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UNDERSTANDING

THE 2000 FORD
EXPEDITION GAS
TANK SIZE

When you own a full-
size SUV like the 2000
Ford Expedition, fuel
capacity is more than
just a number on a
spec sheet. It directly
affects how far you can
travel between fill-ups,
how you plan road
trips, and even how
much weight your
vehicle carries. For
owners, prospective

buyers, and
enthusiasts, knowing
the 2000 Ford

Expedition gas tank
size is essential for
practical daily use and
long-distance planning.
This article provides a
thorough breakdown of
fuel capacity, driving
range, and everything
else you need to know
about the Expedition's
fuel system from the
2000 model year.

The 2000 Ford
Expedition was a
popular choice for
families, outdoor
adventurers, and
anyone needing
substantial towing


https://old.setefer.com/

capability and
passenger space. As a
full-size SUV built on
the Ford F-150
platform, it offered
robust performance,
but fuel economy was
never its strong suit.
That made the size of
its fuel tank a critical
detail for anyone
behind the wheel. Let's
dive deep into the
specifics.

EXACT FUEL TANK
CAPACITY FOR THE
2000 FORD
EXPEDITION

For the 2000 model
year, Ford offered the
Expedition in two
primary configurations:
the standard-length
model and the
extended-length

model, often referred
to as the "Eddie Bauer"
or simply the longer
wheelbase version. The
2000 Ford
Expedition gas tank

size remained
consistent across both
trims and engine
options. The standard
fuel tank holds 25
gallons
(approximately 94.6
liters). However, there
is an important nuance
to understand
regarding optional
equipment and trim
levels.

Many 2000 Ford
Expedition models,
particularly those
equipped with the 5.4-
liter Triton V8 engine
or those ordered with
the extended-range
towing package, came
with a larger 30-gallon
fuel tank. This larger
tank was often
installed as standard
equipment on higher
trim levels such as the
Eddie Bauer or the XLT
Premium. The 30-
gallon tank provides
approximately 113.6
liters of capacity. So,
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when researching the
2000 Ford
Expedition gas tank
size, it is crucial to
verify whether the
vehicle has the
standard 25-gallon
tank or the optional 30-
gallon tank.

Standard
Tank vs.
Optional
Large
Tank

e Standard Tank:
25 US gallons
(94.6 liters) —
commonly found
on base XL and
some XLT models
without the
towing package.

e Optional/Large
Tank: 30 US

gallons (113.6
liters) —
frequently
included on
Eddie Bauer and
XLT Premium
trims, or as part
of the heavy-
duty towing
package.

To determine which
tank your specific 2000
Expedition has, you
can check the window
sticker, the owner's
manual, or simply look
beneath the rear of the
vehicle. The larger tank
is physically longer and
extends slightly further
rearward. You can also
estimate based on your
typical miles driven per
fill-up, which we will
discuss in the next
section.

DRIVING RANGE:
HOW FAR CAN THE
2000 FORD



A FULL TANK?

Understanding the
2000 Ford
Expedition gas tank
size is only half the
equation. The real-
world driving range
depends heavily on
fuel economy, which
varies based on engine
choice, driving
conditions, and
maintenance. For
2000, the Expedition
came with two engine
options: a 4.6-liter
Triton V8 and a 5.4-
liter Triton V8. Most
buyers opted for the
larger 5.4L engine for
its superior towing
capability.

EPA Fuel
Economy

Estiniatés™ ™"
for the

2000

Ford

Expeditio

n

The EPA ratings for the
2000 Ford Expedition
are modest by modern
standards. Here are
the official estimates:

e 4.6L V8 (2WD):
approximately 14
mpg city / 18
mpg highway

e 4.6L V8 (4WD):
approximately 13
mpg city / 17
mpg highway

e 5.4L V8 (2WD):
approximately 13
mpg city / 17
mpg highway
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e 5.4L V8 (4WD):
approximately 12
mpg city / 16
mpg highway

Calculatin
g Range

Based on
Tank Size

With a 25-gallon tank
and an average
combined fuel
economy of around 14
mpg (typical for the
5.4L 4WD model), you
can expect a total
range of about 350
miles on a full tank.
With the 30-gallon
tank, that range
extends to
approximately 420
miles under similar
driving conditions. On
purely highway driving,
the range could be
even higher. A 30-

gallon tank combined
with 17 mpg highway
yields a theoretical
range of over 500
miles, though real-
world highway driving
often yields closer to
15-16 mpg due to the
vehicle's boxy shape
and weight.

For everyday driving,
many owners report
that a 2000 Ford
Expedition with the 30-
gallon tank can travel
roughly 380 to 420
miles before the fuel
light illuminates,
depending on driving
style and load. If you
frequently tow a trailer
or carry heavy cargo,
expect that range to
drop by 20% to 30%.

WHY THE 2000
FORD EXPEDITION
GAS TANK SIZE
MATTERS FOR
TOWING

One of the primary



reasons the 2000
Ford Expedition gas
tank size is so
important is towing
capability. The
Expedition was
designed to tow boats,
campers, horse
trailers, and utility
trailers. When towing,
fuel economy can
plummet to between 8
and 12 mpg. With a 25-
gallon tank, that gives
you a range of only
200 to 300 miles
between fill-ups. With
the 30-gallon tank, you
gain an additional 40
to 60 miles of range,
which can make a
significant  difference
on long towing trips
where fuel stations
might be scarce.

Many experienced
Expedition owners
strongly recommend
seeking out a model
equipped with the 30-
gallon tank if you plan
to tow regularly. This

larger fuel capacity
reduces the number of
stops on long hauls
and provides an extra
margin of safety when
traveling through
remote areas. The
optional tank became a
highly sought-after
feature for this very
reason.

COMPARING THE
2000 EXPEDITION
FUEL CAPACITY TO
COMPETITORS

To fully appreciate the
2000 Ford
Expedition gas tank
size, it helps to
compare it to rival full-
size SUVs from the
same era. In 2000, the
Expedition competed
directly with the
Chevrolet Tahoe, GMC
Yukon, and the Toyota
Land Cruiser. Here is a
quick comparison:

e 2000 Chevrolet
Tahoe: 26-gallon
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standard tank
(some models
had 30-gallon
optional).

e 2000 GMC
Yukon: 26-
gallon standard
tank (30-gallon
optional on some
trims).

e 2000 Toyota
Land Cruiser:
25.4-gallon tank.

e 2000 Ford
Expedition: 25-
gallon standard /
30-gallon
optional.

The Expedition's
optional 30-gallon tank
gave it a distinct
advantage over most
competitors, especially
when equipped with
the larger engine. The
ability to carry more
fuel meant fewer stops
on long road trips,
which was a key selling
point for families and
long-distance travelers.
In terms of fuel

capacity, the
Expedition was among
the best in its class
when optioned

properly.

FUEL SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE FOR
THE 2000 FORD
EXPEDITION

Knowing the 2000
Ford Expedition gas
tank size is also useful
for fuel system
maintenance. A larger
tank can be more
prone to fuel
contamination if not
properly maintained,
simply because there is
more fuel volume that
can accumulate water
or sediment over time.
Here are some
maintenance tips for
Expedition owners:

Reqgular




Fuel Filter

Additives

\ igh-quality fuel
Re p | a C:‘ra:'gmautable stations

ent

Ford recommended
replacing the fuel filter
every 30,000 miles on
the 2000 Expedition.
Given the potential for
debris accumulating in
the tank, especially
with a 30-gallon tank
that may not be filled
as frequently, staying
on top of filter changes
is critical for fuel pump
longevity and engine
performance.

Fuel

Quality
and

helps minimize
deposits in the fuel
injectors and

combustion chambers.
Some owners also use
fuel system cleaners
periodically to keep
injectors clean. This is

especially important
for the 2000
Expedition, which

relies on port fuel
injection and can
develop carbon buildup
over time.

-uel
Pump
Health

The fuel pump on the
2000 Expedition is
located inside the fuel
tank. Running the tank
frequently below a
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quarter full can cause
the pump to overheat
and wear out
prematurely. With a
30-gallon tank, it is
easier to maintain a
higher fuel level, which
can actually extend
fuel pump life. On the
other hand, a 25-gallon
tank may require more
frequent filling, which
can be a minor
inconvenience but
generally doesn't affect
pump health if you
avoid running the tank
dry.

REAL-WORLD
OWNER
EXPERIENCES
WITH THE 2000
EXPEDITION FUEL
TANK

Across online forums
and owner
communities, the 2000
Ford Expedition gas
tank size is a
frequently discussed

topic. Owners
consistently report that
the 30-gallon tank is
one of the most
desirable features
when purchasing a
used model. Many
owners who have the
25-gallon tank express
regret that they didn't
seek out the larger
option. Common
comments include:

e "l have the 30-
gallon tank in my
2000 Expedition
and | can go over
400 miles on the
highway. It
makes road trips
so much easier."

e "My 2000
Expedition has
the 25-gallon
tank and | wish it
had the 30. | feel
like I'm always
stopping for gas,
especially when
towing."

e "[ get about 350
miles out of my



30-gallon tank in
mixed driving.
That's pretty
good for a big V8
Suv."

These real-world
accounts underline the
importance of
understanding which
tank your vehicle has.
If you are in the market
for a 2000 Expedition,
checking the fuel tank
size should be a
priority during your
inspection.

FUEL TANK
REPLACEMENT
AND
AFTERMARKET
OPTIONS

For owners who have
the 25-gallon tank and
wish they had the 30-
gallon version, there is
some good news.
Replacement fuel tanks
and aftermarket
options are available.
While it is possible to

10

retrofit a 30-gallon
tank into a 2000
Expedition that
originally had the 25-
gallon tank, it is not a
simple plug-and-play
swap. The larger tank
requires different
mounting hardware, a
different fuel pump
module in some cases,
and potentially
modifications to the
exhaust or spare tire
location.

If you are considering
such a swap, it is
generally

recommended to
source a complete tank
assembly from a
salvage yard that came
from a 2000 Expedition
with the 30-gallon
tank. Professional
installation is strongly
advised due to the
complexity of the fuel
system and the
potential safety
hazards involved. This
upgrade can

10
S
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significantly  improve
the vehicle's range and
resale value for serious
owners.

FUEL
CONSUMPTION
TIPS FOR 2000
FORD EXPEDITION
OWNERS

Regardless of whether
you have the 25-gallon
or 30-gallon 2000
Ford Expedition gas
tank size, improving
fuel economy is always
beneficial. Here are
some practical tips for
getting the most out of
every gallon:

1. Maintain
proper tire
pressure:
Under-inflated
tires increase
rolling resistance
and reduce fuel
economy. Check
tire pressure
monthly,
especially before

11

long trips.

. Use cruise

control on
highways:
Maintaining a
steady speed
helps maximize
highway fuel
efficiency. The
Expedition
benefits greatly
from consistent
throttle input.

. Reduce idle

time: The 5.4L
V8 consumes
fuel at a
significant rate
when idling. If
you are waiting
for more than a
minute, it is
more efficient to
shut off the
engine.

. Keep up with

routine
maintenance:
Clean air filters,
fresh spark
plugs, and clean
fuel injectors all
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contribute to
optimal fuel
economy. A well-
maintained 2000
Expedition can
achieve
significantly
better mileage
than a neglected
one.

. Reduce weight:

The Expedition is
already heavy,
but removing
unnecessary

items from the
cargo area can
improve fuel
economy by a
small but
noticeable
margin.

CONCLUSION

The 2000 Ford
Expedition gas tank
size is a defining
feature of this full-size
SUV. With a standard
capacity of
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