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RESTORING A
CLASSIC: THE
ESSENTIAL GUIDE
TO CHEVELLE RPM
REPRODUCTION
PARTS

There is something
undeniably special
about the Chevrolet
Chevelle. Whether it is
the raw aggression of a
1970 SS 454 or the
clean lines of a 1969
Malibu, the Chevelle
remains one of the
most beloved muscle
cars in American
automotive history. For
decades, enthusiasts

have poured their
passion, time, and
budget into bringing
these iconic machines
back to their former
glory. However,
anyone who has
tackled a full
restoration knows that
the journey is fraught
with a specific
challenge: finding parts
that fit right, look
correct, and last. This
is where the
conversation inevitably
turns to Chevelle
Rpm Reproduction
Parts. For the
uninitiated, RPM stands
for Restoration Parts
and Materials, a brand
that has become
synonymous with high-


https://old.setefer.com/

quality, accurate
reproductions for
classic Chevelles. This
guide will dive deep
into what makes these
parts a cornerstone of
the restoration
community, how they
compare to other
options, and why they
might be the key to
your next project.

WHAT ARE
CHEVELLE RPM
REPRODUCTION
PARTS?

To understand the
value of RPM, one must
first understand the
restoration parts
ecosystem. When a
classic car is restored,
owners often face a
trilemma: use
expensive, hard-to-find
original equipment
manufacturer (OEM)
parts; gamble with

middle ground.
Chevelle Rpm
Reproduction Parts
represent that middle
ground, but with a
significant emphasis on
quality control and
historical accuracy.
RPM is not just another
generic brand
stamping out floor
pans; it is a specialized
manufacturer that
focuses on recreating
parts using the original
GM blueprints and
tooling  specifications
whenever possible.

The RPM brand focuses
heavily on sheet metal,
trim, and structural
components. Unlike
some reproduction
parts that require
significant modification
to fit, RPM parts are
engineered to bolt in
with minimal fuss. This
precision saves

cheap, ill-fitting restorers hours of
generic aftermarket frustration and
parts; or find a reliable bodywork. From
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quarter panels and
rocker panels to floor
pans and trunk
extensions, the RPM
catalog covers the
most rust-prone and
often-missing sections
of a Chevelle body. For
a community that
values originality and
structural integrity,
having access to this
level of quality is a
game-changer.

The
Philosoph
y Behind
RPM
Manufact
uring

RPM does not just
guess at dimensions.
The company invests

heavily in research and
development. They
acquire NOS (New Old
Stock) parts to scan
and replicate. They
also work closely with
restoration experts to
ensure that every
stamping, every hole,
and every contour
matches the factory
specifications. This
commitment to fidelity
is why Chevelle Rpm
Reproduction Parts
are often the first
choice for high-end,
concours-level

restorations. You are
not just buying a piece
of metal; you are
buying a piece of
history that has been

re-engineered for
modern reliability
without sacrificing
authenticity.

WHY QUALITY

MATTERS: THE
RPM ADVANTAGE



IN RESTORATION

The phrase "you get
what you pay for" is
nowhere more true
than in the classic car
parts industry. When
you purchase a cheap
reproduction quarter
panel, you might save

$200 upfront.
However, the time
spent  filling  gaps,

reforming curves, and
fighting with alignment
can quickly cost you
thousands in labor.
This is the primary
reason why
experienced builders
turn to Chevelle Rpm
Reproduction Parts.

Fitment
and

Finish

RPM parts are known

for their "meat." In the
sheet metal world, this

means they have
thicker gauge steel
that resists distortion
during welding. They
also feature accurate
stampings for things
like door gaps and
fender contours. A
poorly fitting panel can
ruin the aesthetics of
an entire car, causing
gaps that are uneven
or doors that do not
close properly. RPM

minimizes these
issues, offering parts
that fit like the

originals. This is crucial
for structural pieces
like the radiator core
support or the rear tail
panel, where proper
alignment affects the
fit of the bumper,
grille, or taillights.

Corrosion
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Resistanc
e

Many reproduction
parts from lesser
manufacturers are

stamped from thin
steel and arrive with
flash  rust already
forming. RPM takes
extra steps to coat and
prepare their parts,
often using E-coating
or zinc plating on
specific  components.
This provides a base
layer of protection
against the elements,
which is vital if you are
storing a project for an
extended period.
Investing in Chevelle
Rpm Reproduction
Parts for your floor
pans and trunk floor
means investing in the
long-term structural
health of your vehicle.

Consisten
cy Across
Productio
n Runs

Another frustration
with generic parts is
inconsistency. One
batch of fenders might
be acceptable, while
the next batch is
completely unusable.
RPM maintains strict
quality control
standards. While no
reproduction part is
ever 100%
perfect—the original
GM dies are long
gone—RPM strives for
consistency. When you
order a left and right
rocker panel from RPM,
you can be confident
they will match each
other in profile and
dimension. This



consistency is
invaluable when
working on both sides
of a car
simultaneously.

ESSENTIAL RPM
COMPONENTS FOR
YOUR CHEVELLE

If you are planning a
restoration, it helps to
know which Chevelle
Rpm Reproduction
Parts are most critical.
While the catalog is
extensive, certain
items are almost
always needed due to
age and rust. Below is
a breakdown of the
most common
components restorers
seek.

Body
Shell and

Floor
Pans

The floor pan is the
foundation of any
Chevelle. Over
decades, moisture
trapped by carpet and
insulation turns the
floor into Swiss cheese.
RPM offers full floor
pans, half pans, and
individual sections for
the front and rear.
They also offer the
critically important toe
boards and kick panels,
which are often
overlooked but are
essential for rust repair
around the pedals and
firewall.

¢ Full Floor Pans:
One-piece
stampings that
replace the
entire front-to-
rear floor
structure.
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e Trunk Floor
Pans:
Specifically
contoured to
match the
Chevrolet
Chevelle trunk
profile, including
the spare tire
well.

e Drop Offs:
These are the
lower rear
quarter
extensions that
connect the
quarter panel to
the outer
wheelhouse. RPM
drop offs are
known for their
accurate
contours.

Quarter
Panels

and
Fenders

Rust loves the lower
rear quarters of a
Chevelle. RPM
produces both full
quarter panels and skin
panels. Full quarters
are ideal for frame-off
restorations where you
want a seamless look.
Skin panels are better
for those who want to
save the original top
section of the quarter
and just replace the
rusted bottom. RPM
fenders are also highly
sought after, especially
for the 1968-1972
model years, where
these parts are prone
to cracking and rusting
at the lower rear
section.



Radiator
Core

Suppolf

and
Brackets

Radiator core supports
take a beating. They
hold the weight of the
radiator, support the
hood latch, and are
exposed to all the road
debris coming through
the grille. Over time,
they rot out. RPM offers
fully assembled core
supports with all the
necessary mounting
holes pre-drilled. This
is a "bolt-in" solution
that saves a
tremendous amount of
time compared to
repairing an old, pitted
support.

Hardware
and Trim

RPM is famous
eet metal, they
also produce a range of
small but vital parts.
This includes bumper
brackets, door hinge
pins, and bushing kits.
Using the correct
hardware is the
difference between a
restoration that feels
tight and one that
rattles. Chevelle Rpm
Reproduction Parts
for the small items
ensure your doors align
correctly and your
bumpers  sit  flush
against the body.

INSTALLATION
TIPS FOR OPTIMAL
RESULTS

Having the right parts
is only half the battle.
Proper installation is
key to a successful
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restoration. If you are
working with Chevelle
Rpm Reproduction
Parts, here are some
professional tips to
ensure a seamless fit.

Dry Fit
Everythin
g First

Before you weld a
single seam or apply
any adhesive, take the
time to loosely bolt or
clamp every panel into
place. This is known as
a dry fit. Check the gap
around the doors.
Check the alignment of
the fender to the hood.
RPM parts are
accurate, but every
classic car has been
driven for 50 years,
and the chassis may
have slight tweaks. A
dry fit allows you to
see where adjustments

are needed. You can
use shims or gently
tweak a panel before it
is permanently
attached.

Use the

Correct

Welding

Techniqu
e

When welding in floor
pans or quarter panels,
avoid large continuous
beads of weld that can
warp the thin metal.
Instead, use a series of
tack welds. Space
them out across the
seam and let the metal
cool between welds.
This minimizes heat
distortion. For panels
like the quarter skins,
consider using a flange
tool to create a pinch



weld, which provides a
smooth surface for
filler and reduces the
risk of burn-through.

Seam
Sealing
and
Priming
Once your Chevelle
Rpm Reproduction
Parts are welded in
place, do not skip the
seam sealer. Use a
high-quality
automotive seam
sealer on all joints to
prevent water ingress
and future rust. After
sealing, apply a quality
epoxy primer to all
bare metal surfaces.
RPM parts often come
with a thin coat of
shipping primer, which

is not designed for
long-term protection.
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Grind it off at the weld
points and re-coat
everything thoroughly.

WHERE TO SOURCE
YOUR RPM PARTS

Finding genuine
Chevelle Rpm
Reproduction Parts
requires a bit of
diligence. Because the
brand is reputable,
there are counterfeit or
gray-market sellers out
there. Always buy from
established dealers
who specialize in
Chevelle restoration.
Companies like Original
Parts Group (OPG),
Eckler's, and Summit
Racing are authorized
retailers. Alternatively,
you can check with
specialty Chevelle-only
parts vendors who
source directly from
RPM.

When shopping online,
look for the RPM logo
on the product page. If
the price seems too
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good to be true, be
cautious. A "bargain"
panel sold as RPM
might actually be a
lower-tier import being
misrepresented.
Investing in the real
thing ensures you get
the fit and durability
that the brand is
known for. Also,
consider joining
Chevelle-specific
forums. Community
members often share
leads on sales,
discounts, and best
practices for ordering
Chevelle Rpm
Reproduction Parts.

COMPARING RPM
TO OTHER BRANDS

It is worthwhile to
understand how RPM
stacks up against the
competition.
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RPM vs.

Goodmar
k

Goodmark is another
major player in the
reproduction market.
While Goodmark parts
are generally good,
many restorers feel
that RPM offers
superior metal
thickness and more
accurate stampings,
particularly for
complex curves like
the Chevelle quarter
panel. RPM tends to be
the premium choice,
while Goodmark is
often a more budget-
friendly alternative
that still offers decent
quality.



RPM vs.
NOS

NOS (New Old Stock)
parts are the holy grail,
but they are incredibly
rare and expensive. A
NOS fender might cost
four times as much as
an RPM reproduction.
Furthermore, NOS
parts have been sitting
on shelves for 50 years
and can have minor
corrosion or warpage.
RPM parts are brand
new, properly stored,
and ready to use. For
most enthusiasts, RPM
offers the best balance
of authenticity and
practicality.

RPM vs.
Cheap
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Imports

There is a significant
performance gap
between RPM and
generic import parts.
Cheap parts often have
thin steel, incorrect
alignment holes, and
stamping lines that are
in the wrong place.
Installing them is a
headache. Chevelle
Rpm Reproduction
Parts are designed to
minimize that labor. In
a professional shop,
labor costs can eat up
any savings from
cheap parts within
hours. RPM saves you
time, and time is
money.

THE FUTURE OF
CHEVELLE
RESTORATION
WITH RPM

The market for classic
cars shows no signs of
cooling down. As the
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supply of rust-free,
original Chevelle shells
diminishes, the
demand for high-
quality reproduction
parts will only grow.
RPM is continuously
expanding its catalog.
In recent years, they
have introduced parts
for less common
models, such as the El
Camino and the

13

Laguna, which share
DNA with the Chevelle.
This is great news for
the broader GM A-body
community.

Furthermore, RPM is
beginning to explore
more interior and trim
components, though
sheet metal remains
their flagship. As 3D
scanning and



