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EXPLORING THE CONTROVERSIAL DEPTHS OF WET GODDESS BY MALCOLM J.
BRENNER

Few books have sparked as much debate, curiosity, and discomfort as Wet Goddess by Malcolm J.
Brenner. Part memoir, part philosophical exploration, this self-published work dives into a subject
that most people would rather not discuss: a sexual relationship between a human and a dolphin.
While the very premise challenges societal taboos, the book also invites readers to reconsider the
boundaries of animal consciousness, intimacy, and the nature of love. It is not a work that can be
dismissed lightly, nor is it one that should be sensationalized. Instead, Wet Goddess occupies a
unique and deeply unsettling space in literature, raising questions that ripple far beyond the pages.
To understand the book fully, one must first appreciate the background of its author and the context
in  which  the  events  took  place.  Brenner,  a  journalist  and  writer  with  a  background  in  film  and
journalism, claims that the events described in the book are autobiographical. The story centers on
his relationship with a dolphin named Flora during the early 1970s, a time when dolphin research
and  human-dolphin  interactions  were  in  their  infancy.  Wet  Goddess  does  not  merely  recount
intimate encounters; it attempts to frame them within a broader narrative of emotional connection,
scientific curiosity, and personal awakening.

The Author and His Journey
Malcolm J. Brenner was not a scientist but a young man working on a film project about dolphins
when he met Flora at a marine park in Florida. According to his account, the two formed an unusual
bond that eventually became physical. Brenner writes with a tone that is at once confessional and
analytical, striving to convey the depth of his feelings without descending into pornography. The
book was originally written decades after the events, and Brenner has spoken publicly about the
challenges of getting it published. Wet Goddess finally saw the light of day as a self-published work
in 2010, and has since been circulated primarily through online retailers and niche audiences.
Brenner’s  writing style is  literary and introspective.  He frequently  draws parallels  between his
relationship with Flora and classic love stories, comparing dolphin intelligence to human cognition
and challenging readers to question their own assumptions about species. He does not shy away
from the ethical implications of his actions, nor does he pretend that his story is without moral
ambiguity. Instead, he positions himself as a reluctant pioneer of interspecies intimacy, someone
who stumbled into a connection that defied societal norms.

What Wet Goddess Is Really About
At its core, Wet Goddess is not simply a chronicle of bestiality. It is a meditation on the nature of
consciousness, the limits of human-animal communication, and the loneliness that drives people to
seek connection in unconventional places. Brenner devotes significant attention to describing Flora’s
behavior, her apparent intelligence, and the ways in which she initiated or responded to physical
contact. He argues that dolphins are sentient beings capable of complex emotions and that their
sexuality is not limited to reproduction — a point supported by modern marine biology.
The book also explores the practical side of such a relationship. Brenner details the logistics of
meeting a dolphin in a captive setting, the secrecy required, and the psychological toll of living a
double life. He reflects on the fact that Flora was not a wild animal but one accustomed to human
interaction, which raises important questions about consent and agency. While the author believes
that Flora was a willing participant, critics point out that captivity inherently limits an animal’s
freedom of choice. This tension between personal experience and ethical scrutiny runs throughout
the narrative.

Themes and Controversies
Unsurprisingly,  Wet  Goddess  has  attracted  intense  criticism  from  animal  rights  activists,
psychologists,  and the general  public.  Many argue that the book normalizes a form of  abuse,
regardless of the author’s intentions. Others contend that any sexual act between a human and a
non-human animal is  inherently harmful  because the animal cannot provide informed consent.
Brenner counters by citing research on dolphin intelligence, including studies that demonstrate self-
awareness, tool use, and complex social structures. He believes that dolphins possess a form of
personhood that warrants moral consideration.
The  book  also  touches  on  themes  of  societal  taboo  and  outsider  identity.  Brenner  draws
comparisons between his experience and the persecution of LGBTQ+ individuals before societal
acceptance grew. This comparison has been met with widespread rejection, as many argue that
animal sexual orientation is not analogous to human relationships between consenting adults. Yet
Brenner’s point is not to equate the two but to highlight how arbitrarily society draws lines around
acceptable intimacy.
Another key theme is the psychological profile of the author. Brenner writes candidly about his own
emotional struggles, his isolation, and his search for authentic connection. He does not present
himself  as a predator or a deviant but as a deeply flawed human being who found an unexpected

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 Wet Goddess By Malcolm J Brenner 2022-06-21

bond. This self-awareness may make the book more palatable to some readers, but it also raises
uncomfortable questions about whether understanding compels acceptance.

Scientific and Ethical Perspectives
From  a  scientific  standpoint,  Wet  Goddess  touches  on  legitimate  areas  of  inquiry.  Dolphin
intelligence and social behavior have been studied extensively. Researchers have documented that
dolphins  engage in  sexual  play  both  within  and between species,  and that  they  have a  rich
emotional life. However, no peer-reviewed study supports the idea that dolphins can consent to
sexual encounters with humans. Most experts view such acts as a violation of the animal’s well-
being, particularly in captive environments where the animal has no escape.
Ethicists  and  animal  behavior  specialists  largely  condemn  the  premise  of  Wet  Goddess  as
dangerous. Dr.  Marc Bekoff, a well-known ethologist,  has argued that even if  a dolphin appears to
initiate contact, the power imbalance and lack of communication make true consent impossible. The
book,  they say,  romanticizes  exploitation.  On the other  hand,  a  small  number  of  scholars  in  fields
like anthrozoology have called for open discussion of human-animal sexual experiences as part of
understanding the breadth of human behavior. They argue that shaming or silencing such accounts
only drives them underground, preventing any meaningful ethical analysis.
The legal status of bestiality varies widely around the world. In the United States, many states have
laws  that  explicitly  criminalize  sexual  acts  with  animals.  At  the  time  of  Brenner’s  recounted
experiences, such laws were less common or less enforced. The author himself has faced no legal
repercussions, but the publication of Wet Goddess has reignited debates about whether narratives
like his should be protected as free speech or restricted as harmful content.

Cultural Impact and Reception
Since its release, Wet Goddess  has gathered a cult following among those interested in taboo
subjects,  but  it  has  also  been widely  mocked and criticized.  Online  forums and social  media
frequently reference the book as an example of extreme or bizarre literature. It has been profiled in
several shock-blog type articles and occasionally surfaces in academic discussions about the limits
of autobiography. Brenner himself has given interviews and appeared on podcasts, defending his
work and his decisions.  He remains unapologetic,  insisting that his relationship with Flora was
consensual and meaningful.
One of the most striking aspects of the book’s reception is how it forces readers to confront their
own biases. Many people are quick to condemn without reading a single page. Those who do read it
often come away with a mix of revulsion and pity — for the author, for the dolphin, for the entire
situation. The book does not make a persuasive case that such relationships should be normalized,

but it does succeed in humanizing a deeply stigmatized experience. Whether that is a good thing is
a matter of personal and ethical judgment.

Literary Analysis and Writing Style
From a purely literary standpoint, Wet Goddess is a competent work. Brenner’s prose is descriptive
and emotionally charged. He uses metaphors drawn from nature and mythology to elevate what
could  easily  be  a  sordid  confession.  The  pacing  is  slow,  reflective,  and  sometimes  repetitive,
mirroring the author’s obsessive focus on Flora. The book is structured in three parts, moving from
the first encounter to the deepening bond to the eventual loss. It reads more like a tragic love story
than a scientific treatise, which is both its strength and its weakness.
Critics have noted that Brenner occasionally falls into cliché and that his attempts to justify his
actions  can  feel  defensive.  Yet  for  a  self-published  memoir  on  such  a  difficult  topic,  the  writing  is
surprisingly polished. It is clear that the author spent years revising the manuscript. The result is a
book that is readable, if disturbing.

Final Thoughts on Wet Goddess
Wet Goddess is not a book for everyone. It challenges the most basic assumptions about what
relationships should look like and forces readers to examine the limits of empathy. Whether one
views it as a sincere account of an unusual love or a troubling justification for animal exploitation, it
cannot be ignored. Malcolm J. Brenner has written a work that sits at the intersection of memoir,
philosophy, and taboo. It raises questions that have no easy answers, and it does so with a degree of
honesty that is both rare and unsettling.
For those interested in the depths of human experience, animal cognition, or the boundaries of
personal narrative, Wet Goddess  offers a unique — if  controversial  — perspective. It  is  a reminder
that our understanding of love, consent, and connection is constantly evolving, and that some
stories are told not because they are comfortable, but because they are true.

Conclusion
In summary, Wet Goddess by Malcolm J. Brenner is a provocative memoir that explores an
interspecies relationship with a dolphin. It weaves together autobiography, science, and ethics in an
attempt to understand a deeply taboo subject. Whether read as a case study in human loneliness, a
reflection  on  animal  consciousness,  or  a  piece  of  controversial  literature,  the  book  challenges
readers to think beyond conventional boundaries. While it may not change anyone’s moral stance, it
contributes to a broader conversation about how we relate to other sentient beings — and what we
are willing to accept when love takes unexpected forms.


