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UNLOCKING EARLY
LITERACY: A
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GUIDE TO THE
ESTRELLITA
SONIDOS
INICIALES CHART

Teaching a child to
read in Spanish is a
journey filled with rich
sounds, vibrant
syllables, and
meaningful

connections. One of
the most powerful tools
in the early literacy
classroom is the
Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart. This

colorful, systematically
designed resource
helps young learners
master the initial
sounds of Spanish
words, building a solid
foundation for
phonemic awareness
and decoding. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will explore what
the Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart is, why
it works so well, how to
use it effectively, and
how it fits into a
broader bilingual or
Spanish literacy
program. Whether you
are a teacher, a
homeschooling parent,
or a speech-language
professional,

understanding this


https://old.setefer.com/

chart can transform
your approach to
teaching Spanish initial
sounds.

What Is
the
Estrellita
Sonidos
Iniciales
Chart?

The Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart is a
visual and auditory
learning tool designed
to help Spanish-
speaking children
recognize and produce
the first sounds of
words. The term
“Estrellita” translates
to “little star,” and the
chart often features a
star motif that

captures children’s
attention. Each letter
of the Spanish

alphabet (including the
unique letters like i
and digraphs like ch
and Il in traditional
teaching) is paired with
a familiar, high-
frequency word that
starts with that sound.
For example, the letter
A might be
represented by an
image of avidn
(airplane), and the
letter B by buho (owl).
The chart is typically
displayed on a
classroom wall or used
as a reference during
guided reading and
phonics lessons.

Unlike some English
phonics charts, the
Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart s
specifically tailored to
the phonetic structure
of Spanish. Spanish is a
transparent language,
meaning that letters
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generally correspond
to a single sound. This
makes the chart
especially effective for
building automaticity in
letter-sound
correspondence. The
chart is often part of a
larger program called
Estrellita, which
includes songs, games,
and worksheets that
reinforce the initial
sounds. However, the
chart itself is a
standalone resource
that can be integrated
into any Spanish
literacy curriculum.

Why Is
the
Estrellita
Sonidos

Iniciales
Chart So
Effective?

Several factors
contribute to the
popularity and success
of the Estrellita
Sonidos Iniciales Chart
in early childhood
education.

e Visual and
Auditory
Pairing:
Children learn
best when they
can see an
image and hear
the sound
simultaneously.
The chart
provides a
consistent visual
cue for each
phoneme,
making it easier
for young brains
to encode the



information.
Systematic
Introduction of
Sounds: The
chart usually
organizes letters
in a sequence
that progresses
from simpler to
more complex
sounds. This
scaffolded
approach
prevents
cognitive
overload and
builds
confidence.
Culturally
Relevant
Vocabulary:
The word choices
are familiar to
Spanish-speaking
children, often

engagement and
comprehension.
Kinesthetic
Interaction:
Many teachers
encourage
children to point
to the chart and
say the sound
while making a
gesture or
movement. This
multisensory
approach
reinforces
memory.
Supports
Phonemic
Awareness:
Being able to
isolate the initial
sound in a word
is a critical
prereading skill.
The chart

reflecting explicitly trains
everyday the ear to focus
objects, animals, on that first

and actions. This phoneme.
cultural o
relevance Resear.ch in b|II|nguaI
increases education consistently

highlights the
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importance of explicit,
systematic phonics
instruction in the
child’s first language.
The Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart aligns
perfectly with this
evidence-based
practice.

How to
Use the
Estrellita
Sonidos
Iniciales
Chart in
the
Classroo

m

Integrating the chart
into daily instruction is
straightforward, but
consistency is key.
Here are practical
strategies for
maximizing its impact.

1. MORNING
ROUTINE AND DAILY
REVIEW

Begin each day with a
quick choral chant of
the chart. Point to each
image and say the
name of the object,
then the initial sound,
then the letter. For
example: “A, avioén,
/al.” This only takes a
few minutes but builds
automaticity.

2. INTERACTIVE
GAMES
Turn the chart into a

game. Call out a
sound, and have a



student run to the
chart and point to the
corresponding picture.
Or, say the name of an
object, and ask the
class to say the initial
sound. You can also
play “I Spy” with the
chart: “I spy something
that starts with /m/.”
Children love this.

3. SMALL GROUP
INTERVENTION

For struggling readers,
use the chart one-on-
one or in small groups.
Focus on a handful of
sounds at a time. Have
children trace the
letter while saying the
sound, then find other
objects in the room
that start with that
same sound.

4. WRITING AND
DRAWING
ACTIVITIES

After introducing a new
sound, have children

draw their own pictures
of words that begin
with that sound. They
can then write the
corresponding letter
(with support). The
chart serves as a
reference for
independent work.

5. SING ALONG
WITH ESTRELLITA
SONGS

Many teachers pair the
chart with the popular
Estrellita song, which
musically reinforces
each letter and its
sound. Singing is a
powerful mnemonic
device, especially for
young learners.

The key is to use the
chart as a living
resource, not just a
static poster.
Encourage students to
refer to it whenever
they forget a sound
during reading or
writing.
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Adapting
the Chart
for
Diverse
Learners

The Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart can be
adapted for children
with different learning
needs.

e For English
Language
Learners
(ELLs): If your
students are
learning Spanish
as a second
language, the
chart provides
essential
vocabulary
building. Pair
each image with
the English word

to promote
cross-linguistic
transfer.

For Children
with Speech
Delays: Use the
chart to target
specific
phonemes. The
clear articulation
of each initial
sound helps
children practice
motor planning
for speech.

For Special
Education:
Enlarge the
chart, add tactile
elements (felt
letters, textured
pictures), or use
a digital version
on a tablet for
interactive
touch-and-say
practice.

For
Homeschooling
: The chart works
beautifully in a
home setting.



Laminate it and
place it near the
child’s learning
space. Use it
during snack
time to identify
initial sounds of
foods.

Remember, the goal is
not memorization of
the chart itself, but
internalization of the
sound-symbol

relationship so that
children can decode
new words
independently.

Common
Challenge
s and

Solutions

While the Estrellita
Sonidos Iniciales Chart
is highly effective,
teachers sometimes

encounter obstacles.
Here are a few
common ones and how
to overcome them.

Challenge: Children
confuse similar
sounds, such as /b/
and /p/ or /d/ and /t/.

Solution: Spend extra
time on these pairs.
Use mirrors so children
can see their mouth
movements.
Emphasize the
difference in aspiration
(for example, /p/ has a
puff of air, while /b/ is
voiced). The chart’'s
images help anchor
each sound to a
concrete word.

Challenge: Some
images may be
unfamiliar to urban

children, e.g.,
“buho” (owl) if they
live in a city.

Solution: Supplement
with real photographs
or videos. Build
background knowledge
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through storybooks
that feature those
animals or objects. You
can also create a
second “classroom
chart” using images
your children suggest.

Challenge: Children
rush through the
chant without really
processing the
sound.

Solution: Slow down.
Emphasize the initial
sound by stretching it
out: “Ssssssserpiente.”
Model accurate
pronunciation. Use
hand motions to “hold”
the sound.

Challenge: The chart
includes digraphs
like “ch” and “Il,”
but some newer
curricula treat them
as sequences of
individual letters.

Solution: Check your
Spanish literacy
framework. The chart
can be adapted to your

approach. Many
teachers still find it
helpful to teach “ch” as
a single sound unit
(like in English “chin”)
because it appears so
frequently in Spanish.

Integratin
g the
Chart
with
Other
Literacy
Compone
nts

The Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart is most
powerful when used in
concert with other
literacy activities.



Phonemic
Awareness Games:
Play “Guess the
Sound” where you say
a word and children
identify the first sound.
Use the chart as a
reference.

Syllable Work: After
initial sounds are solid,
move to syllables (ma,
me, mi, mo, mu). Many
Estrellita programs
include a syllables
chart as well. The
progression from
sounds to syllables is
natural in Spanish.

Shared Reading: Use
big books with
repetitive text that
highlights initial
sounds. Pause and
point to the chart when
you encounter a letter-
sound relationship.

Writing Journals:
Encourage invented
spelling. Children can
use the chart to find
the correct letter to

10

write the first sound of
a word. This builds
confidence and
independence.

By weaving the chart
into multiple parts of
the day, you create a
rich, immersive
language environment.

Digital
and
Home
Versions
of the
Chart

In today’s blended
learning environments,
having a digital version
of the Estrellita
Sonidos Iniciales Chart
is invaluable. Many
teachers use
interactive PDFs or

10
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slides that children can
tap to hear the sound.
Some apps provide
animated characters
that say each word.
This is especially useful
for remote learning or
homework practice.

Parents can also be
empowered to use the
chart at home. Send
home a printable
version with simple
instructions: “Each
day, point to five
pictures and have your
child say the name and
the first sound. Praise
them for trying!” The
consistency between
home and school
reinforces learning.

Why the
Chart
Remains

11

Relevant
iIn Modern
Literacy
Instructio
n

In an era of balanced
literacy and whole-
language approaches,
some educators
question the role of
explicit phonics.
However,
overwhelming
research, including the
National Reading
Panel’s findings,
supports systematic
phonics as a crucial
component for reading
success. For Spanish-
speaking children, the
Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart provides
that systematic
foundation while



honoring their
linguistic heritage.

Moreover, the chart is
not a “drill and kill”
tool. When wused
playfully, with songs
and movement, it
captures children’s
natural curiosity. It
demystifies the
relationship between
spoken and written
language, giving
children the keys to
unlock the written
word.

The chart also supports
biliteracy development.
For children learning to
read in both Spanish
and English, the initial
sounds in Spanish
often transfer to
English (for example,
/m/ in “mesa” and
“milk”). Teachers can
explicitly teach
similarities and
differences, using both
languages’ charts side
by side.

12

Conclusio
n

The Estrellita Sonidos
Iniciales Chart is far
more than a colorful
poster on a classroom
wall. It is a scaffold, a
memory aid, and a
gateway to literacy. By
systematically pairing
each Spanish letter
with a meaningful
image and sound, the
chart builds the
foundational skills that
every child needs to
become a fluent
reader. Whether you
are a seasoned
bilingual educator or a
parent just beginning
to explore Spanish
phonics, incorporating
this tool into your daily
routine can lead to
remarkable gains in
phonemic awareness,
vocabulary, and
confidence. As children
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chant the sounds, point
to the pictures, and
eventually recognize
the letters in books,
they are taking their

13

first steps on a lifelong
journey of reading. And
that journey begins
with a little
star—Estrellita.



