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INTRODUCTION: WHY CLIFF NOTES AROUND THE
WORLD IN 80 DAYS REMAIN ESSENTIAL

Jules Verne’s Around the World in 80 Days has captivated readers
since its serial publication in 1872. More than a century later,
students, casual readers, and literary enthusiasts still turn to a
reliable  summary  and  analysis—what  many  call  Cliff  Notes
Around The World In 80 Days—to quickly grasp the novel’s
plot, themes, and characters. Whether you are preparing for an
exam, writing a paper, or simply revisiting a childhood favorite, a
well-crafted guide can illuminate the intricate layers of Verne’s
masterpiece. This article provides a comprehensive, SEO-friendly
overview that serves as your go-to resource for understanding
the novel without losing the magic of the original story.
From Phileas Fogg’s meticulous planning to Passepartout’s comic
blunders, the journey takes readers across continents, cultures,
and  time  zones.  But  beneath  the  surface  of  this  fast-paced
adventure  lie  rich  themes  of  Victorian  imperialism,  the  clash
between punctuality and spontaneity, and the enduring power of
human connection. In the sections that follow, we will explore the
plot in digestible chunks, analyze key characters, discuss major
themes,  and  even  offer  study  tips.  By  the  end,  you  will  have  a
complete  picture—essentially  a  set  of  Cliff  Notes  Around  The
World In 80 Days—that is both engaging and informative.

PLOT OVERVIEW: THE WAGER THAT CHANGED
EVERYTHING

The  novel  begins  in  London,  1872.  Phileas  Fogg,  a  wealthy,
reclusive English gentleman of clockwork precision, is a member
of the Reform Club. After a discussion about a bank robbery and
the  possibility  of  circumnavigating  the  globe,  Fogg  confidently
wagers half his fortune—£20,000—that he can travel around the
world in exactly 80 days. He leaves that very night, accompanied
by his newly hired French valet, Jean Passepartout.

Part One: London to Suez
Fogg  and  Passepartout  travel  by  train  and  steamer  to  Suez,
Egypt.  There,  they  encounter  Detective  Fix,  who  mistakenly
believes Fogg is the bank robber and is following him. Fix tries to
delay Fogg’s journey to obtain an arrest warrant. This subplot
adds  tension  and  misunderstanding  throughout  the  first  half  of
the  novel.

Part Two: India and the
Rescue of Aouda
In Bombay (now Mumbai), Passepartout inadvertently causes a
delay  by  entering  a  temple  with  his  shoes  on,  offending  local
customs—a  cultural  faux  pas  that  highlights  Victorian
insensitivity. The real drama unfolds in India, where Fogg decides
to travel by elephant because railway construction is incomplete.
They rescue a young Indian widow, Aouda, from being forced
onto her husband’s funeral pyre (sati). Aouda joins their journey,
and her presence gradually softens Fogg’s stoic demeanor.

Part Three: Hong Kong and
the Opium Den
The  group  reaches  Hong  Kong,  where  Detective  Fix  tries  to
separate Passepartout  from Fogg by getting him drunk in  an
opium den. Passepartout misses the departure of the steamer to
Yokohama,  but  Fogg  and  Aouda  continue.  Passepartout
eventually  stows  away  on  another  ship,  and  the  three  are
reunited in Japan.

Part Four: Across the Pacific
and America
From  Yokohama,  they  cross  the  Pacific  to  San  Francisco,  then
cross the United States by train. During this leg, they encounter
Native  American  attacks,  a  buffalo  stampede,  and  a  dramatic
rescue of a Mormon missionary’s wife. Fix continues to shadow
them, and eventually reveals his identity. Fogg, Aouda, and Fix
travel together across the Atlantic.

Part Five: The Final Dash
and a Surprise Twist
Back  in  England,  Fogg  believes  he  has  arrived  too  late—he
calculates that he missed the 80-day deadline by one day. He
returns to his London home, resigned to defeat. But Passepartout
realizes they gained a day because they crossed the International
Date Line (though Verne does not use that term). Fogg hurries to
the Reform Club and arrives just in time to win the wager. The
novel  ends  with  Fogg  marrying  Aouda,  having  found  both
adventure and love.

KEY CHARACTERS IN THE NOVEL

Phileas Fogg: The Man of
Precision
Fogg is the embodiment of Victorian order. He is described as
“exact and methodical” and follows a rigid daily schedule. His
character arc involves a gradual awakening to emotions, thanks
to  Aouda  and  the  unpredictable  journey.  In  any  Cliff  Notes
Around The World In 80 Days,  Fogg’s transformation from
cold automaton to passionate partner is a central focus.

Jean Passepartout: The
Loyal Comic Relief
Passepartout’s name literally means “goes everywhere,” and he
does. He is resourceful,  good-hearted, and often the cause of
delays that create tension. His loyalty to Fogg is unwavering, and
his antics humanize the story.
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Detective Fix: The Obstacle
Fix  represents  the  institutional  suspicion  of  the  British  legal
system. He is not evil, but his single-minded pursuit of what he
believes  is  justice  nearly  derails  Fogg’s  plan.  His  character
underscores  themes  of  mistaken  identity  and  the  dangers  of
jumping to conclusions.

Aouda: The Damsel Who
Reshapes the Hero
Aouda is more than a passive rescuee. She is intelligent, graceful,
and  adaptable.  Her  presence  challenges  Fogg’s  emotional
detachment and ultimately leads him to embrace love. She also
serves as a critique of Victorian attitudes toward Indian women
and colonial stereotypes.

MAJOR THEMES EXPLORED IN AROUND THE WORLD IN
80 DAYS

Time, Precision, and the
Modern World
The novel is a meditation on time in the Industrial Age. Fogg’s
wager  depends  on  strict  adherence  to  a  schedule.  Every
delay—whether due to weather, cultural misunderstandings, or
crime—threatens failure. Verne celebrates the new technologies
of steam travel and the telegraph, while also showing that human
unpredictability  can  disrupt  any  plan.  This  theme  resonates
strongly  with  modern  readers  and  is  a  key  element  of  any
comprehensive  Cliff  Notes  Around  The  World  In  80  Days
analysis.

Imperialism and Colonial
Encounters
Verne writes from a distinctly European perspective. The journey
through India, Hong Kong, and America reveals the casual racism
and  assumption  of  Western  superiority  common  in  Victorian
literature.  Yet  the  novel  also  subtly  critiques  colonialism—for
instance, the rescue of Aouda from sati is framed as a moral
intervention,  but  modern  readers  might  see  it  as  cultural
imposition.  The  treatment  of  the  Native  Americans  and  the
portrayal of Asian characters can be problematic. Understanding
this context is essential for a nuanced reading.

Adventure vs. Routine
Fogg’s life before the wager is one of unimaginable routine. The
journey forces him to embrace chaos, improvisation, and risk. By
the end, he has not only won a fortune but also gained a wife and
a  richer  life.  The  novel  suggests  that  adventure  and  human
connection can break the shackles of monotony.

Justice and Misjudgment
Fix’s pursuit of Fogg is based on circumstantial evidence. The real
bank  robber  is  never  caught;  justice  is  not  served  in  the
traditional  sense.  Verne  shows  that  appearances  can  be
deceiving,  and  that  the  legal  system  can  be  flawed.  Fogg’s

triumph  is  partly  a  triumph  over  false  accusation.

SYMBOLISM AND LITERARY DEVICES

The Safe and the Clock
Fogg’s safe in his London house symbolizes his controlled, secure
existence.  The  clock  he  follows  obsessively  represents  the
tyranny of time. When he wins the wager, he effectively beats the
clock—and the safe becomes irrelevant.

The Elephant (Kiouni)
The elephant purchased in India is a symbol of colonial wealth
and privilege, but also of adaptability. Unlike the trains and ships
that adhere to timetables, the elephant requires negotiation with
local handlers and natural terrain. It represents the unpredictable
human element.

The International Date Line
Verne cleverly uses the concept of gaining a day by traveling
eastward. This is the novel’s narrative twist. It symbolizes that
our perception of time is a construct, and that patience and faith
in the journey can overcome apparent failure.

CRITICISM AND MODERN PERSPECTIVES

While Around the World in 80 Days remains a beloved classic,
modern critics  point  out  its  colonialist  undertones.  The Indian
temple scene and the portrayal of the “savage” Native Americans
reflect the prejudices of Verne’s era. The novel also lacks strong
female  agency—Aouda  is  saved  by  a  man  and  marries  him,
reinforcing patriarchal norms. However, as a study guide—a true
Cliff  Notes  Around  The  World  In  80  Days—it  is  vital  to
acknowledge  these  flaws  while  appreciating  the  novel’s
entertainment  value  and its  pioneering  role  in  the  adventure
genre.
Another criticism is that the plot relies heavily on coincidence and
luck. Fogg’s success is not solely his own doing; he benefits from
Passepartout’s  resourcefulness,  Aouda’s  companionship,  and
Fix’s eventual assistance. Yet this ensemble approach enriches
the story.

ADAPTATIONS AND CULTURAL IMPACT

The  novel  has  been  adapted  into  films,  television  series,  stage
plays,  and  even  a  classic  board  game.  The  most  famous  film
adaptation is the 1956 Oscar-winning movie starring David Niven
and  Cantinflas,  which  added  comedic  elements  and  a  romantic
subplot.  More  recent  adaptations,  such  as  the  2004  Disney  film
starring Jackie Chan, take liberties with the story but keep the
core journey alive. These adaptations prove the timeless appeal
of a race around the globe.

STUDY TIPS: HOW TO USE CLIFF NOTES EFFECTIVELY

If you are relying on a condensed guide like Cliff Notes Around
The World In 80 Days, here are some strategies to maximize
your learning:

Read the original novel first if time permits. The
summary should clarify, not replace, the full text.
Take notes on themes while reading the analysis.
Connect them to historical context (Victorian England,
industrial revolution).
Character mapping: Draw relationships between Fogg,



Cliff Notes Around The World In 80 Days 3

3

Passepartout, Fix, and Aouda. Notice how their motivations
change.
Discuss the ending: Why does Fogg marry Aouda? Is it
love or practicality? This makes for great essay material.
Compare adaptations: Watch a film version and note
differences. Why do screenwriters change the story?

COMMON QUESTIONS STUDENTS ASK

Did Fogg really travel around the world in 80 days?1.
In the novel, yes. Historically, the first documented
circumnavigation in under 80 days was achieved a few
years after the novel’s publication.
Why does Fogg win the bet? Because he crosses the2.
International Date Line going east, gaining a calendar day.
Is Fix a villain? More of an antagonist. He is doing his job3.

but is wrong about Fogg.
What is the moral of the story? That adventure and4.
human connection are worth more than money and routine.

CONCLUSION: WHY THE JOURNEY MATTERS

Jules Verne’s Around the World in 80 Days endures because it is
both a thrilling race against time and a gentle satire of Victorian
perfection. Whether you turn to this article as a comprehensive
set  of  Cliff  Notes  Around  The  World  In  80  Days  or  as  a
supplement  to  a  deeper  study,  the  novel  offers  something  for
everyone—action, romance, humor, and a thought-provoking look
at a world rapidly being shrunk by technology. Fogg’s journey is a
reminder that the most valuable discoveries are often not the
destinations  but  the  people  we  meet  and  the  changes  they
inspire within us.


