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INTRODUCTION: H.G. WELLS AND
THE DAWN OF SCIENCE FICTION

H.G. Wells is often called the father of
science fiction, and for good reason. Two
of his most enduring novels, The Time
Machine  (1895) and The War of the
Worlds (1898), revolutionized the genre
by  using  speculative  elements  to
examine real-world social, political, and
scientific  issues.  For  students,  book
clubs, and curious readers, a deep dive
into  these  works  often  begins  with  a
reliable study guide. This article provides
a  comprehensive  Sparknotes-style
analysis of both novels, exploring their
plots,  characters,  themes,  and  lasting
significance.  Whether  you  are  preparing
fo r  an  exam  o r  s imp ly  wan t  t o
understand  why  these  stories  remain
relevant, this overview will serve as your
literary companion. When you search for
"The Time Machine and The War of
the  Worlds  Sparknotes",  you  are
l o o k i n g  f o r  c l e a r ,  s t r u c t u r e d
insights—and that  is  exactly  what  you
will find here.

THE TIME MACHINE
SPARKNOTES: PLOT,
CHARACTERS, AND CORE THEMES

Plot Summary in
Brief
The  Time  Machine  follows  a  late-
Victorian scientist and inventor, referred
to only as the Time Traveller. He builds a
machine  capable  of  traveling  through
the  fourth  dimension—time.  After
demonstrating  a  small  model  to  his
dinner  guests,  he  journeys  forward  to
the  year  802,701  AD.  There,  he
discovers  a  seemingly  peaceful  world
inhabited  by  the  gentle,  childlike  Eloi.
They  live  in  a  pastoral  society  with
ample  food  and  no  apparent  work.
However, the Time Traveller soon learns
that the Eloi are not the only inhabitants.
Beneath the surface live the Morlocks, a
troglodyte  species  that  emerges  at
night. The Morlocks are the descendants
of the working class, now adapted to the
dark  underground  world.  They  literally
feed on the Eloi, who have become prey.
The  Time  Traveller  must  retrieve  his
time machine from a locked pedestal in
a Morlock lair, escape, and continue his
journey  into  the  far  future,  where  he
witnesses the dying embers of Earth. He
returns to his own time, shares his story,
and then disappears on another journey,
never to return.
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Key Characters
The Time Traveller: An unnamed
inventor and narrator of the tale
within the frame story. He is
curious, rational, and brave, yet
his Victorian assumptions about
progress are shattered.
Weena: An Eloi woman whom the
Time Traveller befriends and tries
to rescue. She represents
innocence and vulnerability.
The Morlocks: Not individual
characters but a collective
antagonist. They symbolize the
dark side of class division and
technological exploitation.
The Medical Man, the
Psychologist, the Editor, and
others: The dinner guests who
provide a skeptical Victorian
audience for the Time Traveller's
story.

Major Themes in
The Time
Machine
CLASS STRUGGLE AND SOCIAL
DARWINISM

The novel is a direct critique of Victorian
England's  rigid  class  system.  Wells
extrapolates  the  division  between  the
wealthy, leisured class (the Eloi) and the
oppressed working class (the Morlocks).
The  Eloi  have  become  beautiful  but
useless,  while  the  Morlocks,  who
maintain the industrial machinery, have
turned  predatory.  This  is  a  chilling
warning:  if  social  inequality  continues

unchecked,  humanity  will  evolve  into
two separate species, with the exploited
eventually  rising  up  against  their
masters.

ENTROPY AND THE HEAT DEATH OF
THE UNIVERSE

The Time Traveller ventures far beyond
the year  802,701 to  a  time when the
Earth is cold and lifeless, with a dim red
sun.  This  reflects  Wells's  understanding
of the second law of thermodynamics. All
things, including civilizations, eventually
decay.  The  novel  suggests  that  no
human achievement is permanent, and
that  progress  is  not  guaranteed—a
radical idea for the optimistic nineteenth
century.

SCIENCE AND MORALITY

The Time Traveller uses science to break
free from temporal  constraints,  yet  he
cannot  change the  tragic  trajectory  of
the  future.  His  invention  grants  him
knowledge but also burdens him with the
horror  of  humanity's  fate.  Wells
questions  whether  scientific
advancement can free us from our own
darker impulses.

THE WAR OF THE WORLDS
SPARKNOTES: PLOT,
CHARACTERS, AND ANALYSIS

Plot Summary in
Brief
The War of the Worlds is one of the
first  and  most  influential  alien  invasion
stories.  Narrated  by  an  unnamed
protagonist  (often  called  the  narrator),
the  novel  begins  with  mysterious
explosions on Mars. Cylinders crash-land



The Time Machine And The War Of The Worlds Sparknotes 3

3

on  Earth,  primarily  in  England  around
London.  From  them  emerge  Martian
tripods—giant walking machines armed
with  heat  rays  and  poisonous  black
smoke.  The  Martians  themselves  are
hideous,  tentacled  beings  with  large
heads  and  no  digestive  systems—they
survive by drinking the blood of  other
creatures,  including  humans.  The
narrator  flees  across  the  English
countryside, encountering chaos, death,
and  the  breakdown  of  society.  He
witnesses  the  Martian  war  machines
destroy  towns,  armies,  and  civilization
itself. After many harrowing adventures,
he returns to London to find the Martians
dead: they have been killed by Earth's
bacteria,  against  which  they  have  no
immunity.  Humanity  is  saved  not  by
military  might  but  by the humblest  of
biological agents.

Key Characters
The Narrator: An intelligent,
observant Everyman. He is a writer
with a scientific mind, which allows
him to document the invasion in
detail.
The Curate: A religious man who
loses his faith and sanity during
the invasion. He represents the
failure of conventional religion in
the face of cosmic horror.
The Artilleryman: A soldier who
initially seems strong but later
reveals delusions of grandeur. He
envisions a new society of
survivors living underground, but
his plans are hollow.
The Martians: Though not
individuals, they are a collective
character: cold, hyper-intelligent,
and utterly alien. They have no
empathy, ethics, or need for

emotion.
Mrs. Elphinstone and Her
Sister-in-Law: Represent the
struggle of ordinary people,
especially women, to survive amid
total disruption.

Major Themes in
The War of the
Worlds
IMPERIALISM AND ITS
CONSEQUENCES

The novel is often read as a reversal of
colonial  conquest.  Just  as  European
powers  invaded  "primitive"  lands  with
superior technology, the Martians invade
Earth  with  even  more  advanced
weaponry. The British find themselves in
the position of  the colonized—helpless,
terrified,  and  facing  extinction.  Wells
forces his Victorian readers to confront
the  moral  implications  of  their  own
imperialism.

DARWINISM AND EVOLUTION

The  Martians  represent  the  ultimate
outcome  of  a  hyper-competit ive
evolutionary path. They have developed
immense  intelligence  and  technology
but have lost all  emotion, compassion,
and physical  strength (they move only
with machines). The novel suggests that
evolution  does  not  guarantee  moral
progress.  In  the  end,  it  is  not  the  fittest
(the  Martians)  who  survive,  but  those
a d a p t e d  t o  E a r t h ' s
environment—including  its  microbes.
This  is  a  twist  on  survival  of  the  fittest:
the  Martians  are  out-evolved  by
bacteria.
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THE FRAGILITY OF CIVILIZATION

Wells  portrays  the  collapse  of  modern
society  in  just  a  few  days.  Railroads,
telegraphs, armies, and government all
disintegrate under the Martian assault.
The narrator experiences total anarchy,
where  strangers  become enemies  and
basic  human  decency  vanishes.  The
novel is a stark reminder that civilization
is a thin veneer over primal chaos.

COMPARISON: THE TIME
MACHINE AND THE WAR OF THE
WORLDS

Common
Threads in
Wells's Vision
Both  novels  share  a  deep  pessimism
about the future and a fascination with
the  mechanisms  of  evolution  and
entropy.  In  The  Time  Machine ,
humanity  has  degenerated  into  two
warring  species.  In  The  War  of  the
Worlds,  humanity  faces  a  superior
adversary  and  survives  only  by  luck.
Neither story offers a heroic victory. Both
works  critique  social  structures:  class
division  in  the  first,  imperialism  in  the
second.  Moreover,  both  feature
nameless  protagonists  who  serve  as
lenses  for  the  reader,  allowing  us  to
experience the strangeness of the future
or the horror of invasion.

Differences in

Narrative and
Tone

Setting: The Time Machine is set
in a distant future Earth; The War
of the Worlds is set in
contemporary Victorian England.
Genre Focus: The Time Machine
is a time-travel story and social
fable; The War of the Worlds is an
alien invasion thriller.
Protagonist Agency: The Time
Traveller is an active explorer and
scientist; the narrator of War of
the Worlds is a survivor on the run,
often helpless.
Optimism vs. Pessimism: The
Time Machine ends with the death
of Earth—ultimate pessimism. The
War of the Worlds ends with
humanity saved, but traumatized,
offering a sliver of hope.

WHY A SPARKNOTES APPROACH
HELPS

Studying  these  two  novels  together  is
common  in  literature  courses  because
they encapsulate Wells's core concerns.
A  Sparknotes-style  breakdown—with
clear  chapter  summaries,  character
analysis,  theme  l ists,  and  quote
explanations—enables  students  to
quickly  grasp  the  text  without  losing
depth. When you search for "The Time
Machine and The War of the Worlds
Sparknotes", you are likely looking for
comparative  analysis.  The  two  books
mirror each other: one looks forward into
time, the other looks outward into space.
Both ask: what will become of humanity?
Both answer with warnings that remain
chillingly relevant in an age of climate
change, artificial intelligence, and global
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inequality.

Key Quotes to
Remember

From The Time Machine: "We
are kept keen on the grindstone of
pain and necessity, and it seems
to me that here is the hateful
grinding of a remorseless
machine." Reflects the
dehumanization of the working
class.
From The War of the Worlds:
"No one would have believed in
the last years of the nineteenth
century that this world was being
watched keenly and closely by
intelligences greater than
man’s…" The iconic opening line
that sets an ominous tone.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING
POWER OF WELLS'S

MASTERPIECES

Whether  you  are  a  student  facing  an
exam, a teacher planning a lesson, or a
lifetime learner revisiting classic  sci-fi,  a
thorough grasp of The Time Machine
and  The  War  of  the  Worlds  i s
essential.  These  novels  are  not  just
enter ta in ing  s to r ies ;  they  a re
philosophical  inquiries  wrapped  in
adrenaline.  By  using  a  Sparknotes-
inspired framework, you can unlock the
layers of meaning Wells embedded over
a  century  ago.  The  Time  Traveller's
journey warns us about social inequality
and entropy; the Martian invasion warns
us about the arrogance of empire and
the fragility of our existence. Combined,
they  form  a  powerful  diptych  that
questions the very idea of "progress." As
you  read  or  reread  these  works,
remember that Wells was not predicting
the future—he was holding a mirror to
his  own  time.  And  the  reflection  is  still
sharp  enough  to  cut.


