle Book 2019 is more than just a
compilation of puzzles; it is a snapshot of
a vibrant year in the world of wordplay.
Under Will Shortz’s expert guidance, the
puzzles challenge, educate, and
entertain. Whether you are looking to
improve your solving skills, relax with a
rewarding hobby, or simply enjoy the
cleverness of the New York Times
crossword, this book delivers on all
fronts.

So grab a pencil, find a quiet corner, and
open the New York Times Crossword
Puzzle Book 2019. The grid
awaits—with every crossing, every clue,
and every "aha" moment ready to be
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discovered.



